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*2* Yemen vows free, 
secure elections 

i tti" PMi °niw SANAA (R) — Yemeni Presi- 
" n ihtvT dent Ali Abdullah Saleh said the 
"■ taIJi country's first multi-party general 
s $ erections on April 27 would be 

. ,u!cJ that | free ' secure and fair. Radio 
v,lt, n of h lt - ■ Sgpaa reported on Wednesday. 
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* Yemen vows free, 

£ secure elections 

!■ SANAA (R) — Yemeni Presi- 

* debt Ali Abdullah Saleh said the 


. , ,CJ that | ™* secure and fair. Radio 
" t,u ofLc- ■ Sjgpaa reported on Wednesday. 
K |,)Sfi tnuli 7 ®e elections will be held under 
rn,, u omjj J secure, fair and nonnal concfi- 
*■ -*|eainsi|| ' fidns and 1,16 armed forces and 
,l u,u n security organs are keen to main- 
■"-Him i 0H . ■ tain an appropriate atmosphere 
./‘•in shni lo guarantee their success and 
' »h ih L . rj make April 27 a festive day of 
1 Ua 'lt»BEion^ democracy," he was quoted as 
‘ ‘-"un jLJ saying during a visit to Sanaa 
^ University Tuesday. Opposition 
parties accuse the government of 
Qltimisp, cheating already in its distribu- 
e’e r*s**ij tion of constituencies, the reg- 
* CriKdret uttering of voters and by allowing 
. ” the armed forces and police to 

. p ’ 'APu vote in constituencies dose to 
l , “ 'Pc Jnhn jl their camps. Mr. Saleh said the 
. ri ^‘ Cs ' Can,, elections would “put an end to 
■ v ‘" legitimate f, the chaotic and loose situation 
her sons’ ^ which prevailed in the country in 
tkr ihrune p the past days.” Yemen has been 
' K Pnncip^ ruled jointly by Mr. Saleh's 
l ' ,; children. t» B . General People’s Congress and 
,, ' L ' r »- K.ir n c ,f iy ®e Yemen Socialist Party since 
- u n-u-.if dn] - the conservative North and for- 
: I ,r >" *' jsirjpV- mer Marxist-ruled South Yemen 
killed ma^ un *ted in May 1990. 

■..inivi \u J Mubarak in Paris 

PARIS (R) — Egyptian Presi- 
B dent Hosni Mubarak arrived in 
• . i; hv Paris Wednesday for talks with 
i,.-.’ j. L France's new centre-right govem- 
i l)( . , Y merit and with Socialist President 

. ltp Francois Mitterrand. Mr. Mubar- 

; ,7, eJl ' ak met U.S. President Bill Oin- 
‘V 1 1 c ?^- ton in Washington on Tuesday 
I. ,,l,,n W. and both leaders predicted “real 
'* ,KW progress” this year in Middle 
• “ m.v | l .n luo peace talks, due to resume 
' W: on April 20 (see page 5). The 
..V' ,hc Egyptian leader will have break- 
' ' n ‘ l '“ U ' fast “nth French Primp Minister 
•'‘I’erf. Edouard Bahadur Thursday, fol- 
•i«aM ova lowed by talks with Foreign 
Minister Alain Juppe and lunch 
>P film aw® with Mr. Mitterrand. 

. . 1 1 . .i :.kim b. rejects Fateh truce 

>':l. : .iRili 

i v I.vmc Film Ff BEIRUT (R) — Palestinian guer- 
mr j jirtre* led by Abu Nidal rejected 
•:i: Jiirtinlhr Wednesday a call for a truce in 
Ail ■ .idiwatM ihelt increasingly bincr war with 
jji ‘ h , a - t1 »ri. the mainstream Fateh movement 
, i, •,< nAmnt:' *» Lebanon. Cleric Sbeikb Assad 
, n Thrir Bayoud Al Tumimi said Tuesday 
!-« \isha; ' n Amman that as a mediator he 
I wanted the Fateh Revolutionary 
V Council (FRC) to agree to a 
' ui six-month truce before he 

. approached Fateh. Asked about 
1 11 Me the statement, an FRC spokes- 
• \ man in Beirut said it stood by its 

derision on Sunday to stop seck- 
, _ K pr Ing a ceasefire brokered by 

DaflKe' Sheikh Tamimi and vowed to hit 
r»c, hwqlBtl back hard against attacks on its 
leaders. 


in Amman that as a mediator he 
wanted the Fateh Revolutionary 
Council (FRC) to agree to a 
six-month truce before he 
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^ Morocco bans 
\ stem women’s protest 

■ h-ji.i ' Jh *^ RABAT (R) — A mass march by 
. \i j.rthios^ Moroccan women’s groups plan- 
^ ned for next Sunday to protest 
111 against sexual harassment has 
"./’.i t.ipjTi # been banned, the groups said 
'-.ifti ' Wednesday. The dcnwinstration 
. in Rabat was planned by 19 

■' , ' women's organisations, inriuding 

Women’s sections of opposition 
,.p. hi Hi*’ parties, trade unions ana human 
,, ui't. r- rights groups, a statement said. 

' ‘ i"'\ * J 3 ^ CWicials gave no reason for the 

' 4 .a ; ban. The march was decided after 

' yiia,# a- .sensational trial last month in 

• ■■■■'.;;!, „ v , f v Casablanca in which Chief Police 
\u ' Commissioner Mohammad Mus- 
'■ " "‘| jtu-fr tapha Tabet, 54, was sentenced to 
*'* death for multiple rape, de- 

• ' flowering virgins, sexual violence 

? NH® kv and “Wucting women.. 

. r ;id suPP^ Iran vice-president 
Hattie said to resign 
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Palestinians report 
breakthrough deal 
to resume peace talks 


By Mariam M. Shahfn 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

, AMMAN — A compromise for- 
mula aimed at breaking the im- 
passe over Arab participation in 
the ninth round of the Arab- 
Israeli peace talks is currently 
going through its final Stages of 
approval and is likely to be struck 
this week, Palestinian officials 
said Wednesday. 

The formula, which is based on 
simultaneous declarations of 
commitment by Palestinian, 

. Israeli and American officials is 
expected to be announced shortly 
before . the Arab-Israeli peace 
talks are scheduled to resume 
April 20, enabling all parties to 
attend. 

It entails a written Israeli com- 
mitment to 1) end the policy of 
expelling Palestinians horn their 
homeland, 2) significantly im- 
prove treatment of Palestinians in 
die occupied territories, and 3) 
adhere to the terms of reference 
and base the negotiations on 
- U.N. resolutions 242 and 338. 

The Israeli declaration will be 
handed to American officials be- 
fore Palestinians head for a final 
Arab coordination meeting of the 


foreign ministers and peace nego- 
tiators April 16, a Palestinian 
official saw* 

Along with the Israeli state- 
ment Palestinians will simul- 
taneously announce that they are. 
returning .to both the bilateral 
and multilateral talks, said the 
official, Mr. Saleh R’afat, who is 
a member of the Palestine Cen- 
tral Council (PCC). 

The American part will com- 
prise a declaration or a statement 
in which the U.S. administration 
is expected to 1) outline its own 
commitment and role in the 
peace process, 2) say its policy is 
to strengthen die implementation 
of resolutions 242 and 338 in die 
peace process, and 3) make furth- 
er commitments to the six-point 
plan outlined during U.S. Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christopher’s 
visit to the region. 

The statements, if made, will 
be in sharp contrast to public 
statements made thus far by both 
American and Israeli officials, 
who have vowed not to make any 
“concessions” vis-a-vis the peace 
process prior to a Palestinian 
“yes” regarding their participa- 
tion in round nine. 

While public statements made 


Israelis report ‘Libyan 
request to send pilgrims’ 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Libya has 
asked fsrael to admit about 200 
high-ranking Muslims on a pil- 
! gnmage to Islamic shrines, a 
newspaper reported Wednesday. 

TTie report came as a surprise, 
given Libya's outspoken hostility 
to Israel.. A spokeswoman for 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
refused to deny or confirm the 
banner-headlined, front-page re- 
port in Davar, which is close to 
! the ruling Labour party. 

Spokeswoman Behira Burdugo 
also declined comment on an 
army radio report that Israel has 
not yet replied to the request, 
mainly because the United States 
objects to granting the visas. 

Libya is under U.N. sanctions 
for refusing to hand over two 
suspects in the December 1988 
bombing of a Pan Am .airliner 
over Lockerbie. Scotland. 

Davar said the Libyan request 
reached Israel through Jewish 
leaders and businessmen. It did 
not identify them, but said they 
include people who had direct 
contact with Libyan leader 
Muammar Oadhafi, Davar stud. 

The report surprised many 
Israelis since Libya has shown no 


sign' of following other Arab 
states and joining U.S.-brokered 
peace talks with Israel. 

Davar quoted some anony- 
mous officials assaying they cons- 
idered it a “first chip in the wall 
of Libyan hostility towards 
Israel.'’ It said such a pilgrimage 
could help Libya shake off “ter- 
rorist'’ image in the West. 

They were quoted as saying 
Libya was trying to enlist influen- 
tial Jews, including business peo- 
ple, in pressuring the U.S. admi- 
nistration to relax the sanctions. 

Lately, Libyan media have 
complained that the sanctions 
prevent its Muslim citizens from 
making the annual pilgrimage to 
Mecca. 

Davar said Israel sought a reac- 
tion from the Clinton administra- 
tion, and found that the Amer- 
icans already knew about it- The 
United States advised Israel “to 
act as it saw fit” but gave the 
.Israelis the impression that 
Washington wanted the visas to 
be delayed. 

Teh main Muslim shrines 
under lsraeti-occupatioo are m 
Arab East Jerusalem. 


Israel does not expect 
Egyptian pressure 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel said 
Wednesday, in advance of an 
Israeli-Eeyptian summit expected 
next week, it was confident Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubarak 
did not want “to embarrass or 
pressure” the Jewish state. 

The comment came a day after 
Mr. Mubarak and U.S. President 
Bill Clinton predicted in 
■ Washington that Middle -East 
peace talks would resume on 
April 20 despite the lack of any 
moves to entice Palestinians to 

NICOSIA (AP) Iranian Vice Prime Minister Yitzhak 
President Hassan Habibi k to Rabin's office said a meeting with 
step down in a limited reshuffle of Mr Mubarak was likely but no 
the senior leadership, the Ti me or place bad been decided. 
English-language Tehran Times ^nny ra dio said it would be an 
reported in editions to be pub- session on April 15 m 

tished Thursday. The newspaper, 

whose report was made available • . 

to the Associated Press, quoted ® n ^ a 

an unidentified source “whose mscusaon and an eftwt to ady- 
repoits usually proved correct in jnce the peace process " David 
thepast." The newspaper did not Saltan, taaels ambassador in 
go into the reasons for the pre- , J™ radio. . 

dieted resignation, and its report J Mubarak himself said he 
could not be independently con- doesn^ want to embarrass or 
finned. The newspaper often re- pressure isreei but to see how to 
fleets the views of President a*«nce things and bnng the 
Hashemi Rafsanjani. The Tehran P 0 ?? 0 " .^°“ r to S ether ’” Mr.. 
Times put the verb “resigning” in S*™ “■ . . 

quotation marks, implying seep-. Egyp* believes in its ability to 
Seism about whethr Mr. Habibi's pjay a helpful role and that steins 
reported departure would be mom the good relations it has 
voluntary. Mr. Habibi, a French- with all the sides which are nego- 
educated lawyer who was' tiaiiug" he saM.^They certainly 
anoointed vice president on Aug. can play a role.” 


appointed vice president on Aug. 
2'. 1989. has failed to play an 
; live role in the government. 


eace talks have been sus- 
sin ee Israel expelled 415 


Palestinians to Lebanon on Dec. 
17. 

Palestinians are demanding an 
early return of all the expellees, 
currently scheduled to happen by 
the end of this year, and an Israeli 
pledge not to use tiie punishment 
again. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres told Israel Television 
after the Mubarak-Ointon meet- 
ing his government would make 
no new* gestures to the Palesti- 
nians. who' feel popular pressure 
not to resume peace talks while ' 
the exiles remain in Lebanon. 

“There's no need to concede. 
And no-one is asking us for 
more,” Mr. Peres said. “That is 
to say. I am referring mainly to 
the United States which is the 
bridge today between the Arab 
and Israeli stances.” 

Palestinians dismissed the com- 
ments in Washington, saying they 
believed Mr. Clinton was quietly 
pressing Israel to give the Palesti- 
nians something to justify their 
return to talks. 

“I do not think that Israel has 
given ali the concesaons it should 
give and I believe Use U.S. is. 
exerting some efforts on Rabin to 
do more,” Nazim Ju'beh, one of 
the Palestinian negotiators, told 
Reuters. 

“I do not expect a decision (on 
participation) until we have ex- 
hausted all .the means to get 
tangible concessions from Israel 
on the issue of deportations and j 
on tbe talks,” Mr. Ju’beh said, i 


by Palestinian officials have indi- 
cated that Israeli and American 
‘‘assurances of commitments” 
were in the malting, they were 
not seen as a sufficient “entice- 
ment” allowing for a Palestinian 
return to the talks, Mr. R'afat 
and other PLO officials con- i 
finned that “progress has been 
made and chances of success are 
seen as possible.” 

Members of the Palestinian de- >1 
legation which visited Washing- 
ton last month insisted that “no 
progress” had been made and all 
American and Israeli promises 
were “vague and insufficient” 
Mr. R'afat, who is the spokesman 
for the Democratic Front for tbe 
Liberation of Palestine (Abed ; 
Rabbo wing), told the Jordan 1 
Times that there was hope for a 
resumption of tbe talks by April i 
20 . ! 

Not all details have been 1 
agreed upon by the three parties 
concerned with the declaration. 
The Palestinians and the Israelis 
still have to agree on the wording 
of the Israeli statement, one 
Palestinian official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, told the 

(Continued on page 5) 

Expellees 
see UJSL 
‘blackmail* 

MARJ AL ZOHOUR, Lebanon 
(R) — Palestinian expellees ac- 
cused Washington of “cheap 
blackmail” on Wednesday by 
| promising progress as long as 
! Arabs resume Middle East peace 
talks. 

The 396 men, stranded in 
South Lebanon for 112 days, said 
they believed Palestinians would 
still refuse to return to talks with 
: Israel until all the exiles returned 
; home. \ 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubariric failed in a meeting in 
Washington Tuesday to win U.S. 

: President Bill Clinton's support 
for Israeli concessions to help 
Palestinians attend a new round 
of talks with the Jewish state set 
, for April 20 (see page' 5). 

U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher said the next step 
was for the Arabs to agree to 
| return to the talks and when that 
! happened “I think other favour- 
able things may follow.” 
i “Good things will happen 
I when there’s an agreement of all 
the parties to resume discus- 
sions,” he added. 

“We .deplore such words by 
! Christopher,” exile leader Abdul 
Aziz Al Rantisi told reporters. 

! “Christopher is saying the victim 
of injustice should wait and con- 
! ditions should be dictated to him. 

‘We consider this statement as 
, cheap blackmail. I warn the 
! Palestinian delegation against this 
trap. If tbe team agrees to the 
U.S. conditions it will isolate 
itself from the Palestinian peo- 
ple.” 

Dr. Rantisi said the Clinton- 
Mubarak meeting produced no- 
thing for Palestinians because the. 
United States backed Israel and 
its refiisal to implement U.N. 
Security Council. Resolution 799. 

The resolution, passed with 
i U.S. approval one day after the 
expulsions, demands the immedi- . 
ale return of all Ihe exiles. * 

“The* U.N: Security Council 
decision is dear ... there is no- 
thing in it that says tbe Palesti-I 
nian delegation should first re-1 
turn to peace talks before the; 
deportees’ case is settled,” -Dr.’ 
Rantisi said. 

"Our stand is dear We de-i 
maud an immediate, safe and! 
collective return. Any attempt to 1 
circumvent Resolution 799 is 
aimed at legalising the deporta- 
tions and is flatly refused. 

“We accept nothing less than 
implementation of Resolution 
i 799. Any solution aimed at divid- 
ing our cause is rejected.” 

, Most of the exiles are members 
for sympathisers of two Islamic 
i militant groups opposed to any! 
! negotiation table Israel. They 
! urged Palestinians to leave the 
I negotiating table forever. 



A Palestinian woman, Mrs. Khalil Abu Lehia, 
Wednesday removes her belongings from tbe rums 


Israelis block Palestinian 
march, raze Gaza home 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
t Agencies) — Tbe Israeli army 
Wednesday blocked about 100 
Palestinians from entering Jeru- 
salem to protest the government’s 
closure of tbe occupied territor- 
ies. 

In tbe Gaza Strip, the army 
used anti-tank missiles and other 
weapons to ruin a house and 
force the surrender of two 
Palestinians wanted for attacks 
on the army and on Arabs sus- 
pected of collaboration with 
Israel, the army and Arab reports 
said. 

The army said the two men 
arrested were member of the 
mainstream Fatah faction of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) and were armed with 
a Kalashnikov, a pistol and a 
grenade. Four others were de- 
tained in the Gaza village of 
Qarara for sheltering the men, 
Arab reports said. 

The army has used missiles, 
rockets and other weapons to 


destroy dozens of houses in the 
Gaza in its quest to arrest wanted 
Palestinians. The tactic was 
adapted to avoid risking the lives 
of Israeli soldiers in confronta- 
tions with suspects. 

The Arab protest group, 
headed by trade union leaders 
from the West Bank towns of 
Nablus and Ramailah, attempted 
to argue its way through an army 
roadblock north of Jerusalem. 

Soldiers turned them bade and 
also declared the site a “closed 
military zone,” forcing reporters 
and photographers to leave. 

Arab witnesses said that one 
Palestinian was arrested. 

Israel sealed off the Gaza Strip 
on March 29 and the West Bank 
last Thursday in retaliation for 
attacks that took the lives of 13 
Israelis in March. At least 26 
Palestinians also were killed in 
the violence. 

The closure has kept more than 
110.000 Palestinians from getting 


Price; Jordan 100 fils; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyafc; UAE 1.50 dirhams j 

Libya tells 
U.N. to go 
to hell in 
Lockerbie 
stand-off 

TUNIS (Agencies) — Libya, on 
the eve of a Security Council 
review of sanctions imposed in 
the Lockerbie dispute, lashed out 
at the United Nations Wednesday 
but played down an American 
threat to stiffen the sanctions. 

- 4 “Go to hell, you and your 
B Chapter Seven \oi the U.N. 

r > Charter)," the official newspaper 
m , — - ’ Al Jamahiriya told the U.N. 

, , ” _ “ ’ ’ ’ . The U.N. Security Council 

of her borne, which was destroyed by Israeli chapter Seven lust year 

anti-tank rockets (AFP photo) when it banned arms sales to 

_ • • Tripoli and flights to and from 

a lest s nian w » 

mrM.rn.rn .. for trial two men accused in 

~ B_ Britain and the United States of 

|7£k IIAIDP 1 bombing a U.S. airliner over 

Imj€M AAVrlllV Lockerbie. Scotland, in !9&. 

. . . , . „ „ , . Al Jamahiriva. which is cub- 

ises in the to jobs in Israel and has hurt the ijshed by the Ministry of Informa- 
nt wanted economy of the occupied tenitor- . ti on ~\v e cannot nrcojmse 
aCt »f * es ‘ the issue being put undo Chapter 

ig The protesters planned to Seven ... because no-one in the 

confronts- anen( j a j-jjy j n -Arab East Jeni- whole world has tl; right to usk 
salem that was called to highlight the Security Cc!..-..it to call on 
it group, the damage tbe closure has one state to hand over its citizens 
an leaders caused to the medical, social and for trial in another state.” 
towns of commercial services of the Arab The newspaper was quoted by 
attempted sector. the official news agency JANA, 

gh an army Also Wednesday, the Muslim Council sources said the Secur- 
uusalem. fundamentalist Hamas movement ity Council, when it reviews the 
a bade and issued a leaflet urging Palest i- sanctions Thursday, will probably 
a “closed nians “to make this month a leave them unchanged, while 
> reporters jihad” against Israel. threatening additional sanctions 

leave. The leaflet praised the groups' if Libya persists in refusing to 

I that one that have claimed responsibility comply with the council's de- 
ed. for attacks on Israel and Jewish mantis (see page 2). 

_ _ . settlers and said “it is a struggle A Libyan foreign ministry 

t until victory or martyrdom.” spokesman, quoted by JANA. 
Vest Bank said U.S. President Bill Clinton 

lotion for . Meanwhile, masked Paten- has m3dc |oglca! statemenI 
!nte of 13 man neny^tsshot .and killed la which convergc b s with whal 
J 26 35-year-old Arab '" the W«t (ubya) & „„ „ prc5Kd 

. killed in Bank, town of Tulkaiem. the wtlh practical steps — particular- 

army s aid. Ara b repons said Ihe , [hc wo U t^ an dtizens to 
mote than was snsp^ of collabotatmg sand tria ] bef^ i j us , and fair 
Dm getting with. Israeli authorises. court." 


to jobs in Israel and has hurt the 
economy of the occupied tern tor-, 
ies. 

The protesters planned to 
attend a rally in Arab East Jeru- 
salem that was called to highlight 
the damage tbe closure has 
caused to the medical, social and 
commercial services of the Arab 
sector. I 

Also Wednesday, the Muslim i 
fundamentalist Hamas movement 
issued a leaflet urging Palesti- 
nians “to make this month a 1 
jihad” against Israel. 

The leaflet praised the groups' 
that have claimed responsibility 
for attacks on Israel and Jewish 
settlers and said “it is a struggle 
until victory or martyrdom.” 

Meanwhile, masked Palesti- 
nian activists shot and killed a 
35-year-old Arab in the West 
Bank, town of Tulkarem, tbe 
army said. Arab reports said he 
was suspected of collaborating 
with. Israeli authorities. 


World Bank official gives high marks to 
Jordan and pledges continued backing 


By P.V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The World Bank 
said Wednesday chat it was 
satisfied that Jordan’s eco- 
nomy was recovering well in 
the short term and reaffirmed 
that the international body 
stood ready to help the King- 
dom address its economic 
problems and implement re- 
forms in the long term. 

Speaking for the Bank, Caio 
Koch-Weser, its vice-president 
for the Middle East and North 
Africa region, also voiced con- 
fidence that measures being 
adopted by Jordan to “mitigate 
the social costs” of its econo- 
mic restructuring would spare 
the low-income group. 

The World Bank official, 
who is currently visiting Jordan 
and attending an Arab popula- 
tion conference in addition to 
meeting with Jordanian lead- 
ers, indirectly confirmed that 


the government was planning 
“reforms” in die water, energy 
as well as agricultural sectors in 
a bid to achieve “efficient use 
of scarcely available re- 
sources” and expanded in- 
volvement of the private sec- 
tor. 

According to Mr. Koch- 
Weser, indications in the first 
quarter of this year showed 
that Jordan's economy would 
register a comfortable six to 
eight per cent growth rate in • 
1993, compared with “the 
be tter-than -expected” growth 
of over 10 per cent last year. 

“It is a messagel of great 
accomplishment and confi- 
dence that the good perform- . 
ance -would continue in the 
future if policies of structural 
reform and stabilisation con- 
tinued to be pursued vigorous- 
ly by tbe government,” he told 
tbe Jordan Times in an inter- 
view. 

He said the results of the 



Cab Koch-Weser 

economic performance were 
reflected in a gradual reduction 
in tbe unemployment rate, a 
better status in the balance of 
payments and a “manageable” 
level of import-export ratio as 
‘well as a low inflation rate. 

Mr. Koch-Weser, who met 
with Prime Minister Sharif 


.Zeid Ben Shaker Wednesday 
morning, described 1992 as a 
’fyear of productive collabora- 
tion between the (Jordanian) 
government and the World 
Bank.” 

He said the Bank was “very 
impressed" with Jordan's eco- 
nomic performance — 
“although there is room for 
improvement in exports" — 
and noted that the Kingdom's 
external financing needs for 
1993 were addressed by a' 
meeting of a consultative 
group of donor countries in 
Paris in January. 

The meeting, chaired by the 
■ .Bank, pledged S38Q million in 
’ assistance to Jordan to help it 
address the projected gap in 
the balance of payments in 
1993. 

Mr. Koch-Weser, who is on 
his second visit to Jordan and is 
expected to be received by His 

(Continued on page 5) 


Sudanese leader accuses Egypt 
of foiling efforts to end dispute 


From Ayman Safwfi in Khartoum 


SUDAN Wednesday accused 
Egypt of frustrating its efforts 
to find a peaceful settlement to 
the two countries dismte over 
the. border area of Halayeb. 

President of Sudan's Re- 
volutionary Command Council 
(RCC) Omar Hassan Al 
Bashir also said Egypt was 
hurting Sudan’s 
international reputation by 
spreading rumours that -the 
country is providing safe 
havens for terrorists and pro- 
viding training to militant 
Islamist groups. 

Speaking to. reporters in 
Khartoum Wednesday, Lieute- 
nant General Bashir said 
Sudan bad tried to peacefully 
solve its problems with Egypt 
but Cairo had completely dis- 
regarded all Sudanese initia- 
tives. 


Tension between the two 
countries escalated in March 
when Egypt moved troops into 
the Halayeb area after Sudan 
granted oil consession in the 
area to an international com- 
pany. 

Relations have deteriorated 
ever since with Egypt saying 
Khartoum is supporting mili- 
tant Islamists. 

Gen. Bashir, who came to 
power in a military coup in 
1989, said a joint Egyptian- 
Sudanese committee negotiat- 
ing the Halayeb conflict failed 
to achieve any progress be- 
cause the Egyptian delegation 
to fire committee said it has no 
power to agree on a solution. 

Gen. Bashir told foreign re- 
porter* that the Egyptian gov- 
ernment** animoaty towards 
Sudan goes to the eariy days of 


the RCC because the council 
refused to be subservient to 
Cairo. 

“Our brothers in Egypt ex- 
pected the new regime in 
Sudan (the RCC) to be a sub- 
servient to Cairo, with its deci- 
sions taken there,” he said 
attributing Sudan's alarming 
economic problems to the civil 
war in the south, Gen. Bashir 
said his government was seek- 
ing a comprehensive, lasting 
and just settlement to the con- 
flict with Sudanese People Li- 
beration Army (SPLA). 

Peace b the only way to 
solve the conflict, he said. 
Military victories will not solve 
it, he added. 

The Sudanese government 
and the leader of the main- 
stream rebel movement, re- 
negade Colonel John Garang, 
are scheduled to bold prelimin- 
ary talks this week on means of 



Omar Hassan Al Beshlr 

finding a peaceful settlement 
to Africa's two longest running 
civil war. 

In a joint declaration in En- 
tebe, Uganda, in February, the 
two sides agreed to hold a 
second round of negotiations 
in Nigeria. 

Gen. Bashir said Sudan 
would resist what he said , was 

(Cosaaoed on page 5) 
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aq says infant mortality 
as tripled, urges Arabs 
4 n seek an end to sanctions 






I j 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Iraq said 
'Wednesday its national infant 
mortality rate had tripplcd and 
malnutrition was rampant in 
the country since the imposi- 
tion of international sanctions 
against it in 1990, and called 
for an urgent lifting of the 
l l.N. -imposed measure. 

"’I lie Iraqi people are suffer- 
ing from severe shortages of 
essential foodstuffs, baby milk, 
vitamins and drugs, including 
medicine for children and in- 
tensive care supplies and 
equipment." Iraqi Planning 
Minister Sumal Majid Furraj 
told an Arab population con- 
ference here. 

"Mortality rates, particular- 
ly among mothers and chil- 
dren. have significantly gone 
up because of the hardships 
imposed by the sanctions." the 
‘minister said. 

Food and medicine are ex- 
empt from the sanctions im- 
posed by the U.N. Security 
Council, hut the oil; rich coun- 
try is banned from exports — 
its mainstay means for raising 
revenue to meet the needs of 
itss people. 

According to the minister, 
who headed his country's de- 
legation to the conference that 


is drafting a major "declara- 
tion" on issues related to Arab 
population, the infant mortal- 
ity rate in Iraq has gone up to 
92.5 per 1 .000 live births com- 
pared with 29.5 per cent before 
the Gulf crisis. 

Mr. Faraj did not give any 
figures on the number of 
deaths directly attributed to 
the sanctions. International ex- 
perts and U.N. officials esti- 
mate that over 100,000 chil- 
dren under the age of five died 
in the country from prevent- 
able causes since the imposi- 
tion of the embargo. 

“We hope that the hardships 
that the Iraqi people are 
undergoing will motivate you 
to stand by them and call for an 
immediate lifting of the sanc- 
tions," Mr. Faraj told the con- 
ference. 

He noted that Iraq had a 
record of self-reliance and 
development-oriented econo- 
mic policies since J96H, but the 
entire infrastructure and prog- 
ramme it developed since then 
were on the verge of total 
destruction by the continuing 
sanctions. 

The minister also noted that 
Iraq had a record of abiding by 
regional and international de- 
cisions and recommendations 
vis-u vis population Issues and 
had developed its own strategy 


for a balanced exploitation of | 
the natural wealth of Iraq, 
which also has a rich agricultu- 
ral base. 

In separate comments to the 
Jordan Times, the Iraqi minis- 
ter said there were no new 
developments in the stalemate 
between the U.N. and Iraq 
over Baghdad’s refusal to sell 
oil worth SI. 6 billion under J 
U.N. supervision to raise 
funds. 

“There is no shift in our I 
position." Mr. Faraj said. 

The U.N., finding its re-j 
sources under strain in im- 
plementing the terms of the 
Gulf war ceasefire, proposed 
in 1991 that Baghdad be 
allowed a one-time sale of $1.6 
billion in oil to raise funds 
which- will be used to pay war 
reparations and U.N. costs and 
procure food and medicine for 
Iraq under U.N. control. 

Baghdad says that the U.N. 
proposal was tantamount to a 
violation of Iraq’s sovereignty 
and infringed on its market 
freedom. 

Sources at the Amman con- 
ference said Iraq was planning 
to seek a resolution calling for 
an end to the sanctions, but the 
move was not expected to be 
endorsed by the Gulf states 
attending the meeting. 


U.N. appeals for funds 
help starving Sudanese 


NAIROBI (R) The United 
NalimiN. saying it had inadequate 
fm ills l«» support relief work, 
warned Wednesday that hun- 
dreds of thousands of |KO|iic 
could starve to death in Sudan's 
war- lorn south due to inlcrna- 
I tonal neglect. 

“While* lliere is competition lor 
emergency relief lunds in many 
pails of the world, we believe 
liial the needs for emergency 
assistance in southern Sudan 
should have tile highest priority 
iHrcaiisc nowhere else in the 
world are people ill such dire 
straits.” the U.N. World TotM 
Programme (WIT) said in a 
statement 

The WIT. the U.N.'s food 
atm. said it needed $130 million 
.or relicl work in the southern 
Sudan but only $14.9 million had 
been raised. 

“ Ilte situation in some parts o| 
Sudan is absolutely bleak with 
starvation rampant in the south.” 

u said. 

“We have the ability to reach 
millions who are at risk ami 
uigcnlly appeal 1 o the interna- 
tional ci >iiiinii inly to provide us 
with I he resources we need to 
ship staivaiion on a massive 
svafe." 

Hie si.iictncnl said 2.X nullum 
jvi'plc were immediately a! risk 
aud could starve to death unless 
relict supplies reached them. Up 
to 1 .7 u ul in >ii have Ik*cii displaced 
hvwai. aud drought has hi! 1.1 
lUllllOII 

Relict workers reluming lo 
Kenya iiom Sudan described the 
situation i here as “awlul and dc- 
jviessmi!'’ 

'Ihov said the tragedy unfold- 
ing in Sudan would Ire of similar 
disiueiisioiis lo dial of .Somalia, 
with hundreds o| thousands ol 
people threatened by lamine. 

A civil w.ii Itas l>cc» raging in. 
she Imgc Airican country lor ttl 
years Ivlw-ven lire mainly Christ- 
ian and a nun ist south and the 
Muslim. Aral used north, which 
" controls the govemmeni. 

Relief workers estimate 
stKI.tltXI |reopie have died 

: mainly civilians ui lamine since 
;lie wai si aired in l*IH3 and some 
•) s mi tin >n si hi the me is have tree it 
diiwii I loin t/ieii homes, most of 
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them into neighbouring Uganda, 
Kenya and Ethiopia. 

Bui unlike disasters in Somalia 
and Ethiopia in the last decade. 
Sudan has attracted little interna- 
tional attenlion. 

The WFP said it needed 
324.IKX) tonnes of food slocks for 
1993. It added that lo date no 
funds have been received to pay 
for staff or administrative costs to 
ruu the Sudan operations. 

“Food shortages are at a crisis 
point with cases of death from 
starvation reported and nralnutri- 
lioiHIutes jjJQpog the. highest jn. 

the ,7. the WFPjiaid-.. . j. 

It has approved a $45 million 
emergency operation to provide 
41, (XX) tonnes of sorghum, hut 
said it cannot begin the operation 
until it receives donations. 

Relief workers say the situation 
in southern Sudan had been 
made worse by fighting between 
different factions of the rebel 
Sudan People's liberation Army 
(SPI.A). 

Hie SPI.A first split into fac- 
tions in 1991 when senior aides lo 
guerrilla chief John Garang left 
alter accusing him of human 
rights violations and dictatorship. 

On Monday, three of the fac- 
tions Nasir. Nyuon and K wa- 
il yin said they had reunited 
and immediately declared u ceas- 
efire in one of Africa’s longest- 
running civil wars. 

Hie rebels are due to resume 
[kmcc talks with their government 
op|KM>cn(s in the Nigerian capital 
Abuja in June. 

Delegation talks with Garang 

A Sudanese government de- 
legation is in Nigeria for prelimin- 
ary talks with < nloncl Garang to 
iiclp end one of Africa’s longest- 
rum) mg civil wars, a senior 
Sudanese diplomat said 
Wednesday. 

“Tlie talks will he for two to 
three days. They are preliminary 
talks.” Sudan's ambassador to 
Inigos, Ahmad At Tijani Salih, 
told Reuters from the Nigeria 
capital. Abuja. 

('ol. Garang had private talks 
Monday with Nigeria President 
Ibrahim Hahnngida. who is 
brokering the peace effort. 







UNDER SIEGE: A wheelchair-bound Palestinian “entry” permit. The occupied West Bank Ins been 
from Tulkarem and his family Wednesday show dosed off for eight days, the occupied Gaza Strip 
their papers at an Israeli army roadblock outside for 11 (AFP photo) 

Jerusalem. They were turned back, lacking an 


Pakistan 
arrests 1 2 
suspected 
Arab fighters 

PESHAWAR, Pakistan. (R) — 
Pakistan arrested 14 Arabs in the 
north west frontier city of Pesha- 
war Tuesday as pan of a sweep 
against suspected guerrillas, Arab 
sources and police said. 

Islamabad seeks to dear its 
name after the United States in 
January added Pakistan to a 
watch list of countries allegedly 
sponsoring “terrorism.” 

.- 7 Police arrested l4 AFabs,‘jm- 
d tiding orie Pdlestinian, in- a sub- 
urb of Peshawar on the road to 
the Khyber pass that in turn leads 
to Afghanistan, the Arab sources 
said. The nationalities of the 
other Arabs were not known. 

Nine suspected Libyan guerril- 
las. must of them heavily armed, 
have already been detained in 
Peshawar, polio: say. 

The frontier province home 
(interior) department issued 
orders for the arrest of any fore- 
igners found in the tribal areas, 
which do not come directly under 
Pakistani jurisdiction. 

Political agents who supervise 
the border zones were ordered to 
arrest foreigners travelling in 
these tribal sanctuaries along 
Pakistan’s porous border with 
Afghanistan. 

Interior Minister Shujaat Hus- 
sain said last week the govern- 
ment would decide within a 
month whether to expel Arabs in 
Pakistan, extradite them or allow 
them to remain. 

Several Arab countries, includ- 
ing Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Algeria, 
Tunisia and Sudan have voiced 
concern that Muslim militants 
operating in those countries had 
fought in the 14-year Afghan war 
and were obtaining arms and 
training in Peshawar. 

“We -want these terrorists as 
much as the west docs," Mr. 
Hussain said late Tuesday. “We 
are not involved in these things.” 

Most of the Arabs came to 
Pakistan to fight in the 14-year 
Afghan war against the former 
Kahul government. 

About 2, MX) Arabs are reg- 
istered in the North West. Fron- 
tier Province - 


JERSEY CITY, New Jersey (R) ' 
— Fundamentalist Islamic cleric 
Sheikh Omar- Abdul Rahman 
Tuesday attacked Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak as' a des- 
troyer of demoo-acy and repeated 
bis claim of innocence in the 
bombing of New York’s World 
Trade Centre. 

Speaking to reporters at his 
New Jersey apartment. Sheikh 
Abdul Rahman also strongly 
criticised the Clinton administra- 
tion for inviting Mr. Mubarak to 
visit the United States. 

The Egyptian leader, who met 
President Bill Clinton Tuesday, 
has said that Egypt warned 
U.S. officials about a rise in 
fundamentalist activities in the 
United States. 

Muslim fundamentalists in 
Egypt who see Sheikh Abdul' 
Rahman as their spiritual leader 
are waging a violent campaign 
aimed at bringing down the Egyp- 
tian government. They have 
bombed tourist buses and hit 
other targets in hopes of disrupt- 
ing tourism. 


Sheikh Abdul Rahman has de- 
fended those attacks. But he has 
repeatedly denied any involve- 
ment in the Feb. 26 bombing of 
the World Trade Centre in Man- 
hattan that killed six people and 
injured more than 1,000. 

“I condemn the bombing of the 
World Trade Centre and I’m here 
to say I do not condone this kind 
of violence,'’ he told more than 
100 reporters in his living room. 

Five of his New Jersey follow- 
ers are under arrest in connection 
with the bombing. A sixth person 
is being soughr by authorities who 
believe he has fled die country, 
possibly to Egypt. 

Sheikh Abdul Rahman de- 
voted most of his news confer- 
ence to a long statement attack- 
ing Mr. Mubarak. 

“He destroyed democracy in 
Egypt and he has become like a 
king sitting on an Egyptian 
throne. It is a mistake to call him 
President Mubarak. He should be 
called king Mubarak," the cleric 
said through a translator. 


Sheikh Abdul Rahman also 
said Mr. Mubarak is interfering 
with the U.S. judical system by 
suggesting he knows some of the 
secrets of the bombing. 

. “How can he interfere in an 
issue? that is before the courts and 
how can he convict people before 
they are tried in a court of law?" 
be asked. 

The cleric took few questions 
from reporters. 

He made no reference to the 
fact that a trial against him 
opened in Egypt Tuesday. 

Sheikh Abdul Rahman has 
been charged, along with 48 
others, of attempting to kill two 
police officers and incite violence 
during a protest outside a mosque 
in 1989. 

Facing deportation from the 
United States, be said he is ready 
to return to Egypt, where he 
believes he would be imprisoned. 

But according to the Immigra- 
tion and Naturalisation Service, 
he would be sent back to Sudan, 
the country from which he came 
to the United States. 


Iranians face trouble in Turkey 


By Metis Demirsar , 

* Reuter • • 

ISTANBUL — Iranians sit in an 
Istanbul clothes shop swapping 
tales about the impact on their 
lives of rising tensions between 
secular Turkey and fundamental- 
ist Iran. 

“A cab-driver ordered me out 
of a taxi recently when be learned 
I was an Iranian. He said Turkey 
was no place for banians,” said 
Ismail Yckta, a dean-shaven uni- 
versity student. 

“The Turkish press has not 
been writing good things about 
Iran and Iranians. Turks are 
looking at us as if we were all 
terrorists,” Mehmed Abedeni, a 
textile trader from Tehran, com- 
plained. 

Turkey's big Iranian commun- 
ity has been facing tougher times 
since Ankara last month accused 
Iranian-trained Islamic radicals of 
committing at least three political 
murders m Turkey. 

Iran, in turn, has accused Tur- 
key of sheltering supporters of 
the late Shah and opponents of 
the Islamic republic. 

Turkish security officials have 
long kept track of Iranians they 
say are involved in extensive net- 
works of organised crime. 

"They are involved in every 
kind of crime from preparing 
forged passports to drug traffick- 
ing and prostitution." Salib G un- 
gor, head of the anti-smuggling 
division of the Istanbul Police 
Department, told Reuters. 

Pressure is mounting in Turkey 
for closer monitoring of an Ira- 
nian community thought to num- 


ber at least one million;' •*. . 

■“Police are r worried about' the 
large numbers of undocumented 
Iranians because they pose a 
potential for crime,” Mr. Gungor 
said. 

“We have to bring them under 
control,” Ismail Kosc, a member 
of parliament of Prime Minister 
Suleyman Demirel’s True Path 
Party, told Cumhuriyet newspap- 
er last month. 

No one really knows how many 
Iranians are in Turkey because 
they do not need visas to enter 
the country. 

Turkish police say 14,000 Ira- 
nians reside here legally, but say 
up to one million others work in 
TUrkey without residence per- 
mits, about a third of them in 
Istanbul. 

The Mujahideen-e-Khalq, a • 
Paris-based Iranian opposition 
group, puts the number at around 
two million. 

Turkey is a key transit point for 
Iranians travelling to the United 
States and Europe — 230,000 
crossed its borders last year 
alone, immigration officials said. 

Former President Kenan 
Evren, who led the 1980 military 
coup, has said Turkey should 
impose visa requirements to help 
sever links between Iranian and 
Turkish fundamentalists. 

Turkey said last month that 
members of the Islamic Action 
Group, charged with murders of 
two secular Turkish journalists 
and an Iranian dissident, had 
been trained in Iran. 

Officials also fear that the Ira- 
nian government and its foes are 
fighting out their quarrels on 
Turkish territory. 


• The Mujatadeeh-e-Khalq : says : 
■that agents ; Sent ' by -Tehran ' have' 
assassinated 50 Iranian dissidents 
in Turkey. Police say they know 
of at least a dozen such murders 
since 1980. . 

Most of the Iranians concen- 
trated in Istanbul, Ankara and 
Izmir are ethnic Azeris, who 
speak a Turkish dialect, but the 
community also includes Per- 
sians, Kurds and Armenians. 

Iranians run restaurants and 
hotels, own carpet and do thing 
shops, or study at Turkish univer- 
sities. About 200 Iranian trading 
companies are registered in Tur- 
key, officials say. 

After the 1979 Islamic revolu- 
tion, hundreds of thousands of 
Iranians took refuge in Turkey 
because they were identified with 
the Shah’s regime or disliked its 
theocratic replacement. 

Many still live in Istanbul, con- 
gregating in the seedy, but throb- 
bing business and hotel districts 
of Laleli and Aksaray,- which 
have come to be known as Little 
Iran and New Tehran. 

“At one time, Iranians out- 
numbered Turks in this district 
three to one,” a Turkish derk in 
Laleli said. 

Many of the Iranians have no 
political leanings. 

“I am an Iranian citizen, but 
mother a fundamentalist nor a 
supporter of the Shah," said Mr. 
Abedeni, the textile merchant. 

He fled to Turkey with his wife 
and five children after Iraqi 
planes bombed his Tehran neigh- 
bourhood at the height of the 
Iran-Iraq war in the mid-1980s. 

“If we had been comfortable in 
Iran, we would have stayed,” Mr. 
Abedeni said. 


U.N. to warn Libya 
of tougher measures 




Hardline preacher assails Mubarak 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
Security Council is expected to 
continue without change the 
sanctions it imposed against 
Libya, a year ago, but it will warn 
Thursday that continued non- 
compliance with its demands 
could lead to tougher measures, 
council sources said Tuesday. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton, at 
a joint news conferenc e in 
Washington with Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak Tuesday, 
warned of tougher sanctions 
tpiinit Libya, but did not offer 
any specifics. 

Mr. Clinton said:- “It’s inevit- 
able that we will press for tougher 
sanctions if the government of 
Libya does not release the people 
that have been charged" for in- 
volvement in the 1988 bombing of 
a Pan Am jet over Lockerbie, 
Scotland. 

The. man datory sanctions, in- ' 
volving an arms and aviation 
embargo and downgrading of di- 
plomatic ties, were imposed after 
Libya failed to surrender for trial 
two men indicted in Britain and 
the United States for involvement 
in the bombing over Lockerbie, 
in which 270 people died. 

Libya has also failed to cooper- 
ate rally with a French inquiry 
into the mid-air bombing of UTA 
Flight 772 over Niger in 1989 in 
which all 171 people aboard were 
killed. 

Council sources said the ex- 
isting sanctions were expected to 
remain unchanged when they 
come up for review Thursday. 

But a statement to be issued 
after the review would also hold 
put the threat of additional puni- 
tive measures if Libya persisted in 
refusing to comply with the coun- 
cil's demands. The statement was 
not expected to indude a specific 
deadline. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher told a Senate 
committee in Washington last 
week that “the time , has come to 
stiffen the embargo against 
Libya.” 

He raised the possibility of an 
oil embargo but the State Depart- 
ment later softened this, saying it 
might ask for a ban on the sale of 
oil technology and equipment. 


Several European Cbmmurufe j: 
fEO countries import Libyan o*L W 
Arab League Secretary- J- 
General Esmat Abdul .Men«£. 
came to the United Natrons Jfctg 
week to lobby against any stiffen^ 
ing of the sanctions. Jfc. 

“Our main objective is to avoirT*;' 
an escalation of the sanctions, fcrS' 
the time being.” he told Reulcrtf 
Tuesday, referring to the forth-.* 
coming review. :*#■ 

Under last year’s resolution, % 
the council conducts a review-. ~ 
every 120 days, but may do so v 
sooner “should the situation w f 

require." _ ' 

After a joint meeting Tuesday s; 
with the U.N. representatives of : y 
tfae United States, Britain and ^ 
France, and a separate meeting - 
with Russia’s U.N. envoy, the 
Arab League chief dedmed to;j* 
say how the ambassadors had*;, 
reacted. They also offered hot-: 
substantive commept. ~- 

Dr. Abdul Meguid, a former . 
foreign minister of Egypt and .; 
once its U.N. ambassador, sard / 
be will have conferred with all 15 r 
council members before leaving 
Thursday to return to Cairo. 

The sanctions resolution, 
adopted. on March 31, 1992, went : .. 
into effect on April 15, allowing 
Libya a two-week grace period. 

The resolution required all : 
countries to: 

— Cut air links with Libya,, 
'except those based on approved 
humanitarian needs, prohibit the 
supply of aircraft parts or servic- 
ing of Libyan aircraft, prohibit 
the provision of arms or arms- 
related material, advice or assist- < 
ance reduce significantly the 4| 
’number and level of Libyan di- 
plomatic representation in ttusir 
territory, prevent the operation . 
of all Libyan Arab airlines offices 
and deny entry to Libyan Batkmh . 
expelled from other states be- 
cause of involvement in “terror- 
ist" activities. 

The-vote on the resolution was 
10 in favour and none against, 
with five abstentions — an un- 
usually large number. A council - 
resolution requires at least nine 
votes, and no vetoes, to win 
adoption.' 


Montazeri’s office said 
Jiiiked to armed gang 

TEHRAN (R) — A court official 
has linkecPthe office of Ayatollah 
Hossein Ali Montazeri, once the 
designated successor to the late 
leader Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini, to an underground, 
armed anti-Khomeini group, a 
newspaper reported. 

The weekly Kayhan Havai also 
accused Salam newspaper, pub- 
lished by a hardline clerical 
group, of trying to bring Ayatol- 
lah Montazeri back into the main- 
stream from the political wilder- 
ness Ayatollah Khomeini con- 
signed him to before his death in 
1989. 

The latest controversy started 
with a speech Ayatollah Mon- 
tazeri, 71, made in his theology 
class in the holy city of Qom on 
Feb. 10, criticising Iran's Islamic 
rulers. 

Ayatollah Montazeri's son 
Ahmad, in a letter to Salam 
newspaper last month, said de- 
monstrators and security agents 
attacked and ransacked Ayatol- 
lah Montazeri's office three days 
after the speech. 

Kayhan Havai quoted an offi- 
cial of the special court of the 
clergy as denying his version of 
events, saying the court had 
ordered a search of the house of 
Ayatollah Montazeri’s son-in-law 
Hadi Hashemi and several others 
which uncovered “five pickup- 
truckloads of leaflets insulting the 
imam (Khomeini).” 

Hashemi’s brother Mehdi, a 
former Revolutionary Guard offi- 
cial, was convicted of murder and 
sabotage and executed in 1987. 

Several of his colleagues were* 
executed in 1987 and later. Judi- 
cial officials -say others are still 


active. 

The court official, identified 
only as Hosseinian, told Kayhan 
Havai the court was led to the 
house of the Montazeri aides 
after police arrested five or six 
Hashemi followers who gathered 
arms and distributed anti- 
Khomeini leaflets in Tehran. 

“Under interrogation they con- 
fessed that these activities were 
carried out in coordination with ; 
Mr. Montazeri's office' and Hadi : 
Hashemi, and that the leaflets 
were produced in Hashemi’s 
bouse and several other houses," 
he was quoted as saying. 

Hosseinian said the contents of 
the leaflets and other documents 
seized in the search would be 
made public. 

He said Ayatollah Montazeri's 
house was not searched and a 
warrant had been shown to 
Ahmad Montazeri before sear- 
ching the ayatollah's office. 

Ahmad Montazeri said in his 
letter that more than 1 ,000 agents 
took part in the raid on his 
father's office, breaking down 
doors and showing no search 
warrants. 

He also accused the official 
news agency IRNA of lying when 
it published what it said was an 
interview with Ayatollah Mon- 
(azeri four days later, saying only 
he had talked to the IRNA repor- 
ter. 

Ayatollah Montazeri was a stu- 
dent of Ayatollah Khomeini and 
a staunch supporter of his 1979 
■Islamic revolution, but fell out 
with the leader over his links with 
Hashemi and criticism of political 
prisoners and other government 
actions. 
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Meicuri&ity. 

il will he partly dourly ami relatively 
cold and iherc will be a chance for 
scattered shower, of nun. especially in 
the northern parts nf Jordan. Winds 
will be mu lh westerly moderate. 
Ircshitunp al times In Aqaba, winds 
will be northerly moderate and .seas 
calm. 


Amman 


Min ./max. temp. 
r> / 17 


Alpha 11/25 

Deserts 4/20 

Jordan Vaficy 111/23 

Yesterday \ high temperature*: Am* 
man IV, Aqiiha 2V. Humidity readings; 
Amman 3X per cent. Aqaba 37 per 
cent. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


Al Old: pharmacy ( — ) 
/AttQA: 

Dr. Hicham I liyaaal (_) 

Khalifch pharmacy VHS4I7 


NIGHT DUTY 


Civil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 63(1341 

Civil Defence fimcrgcncy IW 

Rescue Police 192,621111.637777 

Hit Brigade 89122H 


AMMAN; 

Dr. Muhmoud Al Abbadi 
Dr. Yahya Abdul Kalua . 
Dr. Muhmoud Ai Hindi „ 
Dr. Abdul AzkTahuun .. 

T7JW39 

7361172 

65X081 

Highway Police 

Traffic Police 

Public Security Department ... 

Hotel Cntnpttms 

Price Comptainis 

843402 
, 896390 
63(1321 
, 6U5MKJ 
, 661 176 


77K336 

<«Nnplaints 

Amman MuniripaHty 

(’nmphinbl 

Telephone Information 
(directory asasuncc) 

,897467 



Nainudth pharmacy 

Al Salam pbanfiacy 

623672 

636730 

644945 

7X7 III 
121 




OIU23U 




UUUlh 

Dr. Ahmad Oanu 

I-) 

• Repairs — 

Abdali Telephone Repaint .... 
Jordan Television 

ill 


Radio Jordan 7741 It 

Water Authority 6X0 1 Ul 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... KI56I5 
Kfecuic Power 

Company 6363X1 

KJ Higm Information 0H-S32U0. 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport OK-532UI 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

lltnsein Medical Centre X I3X 13/32 

KJtaJkU Maternity, J. Aim,., 6442X1/6 
Akiicfa Maternity, J. Amu.... 642441/2 

Jahal Amman Maternity 642362 

MaHus. J. Amman 636140 

PutoUne. S hm c t sa n i .......... 664171/4 

Shmcaani Hospital 669131 

Univcntty Hospital 84SK45 

Al-Muasbcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. AtxUi .......... 666127/37 

At-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Mnliajrccn. 777IDI/3 . 

Al- Bashir, J. Asbrafkfa 77SI 1 1/26 

Army. Maria :«9I6!I/15 

Queen Aha Hospital 60224050 

Antal Hospital 6741SS 

ZARQA: 

Zona Govt. KmpRal (09)983323 

Zanja National I Impiul 
Ibn Sica Hospital 



Al Ifiluna Modem Hospital (09JWOT90 

IRBIDs 

Princess Basina Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

IhnAINafccs Hospital (112)247100 

AQABA: 

Princes. Mayo Hospital .... (03)314! II 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Royal 
Jbntowort (RJ) inhumation depart- 
tnent at the Queen Aha latcnutionaT 
Airport Td. (01)3321103. when it 
should always he verified 

ARRIVALS 

BaST” <"> "*■ 

Jfcto . Singapore, Kutila Lumpur (RJ) 
9*15 Sanaa (RJ) 

*** - New Delhi (RJ) 

. I Cairo. Aqaba (RJ) 

11:15 Beinxt (RJs 

.... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 


Abu Dbabi(RJ) 

22-f* ---• London. Berlin (RJ) 

— Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ) 

Ttmts. Casablanca (RJ) 

Athens. Lamaca(RJ) 

2, ; li Romc(Rj) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

— Mu «ai.Ahu Dhabi <GF) 

£B( ( £ 5i 

; Cano (MS) 

DEFAKTURBS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flight* 

(Terminal 1) 

- ^‘(W) 

EfclS m Abi Dhabi (RJ) 

l2= Jf Montreal. Toronto (RJ) 

Lamaca, Athens (RJ) 

Aqaba. Paris (RJ) 

SB London (Rjj 

SS Bahmm Doha (Rj) 

22s4i -DaraaaaisfRj) 

Oats — ■£•••:-: Dub * 1 . Muscat ?Rj) 

Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta (RJ) 

ot W FUtfrts (Tanniiial 2 ) 


JSi* V Beirut (ME) 

Vienna (OS) 

Abu Dhabi. Muscat (GF) 

ES Riyadh (RUj 

{SIS ?: Damascus (AZ) 

Damascus. Dubai (EM) 

MARKET prices 

price in Sh per kg. 
TOW TOO 

taoana (Mulunwnr j 620 / 620 

900/ TOO 

- 

jgjgy.: 160 / too 

\ 120/60 

i^P5f ra t snu,M ) 220/160 

“>'!» 

«PP«-(*wca) 260 / 200 

tSS;:::;::;;::: - SXS 

100/50 


4\ 
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His Royal Hi g hnes s Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, Wednesday meets with Tsheten Samdup, 
the representative of the Dalai Lama (Petra photo) 

Crown Prince meets visiting 
religious representatives 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prinoe Hassan, 
the Regent, Wednesday received 
at the Royal Court the repre- 
sentative of the Ecumenical Pat- 
riarchate in Geneva Metropolitan 
Damaskinos and the director of 
the Orthodox Centre in Switzer- 
land. 

Prince Hassan stressed the 
need to continue meetings to 
enhance inter-faith' dialogue and 
to remove obstacles impeding in- 
ternational understanding among 
peoples and nations. 

The bishop said he will contact 


the Orthodox patriarch of Bel- 
grade and Serbian religious in- 
stitutions to convey the wishes of 
Prince Hassan and Muslims all 
over the world that a peace settle- 
ment will take plaix between 
Muslims and Christians in the 
former Yugoslav republics, parti- 
cularly in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

He also told Prince Hassan that 
he will invite two Serbian bishops 
to participate in the Islamic- 
Christian meeting which will be 
held in Amman soon under the 
patronage of Prince Hassan. 

The conference is organised by 


the Royal Academy for the Isla- 
mic Civilisation Researches in 
cooperation with the Orthodox 
Centre in Switzerland. 

Prince Hassan also met 
Wednesday with Tsbeten Sam- 
dup. the representative of the 
Dalai Lama. Mr. Samdup con- 
veyed to Prince Hassan the greet- 
ings of the Dalai Lama, the spir- 
itual leader of Tibetan Buddhists. 
Both visitors are in Amman to 
attend the meetings of the Round 
Table Conference human rights 
which was opened by His Royal 
Highness Monday. 


Omani minister reviews NHF work 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Omani Minis- 
ter of Social Affairs and Labour 
Ahmed Ben Mohammed Al- 
Eisa’i Wednesday reviewed with 
Noor A1 Hussein Foundation’s 
(NHF) President In’am Mufti 
possible cooperation between 
NHF and Omani development 
institutions. 

Both sides also discussed how 
the foundation's experiment in 
integrated and comprehensive 
development could be utilized in ^ 
Oman, especially iwrareas relating * 
to rural communities, worried 
and traditional crafts develop-* 
ment. 

The discussion came as Sheikh 
Ai Eisa’i, accompanied by Jorda- 
nian Minister of Social Develop- 


ment Amin Awad Mashaqbeh, 
the Omani ambassador in Am- 
man and several of Omani offi- 
cials, called at the foundation. 

Sheikh Al-Eisa'i and the 
accompanying delegation watch- 
ed a slide presentation on NHF 
development philosophy which 
stresses self-reliance, grassroots 
participation and the integration 
of women into the development 
process. 

The Omani official expressed 
>appreaatibn'fOT the development 
achievements realized by several 
Jordanian institutions, including 
NHF, in the various' ’fields. 

The Omani minister and the 
accompanying delegation then 
toured the Jordan Design and 


Trade Centre which operates 
within the NHF National Hand- 
icrafts Development Project. 

The centre has extended tech- 
nical, training, financial and 
marketing assistance to over 
2.000 Jordanian crafts people 
throughout the Kingdom, thus 
contributing to the revival and 
development of the country’s 
national heritage, and to the flow 
of steady income for needy fami- 
lies. 

Sheikh Al Eisa’i and the 
■ accompanying tie legation are in 
Jordan at the invitation of the 
Jordanian- minister of social de- 
velopment; and to attend the 
Arab labour ministers’ confer- 
ence being held in Amman. 


Jordan fights growing poverty 
conditions amidst economic boom 


By Rana Sabbagh 
Reuters 

MADABA — In a countiy with a 
booming economy and a surging 
stock market, Fans Khawatrab 
lives in a mud and brick house 
with no door. 

His children often go to bed 
hungry. 

He is one of Jordan's growing 
army of poor officially estimated 
at 1 ,200,000 or about one-third of 
the Kingdom’s population. 

“This is not a human life,” said 
Mr. K ha war rah, 39, standing in 
his tiny, darkened house that sees 
no sunlight because its windows 
are fined with bricks. 

Mr. Kh aw at rah earns 70 dinars 
a month as a messenger for the 
dty of Madaba, south of Amman. 

“When- we have dinner one 
day, the next day- we don’t... the 
same goes for lunch,” he said, 
tears welling in his eyes as he 
talked about his four children. 

His neighbour Amineh 
Azaidah, a widow, said she 
wished she could sell her two 
gold-capped teeth to feed her 
eight children. 

“1 forgot when we last ate 
meat," said the woman. 

Jordan boasted 11 per cent 
economic growth last year and its 
. stock market’s gains were among 
the highest in the world. But 
poverty has worsened in the past 
four years because of high unem- 
ployment, rapid population 
growth and a sharp fall in pur- 
chasing power. 

Parliamentary Deputy Fawzi 
Tou’aimeh is worried by the 


widening gap between rich and 
poor. 

“The continuous deterioration 
of living standards of the fast 
eroding purchasing power of in- 
comes is one of the major ele- 
ments destabilising social secur- 
ity,” he said. 

Privately, officials say Muslim 
fundamentalism, so far contained 
in Jordan, is taking stronger root 
among the poor. 

The U.N. Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) says malnutrition is 
rising among thousands of fami- 
lies who live on bread, tomatoes, 
lentils and onions. 

“Poverty does not bit you in 
the face,” said Nigel Fischer, UN- 
ICEF chief in Jordan. “It is 
masked in the sense that Jordan’s 
slums are nothing like the slums 
of Africa or Bombay... people 
tend not to advertise their pover- 
ty- 

But the government recognises 
the problem and the worrying 
spread of poverty from the coun- 
tryside to the working urban 
poor. 

"We have a poverty problem 
and we are trying, within our 
means, to push it back to accept- 
able limits,” said Mohammad 
Sqour, secretary general at the 
Social Development Ministry. 

The government has a 520- 
million plan to reduce rural 
poverty by giving soft loans over 
the next seven years to fund 
agricultural projects. ' 

The growth of poverty became 
acute after a dinar crisis in mid- 
1988 forced Jordan to devalue its 
currency by over 50 per cent. 


Most of the 300,000 low-paid 
civil servants — almost half the 
country’s workforce — - who sup- 
port an average of sue people 
each, were forced into a hand-to- 
mouth struggle for survival. 

The Gulf war in 1991 acceler- 
ated the fall in living standards. 
More than 300,000 citizens re- 
turned from Kuwait because of 
the crisis, cutting off the flow of 
currency remittances. 

The returnees brought a boom 
in construction and other key 
industries but they have also 
strained Jordan's infrastructure 
and services. 

The Kingdom, which once 
offered its 3.8 million citizens a 
safety net of services funded by 
Arab Gulf aid, has seen that 
money gradually dry up and is 
being forced to become more 
self-reliant. 

“The trend is to lessen their 
(the poor’s) dependence on cash 
give-aways and widen the sector 
of productive families,” said So- 
cial Development Minister Amin 
Mashaqbeh, outlining state poli- 
cies to fight poverty. 

Tightly-knit traditional family 
and tribal links, government aid 
and relief from Jordan's 625 char- 
ities and a dozen foreign agencies 
all try to help ease the plight of 
the poor.- 

Some 23,000 families receive 
monthly payments of between 25 
and 50 dinars (536 and $72) from 
the social development ministry's 
$19 million National Aid Fond. 

The number of needy families 
receiving the aid has lept from 
18,000 families since 1992. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

☆ Exhibition of paintings by artist Mohammad 
NasraJlah at Al Bakp Gallery, Fubeis City. 

☆ Art exhibition by Nawwaf Al Bukhari at the 
Phoenix Art Gallery. 

ft Art exhibition entitled “The Legend of Petra II” 
by artist Suha Shoman at the National Gallery 
for Fine Arts. 

ft Exhibition of national heritage and traditional 
handicrafts at Mutafa University. 

it Exhibition entitled “Re-creation” by Jordanian, 


French and Iraqi artists, inspired by a sculpture 
. by Iraqi artist Mohammad Hussein Abdullah, at 
the French Cultural Centre. 

ft Exhibition of cbOdren’s drawings at the British 
CoandL 


FILMS 


at 5 


tSr Feature film entitled “Private Benjamin' 
p.m. at the American. Centre, 
ft French film entitled “L’autre” at 7 p.m. at the 
Zarqa Chamber of Commerce. 


Experts seek clear Arab perspective 
on development, population policies 


By P.V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Arab World 
needs a fresh and closer look at 
compatibility between develop- 
ment projects and human re- 
sources in its economic, social 
and educational policies if it is to 
successfully meet the challenges 
of the changing world, partici- 
pants in an Arab conference on 
Arab population said Wednes- 
day. 

Addressing the conference, 
which began Sunday and con- 
cludes Thursday with a “Second 
Amman Declaration” on popula- 
tion issues, delegates emphasised 
the need for Arab governments 
to address the problems of urban/ 
rural migration, health services, 
poverty, employment priorities 
and development-oriented eco- 
nomic priorities. 

Organised by the United Na- 
tions Fund for Population Activi- 
ties (UNFPA) ana the Economic 
and Social Commission for West- 
ern Asia (ESCWA) in coopera- 
tion with the Arab League, the 
conference heard thar more 
attention should be paid to the 
individual and his/her needs in 
government programmes if the 
Arab World has to achieve a level 
of progress capable of facing the 
challenges of the 21st century. 

Her Royal Highness Princess 
Basina, who opened Wednes- 
day’s meeting which marked 
ministerial-level deliberations of 
the conference, noted that the 
Arab World faces a host of prob- 
lems, including internal migration 
leading to insufficient health, 
education and population ser- 
vices, as well as environmental 
problems. In addition, she said, 
are rising rates of poverty, unem- 
ployment and poor living condi- 
tions. 

“Despite agricultural develop- 
ment plans in the Arab World, 
food shortages still persist, turn- 
ing into one of the greatest chal- 


lenges facing us,” Princess Basma 
said. “Furthermore social justice, 
which has not been achieved so 
far is considered an important 
factor in dealing with population 
issues, since achieving economic 
growth becomes meaningless if it 
benefits only a small portion of 
the population.” 

“Dealing with population 
problems in the Arab World from 
narrow, country-specific perspec- 
tives is one of the most outstand- 
ing reasons which lead to the 
exacerbation of these problems,” 
the Princess said, calling for 
“common grounds between coun- 
try policies based on an Arab 
population strategy as part of an 
international population 
strategy.” 

"... Solving world population 
problems requires common inter- 
national efforts in order to 
achieve a sound population and 
clear environment in which the 
whole Arab society can live 
according to the principles of 
justice, freedom, security and 
peace,” Princess Basma told the 
conference, attended by almost 
all members of the Arab League 
and dozens of international orga- 
nisations, non-Arab League and 
dozens of international organisa- 
tions, non-Arab countries and 
institutions as official delega-* 
tions, as well as observers. 

Nafis Sadik, executive director 
of UNFPA and secretary-general 
of the International Conference 
on Population and Development 
to be held in Cairo in September 
• 1994, told the conference that 
despite the variations in the eco- 
nomies, populations and social 
conditions, the common cultural 
heritage bound the Arab states 
together and this offers “a firm 
basis for policies appropriate for 
a rapidly changing world.” 

The growing population and 
the need for resources to sustain 
it is one of the key issues where 
the Arab World seeks to achieve 
balance, she noted. “Key ques- 
tions concern the distribution of 


populations between rural and 
urban areas, the rate and direc- 
tion of migration... the rate of 
population growth, trends in fer- 
tility and mortality, and the role 
'and status of women,’’ Dr. Sadik 
said. 

The UNFPA chief noted that 
U.N. figures indicate that the 
Arab region's population growth 
was an average of 2.8 per cent 
registering 222 million in 1990, 
and expected to rise to 450 mil- 
lion by the year 2020. 

While birth rates are declining 
and population densities are still 
low in the region, the rapid in- 
crease in population is of concern 
to many countries in the absence 
of a compatible level of social and 
economic development and the 
increasing demands on natural 
resources, she said. 

Acknowledging that progress 
has been made in the health and 
education sectors in the Arab 
World. Dr. Sadik also noted that 
“further efforts are still needed to 
improve the status of women, to 
reduce maternal mortality and to 
increase the use of modern family 
planning methods.” 

Dr. Sadik recalled a conference 
held in Amman in 1984 produced 
the “First Amman Declaration” 
on population issues and it con- 
tained a strong emphasis on the 
“social dimension of develop- 
ment in building a solid founda- 
tion for economic growth.” 

“Human rights and human de- 
velopment go hand in hand.” she 
said. 

“Our aim should be to ensure 
that no one is forced into migra- 
tion by poverty or environmental 
degradation, but that women and 
men alike have the choice of 
moving in search of a better life,” 
Dr. Sadik said. 

The “Second Amman Declara- 
tion” — due today — will be one 
of the key documents for the 
international conference in Cairo 
next year along with the decisions 
and resolutions of four other re- 
gional conferences on popula- 


tion. 

“We are hoping that the docu- 
ment being discussed and 
approved here in the next two 
days will be strong and precise in 
its recommendations, giving a 
dear regional perspective, and at 
the same time, offering strategic 
suggestions for actions in the 
future,’’ Dr. Sadik said. 

“It should protect the rights of 
the individual, and the sovereign 
right of nations to determine their' 
owir policies. But it should also 
reflect our common goals and our 
unity as to the means of achieving 
them.” 

ESCWA Executive Secretary 
Sabah Bakjaji told the confer- 
ence that the Arab World should 
be prepared to face the eventual- 
ity that it would have six per cent 
of the expected world population. 

The infant mortality rate in the 
Arab World is now estimated at 
68 peT 1 ,000 live births, and this is 
expected to be reduced to 50 per 
1.000 at the turn of the century, 
he said. 

According to Mr. Bakjaji. the 
population of the Arab World 
stood at 237 million — four per 
cent of the world population — 
and is expected to rise to 300 
million in 2000 and would exceed 
500 million — six per cent of the 
world population — in the year 
2030. 

“Initial estimates show that the 
woman’s average fertility rate in 
the ESCWA region, which ex- 
ceeded seven children in the 
1960s, is starting to drop and is 
expected to go below three chil- 
dren by the year 2025," Mr. 
Bakjaji said. 

He said ESCWA, which is 
closely involved in studies, re- 
search and development 
strategies in its member coun- 
tries, stands ready to offer its 
expertise in advancing the Arab 
countries’ quest to address prob- 
lems related to population issues. 

Dr. Abdul Mahdi Al Hadi, 
assistant secretary general of the 


Arab League, delivered a strong 
speech, underlining the import- 
ance of addressing the Palestinian 
people's suffering. 

“We are witnessing our waters 
being stolen, our property- being 
pillaged, our people being killed 
and the human rights of our 
people being violated.” said Mr. 
Hadi. a Sudanese national. 

“We salute the children of 
stones, who are heroically resist- 
ing occupation and repression.” 
he said, referring to the five-year- 
old Palestinian intifada. 

“The intifada by all standards 
is a miracle of the modem age 
because children are the soldiers, 
fighting with stones with which 
they are confronting a barbaric 

army.” he said. “We will keep 

this holy flame alive.” 

Mr. Hadi said the Arab World 
needs a closer look at itself and its 
priorities and common interests 
in view of the emerging "new 
world order.” 

“We cannot stand idly by and 
remain passive when the world is 
being formed into political and 
economic blocs.” he said, calling 
on the Arab World to unite its 
ranks and “choose our position to 
defend our interests from a posi- 
tion of strength.” 

"The only way to do that is 
through Arab solidarity and 
brotherly cooperation," he 
added. 

Regardless of the abundance of 
natural resources in some Arab 
countries, he said, “the Arab 
people represent true wealth, 
only through its people C3n the 
Arab World achieve real progress 
and development.” 

On another from, Mr. H3di 
said Arab migrants in Europe- 
needed particular protection 
since the policies of some Euro- 
pean countries were discrimina- 
tory. 

The migrants, he said, “have a 
right to a decent life, the pre- 
servation of their cultural identity 
and to a secure life.” 


Parliamentarians to attend 
conference in New Delhi 


AMMAN (Pctm) — -A .Par- 
liamentary delegation headed by 
Lower House of Parliament 
Speaker Abdul Latif Arabiyat 
will leave Amman for New Delhi 
Friday to participate in the meet- 
ings of the International Par- 
liamentary Union (IPU) which 

will open there April 12. Dr. 
Arabiyat will deliver an address 
at the eight-day conference on 
the latest developments in the 
Arab and international arenas. 
Also Secretary General of the 
Parliament Saleh Al Zubi will 
participate in the meetings of the 


secretaricsgeneratQf^lufijments 
which wifi be-Jield, at the same 
time in New Delhi. Mr. Zubi will 
present a study entitled “The 
Elections Law and its Influence 
on Political and Legislative Acti- 
vities m the People's Assembly." 
The parliamentary delegation to 
the meetings include head of the 
Lower House Foreign Affairs 
Committee Taher Al Masri, 
Senator Abdullah Salah, Deputy 
Husni Al Shayyab, Mr. Zoubi 
and Director of the parliament 
Arab and International Par- 
liamentary Affairs Department 
Zeid Zureikat. 


Visiting S. Korean team 
urges government funded 
technological research 


AMMAN (Petra) — A visiting 
South Korean delegation said 
Wednesday f Jordan should spend 
more on research and scientific 
activities, should set up special- 
ised centres to offer scientific and 
technological services to local in- 
dustries, and the private sector 
should contribute more towards 
achieving this goal. 

At a meeting at the Ministry of 
High Education, representatives 
of scientific and industrial sectors 
in Jordan and South Korea dis- 
cussed ways of helping Jordan 
benefit from the Korean experi- 
ment in promoting industry. 

The Korean team said the im- 
portance of the scientific and 
technological infrastructure de- 
serves government backing. 


In reviewing their own experi- 
ence, the Korean delegation 
noted that Seoul spends $5.5 bil- 
lion annually on research and 
development, but 80 per cent of 
the funding is provided by the 
private sector, they said. 

South Korea sold products 
worth $77 billion in 1991 as a 
result of technology-based poli- 
cies, they noted. 

The three-member delegation, 
visiting Jordan at the invitation of 
the Higher Council! for Science 
and Technology (HCST), toured 
the Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS), the University of Jordan, 
the Natural Resources Authority, 
the Jordan Industrial Estates 
Corporation and several Jorda- 
nian industrial companies. 


Environmentalists seek 
solutions to problems 

Direjor of the Environmental 
Programme at the Friedrich 
Naumann Foundation Ziad 
Alawneh said the foundation is a 
partner to the JCCEP in spread- 
ing public awareness via semi- 
nars, workshops, pamphlets, 
posters and supporting scientific 
research. 

Mr. Alawneh said the founda- 
tion's activities in Jordan began 
more than 12 years ago with the 
implementation of a development 
programme in cooperation with 
the Jordanian Cooperative Orga- 
nisation. 

Tuesday's seminar, in which 
more than 100 representatives of 
ministries, government depart- 
ments and voluntary societies 
participated, discussed a working 
paper, -presented by head of the 
Ministry of Health’s Studies and 
Research Department Fares Al 
Kbouri, on the environmental 
effects of local industries in the 
Balqa governors te. 


SALT (Petra) — The Jordanian 
Society for Combatting Environ- 
mental Pollution (JCCEP) Tues- 
day^ organised in cooperation 
with the Friedrich Naumann 
Foundation of Germany, a one- 
day seminar! on environmental 
problems in Jordan and proposed 
solutions to them. 

At the Cultural Centre of the 
Salt Cosntruction Corporation 
Society member Rawbi Al Sharif, 
who deputised for society presi- 
dent Ahmad Obeidat in opening 
the seminar, said through such 
meetings the society aims to de- 
fine environmental problems and 
solve them. 

Dr. Sharif reviewed the activi- 
ties Of the society, established in 
1988 to familiarise citizens with 
environmental problems. 

He said such seminars are held 
to pinpoint environmental prob- 
lems, and study the effects of 
development, industries and agri- 
culture on the environment. 


Delegates direct attention to 

related labour topics 



AMMAN (Petra) — ‘Whfieatten- 
tion on the third day of the Arab 
Labour Conference was directed 
towards- related political topics 
such as the situation in the Israeli- 
occupied Arab lands, southern 
Lebanon, Iraq and Libya, Saudi 
Arabia’s delegate to the confer- 
ence Abdullah Dakhlan chose to 
discuss the role of working 
women. 

“Despite the fact that women 
in some societies form 50 per cent 
of the workforce, the question of 
Arab women being involved in 
economic activities will remain 
controversial,’* Dr. Dakhlan said. 

Dr. Dakhlan, who represented 
the employers group in Saudi 
Arabia, said a great deal of nega- 
tive consequences were certain to 
emerge as a result of allowing 
women to work because women 
will lose their status at home; 
something which would result in 
broken families and poor control 
over children’s education, he 
said. 

Addresses by other delegates 
followed a politically oriented 
path. 

Lebanese Minister of Labour 
Abdullah Al Amin issued an 
appeal to the Arab Nation to 
come to the aid of Lebanon and 
help it ensure an end to Israel’s 
occupation of the southern re- 
gions of the country. 

“I convey to you the cry for 


freedom and liberation on behalf 
of the resistance forces in south- 
ern Lebanon,” said the minister. 

Referring to occupied Palesti- 
nian land and Israels' practices- 
against Palestinian workers and 
their unions, the minister said 
“the Jewish state is now removing 
its false democracy mask and 
revealing a military dictatorship 
that is murdering our workers, 
demolishing our tomes and burn- 
ing our property," he said. 

With regard to women in Leba- 
non, he said the Lebanese gov- 
ernment was preparing a 10-year 
development plan which would 
see women playing distinguished 
roles. 

United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
Minister Seif Jarwan voiced his 
country's condemnation of 
Israel's practices against the 
Palestinian people and called for 
backing the intifada. 

Sheikh Jarwan demanded the 
immediate implementation of 
U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 799 on the repatriation of the 
expellees, who are now stranded 
in southern Lebanon. 

Mahmoud Ismail Khalil, head 
of the Labour Department in the 
state of Palestine urged Arab 
countries to transcend their dif- 
ferences and unity their ranks in 
order to confront the Israeli 
occupation. 


There is no weapon stronger 
than right, which will triumph in 
the end. We have the right to call 
on our Arab brothers to extend to 
us all kinds of assistance to ensure 
our victory," Mr. Khalil said. 

He further called on the Arabs 
to terminate the sanctions im- 
posed on Libya and Iraq. J 
“We should not accept a situa- 
tion whereby we continue to wit- 
ness the Iraqi and Libyan people 
-facing sufferings under pretext: 
created by the forces of hatred 
and treachery," said Mr. Khalil; 

Iraq's Minister of Labour anq 
Social Affairs Oimd Midha: 
warned the conference that con- 
spiracies against the Arab Natiot 
were continuing while the confer 
ence was in progress. 

“The aggression waged on Inu 
has ruined hospitals, schools 
. mosques, and churches, anc 
above all shelters and social cen- 
tres where innocent children 
women and the elderl 
perished." said the Iraqi minister 
With reference to the situatio 
in the Israeli-occupied territories 
Dr. Midhat said Israel was wag 
ing genocide against the Ara 
population in general, and the: 
workers and unions in particular 
with the blessing of the U.h 
Security Council which hs 
chosen to adopt what he called 
policy of selectivity in the impli 
mentation of its own resolution 


Visiting 
eye doctors 
perform 18 
surgeries 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A team of eye 
specialists aboard the project 
Or bis plane ended a two-week 
working visit to Jordan Wednes- 
day by announcing that they had 
performed 18 surgical operations 
and conducted other laser treat- 
ments during their stay. 

The team, which groups doc- 
tors from 10 different countries, 
worked with Jordanian specialists 
and examined hundreds of pa- 
tients at the Al Bashir Hospital, 
Jordan Univesity Hospital and 
the A! Hussein Medical Centre, 
according to an announcement by 
Ibrahim Avesb, head of the 
Ophthalmology Department at 
the Al Hussein Medical Centre. 

Addressing a press conference 
to sum to foe activities of the 
Orbis team in Jordan, Dr. Ayesh 
said there has been an extensive 
exchange of expertise and skills 
between the team members and 
Jordanian specialists; and the 
Jordanian doctors benefited a 
great deal. 


Jordan, Italy review 
academic cooperation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — University of 
Jordan President Fawzi Ghar- 
aibeh received in his office Tues- 
day Romualdo Betti ni. Ambassa- 
dor of the Republic of Italy in the 
presence of Professor Gullini, 
Director of the Institute of 
Archaeological Studies at the 
University of Torino, and 
Giovanni Benenatti, cultural 
attache at the Italian Embassy. 

During the meeting, the two 
sides reviewed the long-standing 
relations between the University 
of Jordan and Italian institutions 
of higher education in the cultural 
and scientific fields. 

Pointing in particular to the 
allocation of twelve graduate 
scholarships, amounting to US$ 
360,000 to the University of Jor- 
dan by the Italian government in 
the Italian language, agriculture, 
engineering and technology, sci- 
ence and phaimacy, the parties 
discussed the possibility of in- 
creasing the number of these 
scholarships for the upcoming 
academic year 1993/1994. 

High on the agenda of their 
talks were ways and means of 
boosting the instruction of the 
Italian language at the Depart- 


ment of Modem Languages at thi 
University, in cooperation witl 
the Italian government. 

The officials also discussed th 
funding of a project on electric 
communications within the prog 
ramme of bilateral coo pe ratio 
reached earlier between the go\ 
entments of both countries. 

The meeting was attended b 
Vice-President of Academi 
Affairs Mohammad Maqusi. 

Later, the guests called at th 
Language Centre and the model 
languages department of th 
Faulty of Arts, where they wei 
briefed on the Italian languag 
courses offered by the universit; 
and the intensive courses in An 
bic offered for speakers of othi 
languages. 

Dr. Maqusi also Tuesday r 
ceived in his office, Profess* 
Gullini, and discussed with him 
memo of agreement to 
reached later between the Ur 1 
versity of Jordan and the Ur 
yersity of Torino, with the obje 
five of facilitating coo pc rati t 
between the two universities 1 
various fields of science, and I 
the "broad area of management j 
cultural heritage. 
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Who nods last nods best 


THE CHOICE by the Arab side to the Middle East peace 
process of Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak to represent 
them at talks .with the U.S. administration appears to have 
been right since Egypt, being the largest Arab country and 
the only one at peace with Israel, is a friend of the West's. 
But Mr. hgubarak’s mission was somehow tainted by the 
fact that most western media reports on his trip were 
sidetracked .by the problems he faced at home. Although 
Mr. Mubarak is genuinely interested in peace in the region, 
his mind most have been occupied with increasing opposi- 
tion and unrest at home, something that has been repeatedly 
evidenced by his statements. The fact that Mr. Mubarak is 
increasingly .being criticised by the West for his govern- 
ment's mishan dling of the turmoil at home is an indication 
that his western hosts did not have much faith in him 
representing his own people, let alone the Arabs in general. 

Part of the Arab mandate entrusted to Mr. Mubarak was 
to advocate Palestinian human rights under Israeli occupa- 
tion highlighted by Israeli sealing of the West Bank and 
Gaza and its expulsion of 400 Palestinians from their homes, 
an issue that is central to Palestinian reluctance to attend the 
next round of peace talks in Washington on April 20. Mr. 
Mubarak must have found it very difficult to put in a case 
for Palestinian human rights under Israeli occupation when 
his government's own record is not exactly dean. His host in 
Washington, President Bfll Clinton, was more forthcoming 
when he asserted that human rights in the region are at “the 
forefront of the peace process" and that “there won’t be 
peace" in the- region “unless those issues are addressed." 
Mr. Mubarak though must be credited for apparently 
helping in-, reaching what one senior American official 
described as 3 “package"’ of aijanggtpents, to. “persuade" 
the Priertm&ns^tp.ntfff-n to fh&qtg^atingtaMe. The XiiS. . 
official, .J^weyer^ said the ‘ 4 gs^kggg” ’ \ *jfroUid come.. into 
effect pnce.&e makq<t^decisRm;fo gome to the 

-table. . He warned that “the actions are sequential," 
implying that the Palestinians must nod first 

President Clinton’s reassertion of U.S. commitmedt to the 
Madrid forinula should help allay Palesti n ian fears that the 
new Denrociratic administration is not as committed to the 
peace process as the Republican administration of President 
George Bush was. The Palestinians themselves are also 
reporting that some agreement has been worked out 
whereby all the parties concerned — mainly the Palesti- 
nians, the Israelis and the Americans — would issue 
simultaneous dedarations that would narrow the gap 
between their positions and make the resumption of the 
talks attainable. What remains to be seen, though, is bow 
Israel Would* react to -Mr. Clinton’s assertion ol the UJ3. 
commitment to human rights in the region and to the peace 
process and Whether Mr. Mubarak wfll be more successful 
in persuading Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, when 
they meet hext week, of the need to be more flexible and 
forthcoming in bis dealing with the Palestinians under 
Israeli ■ occupation and abroad. 

\ * T 
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ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL DUSTOUR daily Wednesday criticised the Qinton administra- 
tion for adopting a double-standard policy. While this administra- 
tion continues to claim thai it would like to play the role of full 
partner, in the peace-making process, it also declares its absolute 
support for Israel and its policies in the occupied Arab lands, said 
the daily. As the contacts intensify over the prospects of resuming 
the peace ‘talks, we hear U.S. Secretaiy of State Warren 
Christopher declare that V'rshin^ton would continue to extend 
absolute support ’* and help it absorb Jewish 

immigrants to be settled on occupied Arab land, said the daily. 
The paper said that Mr. Christopher's statement reveals a total 
American bias towards the Jewish state and as a full partnership 
with its leaders in their practices in the occupied territories. Such 
an attitude can by no means help end Israel's intransigence over 
the implementation of U.N. Security Council Resolution 799 
which can paye the ground for the resumption of the peace talks 
on schedule„said the daily. The Arabs had hoped that the U.S. 
administration would take real steps to prove its full role as 
partner in.the peace process rather than a partner in Israel’s 
intransigent, position, conuonmg its atrocities, the paper said. 
While we hope to see the peace process resuming on time, 
concluded the daily, we also hope to see a real change in the U.S. 
administration's position, siding with justice and right and 
contributing positively towards achieving a settlement. 


A COLUMNIST in AI Ra'i Arabic daily said Wednesday that 
only through violence and struggle can Israel admit that the Arabs 
have rights and a homeland. The struggle and the intifada have 
forced Israel to close the occupied West Bank and the Gaza Strip, 
practically recognising the pre-1967 war' border lines, said Tarcq 
Masarweh. The closure means that the Palestinians have a 
homeland from which one day Israeli troops will withdraw, be 
added. The Israelis did not close Jerusalem because it is their 
dream to have that city as their state’s capital, he added. Israel 
knows the language of violence with which it has been occupying 
the Arab lands and it is through violence and struggle that it 
should be forced to leave that land, continued the writer. Some 
native people-in the Arab World, he said, still believe that peace 
is a dangerous- thing for Israel and so they have been running after 
the mirage of the Camp David accord, trying to reach peace with 
the Jewish state. But, he said, despite its peace treaty with Egypt, 
Israel invaded Lebanon and stepped up its atrocities in the 
occupied lands. The stones and the knives of the intifada, he said, 
are the only reply to Israel's atrocities and continued occupation 
of the Arab land of Palestine. 


Arabs: What’s in a face? 


By Lu’ayy M. Rimawi 


ARABS AND Westerners have 
been at odds. Lack of dialogue is 
noticeable in their dealings. In 
Ibis article, I shall try to show 
what contributed to misconcep- 
tions on both sides. 

The word ‘Arab’ conjures 
variant readings. An Arab is a 
North African immigrant in 
Europe. A nomad living removed 
from civilisation in the desert 
beat of Arabia. Or even a rich 
sheikh with a lascivious life style. 
Lately the word has evoked im- 
ages of the terrorist or fun- 
damentalist who kills and des- 
troys. Through the more malign 
of these, people in the West are 
generally less sympathetic to 
Arab causes. 

On the other hand, memories 
of Western colonial involvement 
in the Arab World with its atroci- 
ties and disregard of base rights, 
still finger in the Arab mind. The 
West refused to accept Arabs* 
aspirations towards unity. Re-' 
grettably, the resultant partition 
of the Arab World by Western 
powers during and shortly after 
the World War I, has left a legacy 
of disparity. To Arabs, this has 
served as a historical reminder of 
the cruelty and indifference of 
Europeans. It is quite remarkable 
that the Arabs united by lan- 
guage, tradition and history are 
Die only nation in the world 
divided into more than twenty 
two countries. 

Because of the former super- 
powers' struggle for hegemony, 
each side propped up its own 
allies and sympathisers. Both 
camps sought their own national 
interests at any cost, and Arab 
right to self-determination was 
disregarded by the East and the 
West alike. Most of the bolstered 
Arab states did not see any need 
for internal reforms or popular 
support for the legitimacy. 

Consequently, Arabs were left 
with despotic regimes. There has 
been little social justice, and 


nepotism and elitism prevail. 
More than a few of them prac- 
tised terrorism both at home and; 
abroad. Under others, tens of 
thousands of people were lolled. 
Then, ironically, forced rallies 
were orchestrated to foster sup- 
port. Wasting tens of billions of 
arms impoverished millions. 

Arabs in pro- Eastern Arab reg- 
imes were indoctrinated to view 
the West as the soon* of evil and 
decadence. While m pro-Western 
Arab states tbe population consi- 
dered these regimes as heirs of 
western colonialism, and blamed 
the West for taddy condoning 
their suppressions. 

The Arab-Israeli conflict has 
not helped. Feeling deprived of 
what they traditionally consi- 
dered as their lands, Arabs were 
an easy prey for demagogues 
instigating anti-western feelings 
and promising redress. 

In order to make np for Jewish 
suffering (and other ends), the 
West established a national 
home-land for the Jews in Pales- 
tine. This has been at the expense 
of Palestinians who now number 
more than five million. Israel's 
existence was at first categorically 
rejected by most Arab regimes, 
who occasionally even used it to 
deflect from domestic shortfall. 

For its part, Israel has also 
beoefitted from the state of confu- 
sion in xhe Arab World for its 
western 'image. For ages, Israeli 
propaganda in the West has de- 
pended on projecting Israel as 
democracy islanded by threat. 

Recently for example, Mr. 
Shamir's apprehension about the' 
ongoing peace process was that 
Israel is surrounded by ‘unstable 
dictatorships' and ‘militaristic 
regimes’. Mr. Shamir overlooked 
the fact that Israel is the only 
nuclear power in tbe region, and 
that its air force targets civilians. 
He also failed to mention that in 
the last four years, Israel has 
jailed more than fifty thousand 
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Palestinians, wounded more than 
fourteen thousand and killed at 
least eight hundred and seventy 
civilians in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Sometimes Israeli governments 
played their game rather clumsi- 
ly, counting only on westerners 
readiness to incriminate the Arab 
side and the obstinacy of some of 
the Arab regimes. Haven’t we 
been bearing, ad nauseam, that 
for peace’s sake Israel is ready “to 
go to the moon to have face-to- 
face talks with any Arab leader?'’ 
But recently a senior Israeli aide 
to Mr. Shamir said: “If it is so 
that they expect we’ll give terri- 
tory and they give peace;. there 
won't be progress.” 

Simultaneously, it defies the 
international community and the 
peace process by building more 


settlements on the occupied Arab 
territories. It might be worth 
mentioning that international law 
does not accept occupation. It is 
only regarded as temporary, and 
does not warrant sovereignty. 
Occupants are strictly forbidden 
from making permanent changes 
on the occupied territory or trans- 
ferring their civilian population 
thereon. 

Some Israeli officials have been 
questioning the validity of nego- 
tiating land for peace in relation 
to the Palestinian issue. They 
claim that the Palestinians 
already have a state in which they 
constitute more than fifty per 
cent of the population and where, 
they can exercise their political 
rights: Jordan. As it happens, 
Jordanians exist in their own 


right Israel perhaps betrays its 
failure to distinguish between two 
Arab peoples. How can it be 
acceptable that the kindness of a 
country towards refugees should 
be rewarded by writing off its 
very existence? According to this 
argument, countries should dose 
their doors to refugees in the fear 
that they might become a major- 
ity and take-over the country! 

Israel has also justified Its hold- 
ing of Lebanese territories under 
the excuse of self-protection, and 
as a counter-measure to the Sy- 
rian threat. It is as if Lebanon, an 
internationally recognised 
sovereign state, has become a 
playground for rivals. We need 
not mention that sovereignty is a 
sacrosanct concept in internation- 
al law and cannot be comprom- 
ised by such arguments. More 


outrageously, Israel las oaa- 
sionally even justified massacring 
innocent Aral? people by saying 
that killing is endemic m the 
Middle East, and therefore it h 
only conforming to the Middle 
Eastern status quo. A 

Tbe West’s policies m the Arab 
World have never been ton- 
ducted in an even-handed man- 
ner. The dearest example of fha 
has been "tbe aftermath of the 
Gulf crisis. The U.S. deptoged' 
more than half a million sobfiea 
against Saddam Hussein to make 
him comply with U.N. resolu- 
tions. Paradoxically, it expresses 
reluctance to put pressure on 
Israel to relinquish illegally occu- 
pied Arab territories, under the 
pretext of reverting to neo- 
isolationist policies. Additionally, 
gfoffrfatn Hussein's meaakmuiua 
could not have bkmomed, without* 

- massive western support. But 
nevertheless, the region was 5 to 
bear the consequences; a devas- 
tated Kuwait, a ruined Iraq, eco- 
logical disasters, famine, disease 
and death. 

It is frustrating that Arab peo- 
ple approaching the 21st CentUiy 
are tyrannised and subjected to 
isuch humiliation „ It is unaccept- 
, able that the Arab world, because 
.of external involvements and .in- 
ternal manipulations, has become 
infamous for terrorism and mili- 
tancy. 

But despite this dismal 
account, it is still consolling that 
many Israelis and Jewish people 
do not agree with Israel’s poli- 
cies, and that many people in the 
West share the hope of a las 
nationalistic, less repressive ■ 
world. • * 

Let ns hope that soon well see - 
democracies in the Arab World, 
embracing peoples from all - 
creeds and races. 

The writer is preparing for a 
Ph.D degree at the London ■ 
School ofEconomks and Potftio- 
al Service. 


How Israel’s strategy 
favours Iraq over Iran 


By Israel Shahak 


The principled of lsraeii politics 
miist'.be understood in regional 
terms. Even derisions sttmingly 
limited to Lebanon have always 
been subordinated to grand 
strategy considerations. These 
have involved Syria; they now 
tend to involve Iran as well. 

Amir Oren (Dava, 13 Novem- 
ber) correctly points out that the 
thinking of Israeli strategists ab- 
out Iran' goes back further thau 
worries about Iranian support for 
Hizbollafa in Lebanon. He recalls 
bow “the Israelis involved in 
Irangate” (among whom he men- 
tions Rafi Eitan and Amiram Nir) 
had previously been involved in a 
major anti-Iranian operation in 
1983-C4, during Yitzhak Shamir’s 
first brief premiership. Mr. Oren 
says that after the death of Wil- 
liam Casey, Mr. Reagan's CIA 
chief, it was revealed that those 
Israelis “submitted to Casey a 
plan envisaging a joint Israeli- 
Americau effort to install the son 
of the late shah. Prince Riza 
Pahlavi, on his father’s throne in 
the country already ruled by 
Khomeini”. In my view, Mr. 
Oren's story must be authentic. 
However, this madness must also 
have been supported by some 
Israeli army officers. Currently, 
so Mr. Oren predicts, “the idea 
to hit Iran will inevitably crop up 
in the future. And some will keep 
blessing Iraq for remaining strong 
enough to prevent Iran from 
spreading its revolutionary mes- 
sage.” 

But Mr. Oren makes another 
cogent observation. ”We should 
recall that Rabin was defence 
minister during the entire lunatic 
period in Israeli history when 
(Israeli intelligence) ran PoDard 
and pursued ‘Irangate’ schemes. 
Had he been genuinely opposed 
to both these affairs, he could 
have easily.quasbed them.” Since 
Mr. Rabin became defence minis- 
ter only in 1984, after Mr. Peres 
was appointed prime minister, 
Israeli efforts to win CIA approv- 
al for an Israeli-engineered coup 
d’6tat in Iran must have outlasted 
the “brier' premiership of Mr. 
Shamir. But the story began ear- 
lier. In 1979, during the last days 
of the shah, Mr. Sharon and 
several high-ranking army offic- 
ers wanted to dispatch paratroop- 
ers to reinforce the shah against 
the rebels. Mr. Begin vetoed this 
insanity. 

While different branches of 
Israeli intelligence quarrel among 
themselves, it can be assumed, 
that military intelligence current- 
ly dominates Israeli strategical 
planning. This implies a modicum 
of selectivity in choosing targets. 
Before the 1962 invasion of Leba- 
non, military! intelligence dashed 
with Mr. Sharon, then supported 
by Mossad and active Israeli 
generals. It wanted to direct 
Israeli military efforts first against 
Syria, rather than against the 
PLO or in support of the Phaian- 


gists. Mr. Sharon and his suppor- 
ters wanted to tip everything at 
once. Now . theT aggressive plans 
desqibecT'by sonic Israeli com- 
mentators are notable for their 
selectivity. They are said to be 
directed against three targets: 
Iran, Syria and HizboUab. But 
they do not include any of Mr. 
Sharon’s pet ideas, such as an 
Israeli alliance with forces in 
Lebanon opposed to Hlzbollah; 
they even envisage an offer of 
peace to Syria, on Israeli terms of 
course. 

Implied alliance with Saddam 

But hostility to Iran implies an 
alliance, covert bnt real, with 
Saddam Hussein's Iraq. This, 
although mentioned often 
enough by Israeli sources, has not 
been noticed outside Israel. Until 
a few months before tbe invasion 
of Kuwait, Saddam Hussein was 
offering to make peace with. 
Israel. One of his attempts was 
described in November 1990 by 
Ze’ev Shift of Ha'aretz. “Con- 
tacts for arranging a personal 
meeting between Saddam Hus- 
sein and Yitzhak Rabin were held 
a year ago” and the “middleman 
between Saddam and Rabin 
worked for 12 years in the service 
of Arm and Hammer". Interes- 
tingly. Mr. Rabin refused to 
either confirm or deny Mr. Shiff s 
revelations. 

Some of the details of the story 
are worth recalling. According to 
Schiff, Mr. Rabin, then defence 
minister, was approached during 
a visit to the U.S. through a 
middleman known to the White 
House. The offer came from 
“Saddam Hussein, who proposed 
a meeting with Yitzhak Rabin. 
The dates of two such meetings, ■ 
to be held in Europe, were fixed, 
although the Iraqis later re- 
quested they be rescheduled.” 
Mr. Rabin wanted “to hear 
directly about the Iraqi propos- 
al”. Meetings between middle- 
men of both sides were held, 
“Rabin accepted the proposal to- 
meet Saddam Hussein at a loca- 
tion to be determined, but re- 
jected the proposal to include a 
PLO representative. It was even 
suggested that “Rabin may be 
invited to Baghdad”, instead of a 
rendezvous in Europe. An in- 
fluential aide and peraonal friend 
of Mr. Rabin, Eytan Haber, “was 
appointed as a go-between in. 


When' confronted by Mr. 
with the evidence, Mr. Haber 
responded that “something like 
that had indeed occ ur red.'’ but 
refused to provide any further 
information. (Mr. Haber is now 
die director of Mr. Rabin's pri- 
vate office.) It was only “when 
the tension (between Israel and 
Iraq) began to mount after Sad- 
dam Hussein’s speech in Febru- 
ary 1990 that the idea was 
shelved.” 

It can be assumed on the best 
authority that What was stopped 
during the Gulf crisis was re- 


sumed not long afterwards. On 
April 17, 1992, two senior Israeli 
aipiy general^. .gave. exhaustive 
interviews to the Hebrew press. 
They were the deputy chief of 
staff. General Amnon Shahak- 
Lipkin and tbe commander of 
military intelligence. General Uri 
Saguy. Asked by Ma’ariv about 
his reported statement, on the 
last day of the Gulf war, that it 
was in Israel's interest that Sad- 
dam Hussein remain in power, 
Gen. Sbahak-Lipkin replied: 

“A possible removal of Sad- 
dam Hussein alone can only lead 
to the emergence of another dic- 
tator who will smile nicely to the 
entire world. And the entire 
world, anxious to somehow re- 
compense Iraq for hardships in- 
flicted on It, will help in its 
recovery. Therefore, if I have to 
choose between a boycotted Iraq 
with Saddam and an Iraq without 
, Saddam again supported by tbe 
entire world, then 1 opt for Sad- 
dam, because Saddam will never 
be helped by anyone.” 

Gen. Saguy opined to Yediot 
Aharonot that there exists a 
threat to Israel’s very survival., 
‘‘Syria has always been, and still' 
is, a threat to the security and 
very survival of Israel.” But an 
even greater threat is “a Syrian- 
Iranian alliance.” Some ex- 
■ changes with his interviewer de- 
serve to be quoted. 

Q: Can a Syrian -Iranian 
alliance serve as a substitute for 
an alliance between Syria and 
Iraq in the formation of the east- 
ern front against Israel? 

A: There is collaboration be- 
tween Syria and Iran in plenty of 
things- It is going to be closer. 
Perhaps even in strategic 
weaponry, and in the non- 
conventiona! ventures. 

' Q: Is Iran helping Syria to 
obtain nuclear weapons? 

A: At this stage not yet. But 
when Iran itself gets nuclear, I 
cannot see how it can avoid 
cooperating with Syria. Such a 
prospect should worry us, even, 
though it is still distant. But it is 
quite probable that outside forces 
such as the U.S. alone or together 
with other states, might intervene' 
to halt the pro g ress of Iranian 
rearmament. But a historical pa- 
radox is also possible: Iraq may 
rearm itself, with tbe effect of 
checking the growth of Iranian 
armed power.” 

There can be no doubt where 
the sympathies of the Israeli army 
and intelligence lie. 


The guardian of regional sta- 
bility 

Israel's preference for Iraq 
over Iran must be seen in the! 
context of its deeper regional 
strategy. A Short time. after the 
two Israeli army generals express-, 
ed their preference for Iraq, the 
concept of that strategy was 
cogent ly explained by the former 
co mm an de r of military intelli- 
gence, General (reserve) Shlorno 


Gazit in a remarkably forthright 
article . in - Yediot „ Aharonot 4 in 
Apritl992-:GeiL-Gazit lays -bare 
die more decisive and lasting 
aspects of Israel's .traditional role 
as a strategic asset for the West, 
especially after the demise of the 
USSR. 

“Israel's main task has not 
changed at all, and it remains of 
crucial importance. Its location at 
the centre of the Arab-Mushm 
Middle East predestines Israel to 
be a devoted guardian of stability 
m all the countries surrounding. 
Its (role) is to protect the existing 
regimes: to prevent or halt die 
processes of radicalisation, and to 
block the expansion of fun- 
damentalist religious zealotry. 
Israel has its “red lines”, which 
have a powerful deterrent effect 
by virtue of causing uncertainty 
beyond its borders, precisely be- 
cause they are not clearly marked 
or explicitly defined. Tbe purpose 
of these “red lines” is to deter- 
mine which strategic develop- 
ments or other changes occurring 
beyond Israel’s borders can be 
defined as threats which Israel 
will regard as intolerable, to tbe 
point of feeling compelled to use 
all its military power for the sake 
of their prevention or eradica- 
tion.” 

In other words, the “red lines” 
are Israeli ultimata imposed on 
all Middle Eastern states. 

One “red line” is intended to 
preclude threats of a revolt winch 
-may bring extremist elements to 
power. A prime example is the 
preservation of Israel's peace 
’ treaty with Egypt and of the de 
facto peace between Israel and 
Jordan. In both cases, Israel's 
“red lines” communicate to its 
neighbours that Israel will not 
tolerate anything that might en- 
courage extremist forces to follow 
in the footsteps of either the 
Iranians or the Algerians. 
-According to Israeli strategic 
thinking, Iran and/or Syria may 


be attacked so that fundamental- 
ist influence in Egypt or Jordan 
■nay diminish. 

_ In Gen. Gazit’s view, Israel 
fans performs a vital service in 
guaranteeing regional stability. 
Without Israel, the West would 
have to perform this role by itself. 
Israeli moves in Lebanon, or 
even against Syria, should always 
be viewed in the context of these 
strategic considerations, which 
establish Iran as the chief Israeli 
target. These considerations 
seem to be quietly supported by 
tbe U.S. and other Western pow- 
ers. 

But contrary to its claims, 

Israel is not acting for the sake of 

the West. Its search for hege- 
mony steins from its own time- 
honoured ambitions, which now 
dictate its strategic aims. These 
ambitious, and U.S. support for 
them, cannot but spell disaster 
for the entire region sooner or 
later, and it now seems sooner 
rather than Later — Middle East 
International. 



Wrong right? 


■ « 


To the Editor: 


Lately I have noticed many articles in our newspapers, written by 
men, questioning the women's right to work. Many claim that 
working women are the reason- for die unemployment in our 
society today. They say that this has forced young men to stay at 
home and has rendered diem unable to get mamed. Some have . 
gone further, accusing working women of being the 'cause of U 
crimes committed by unemployed men who have nothing else to p 
do with their time. ; 

When one_ talks about unemployment in a society, one should' 
not be selective. There are women who are unemployed too, and 
their chances of finding jobs are equal to those of men. There hi 
no justification for the accusation levelled at women. 

People seem to forget that women make np half of the society 
and have an important role to play in its development. Most! 
working women nowadays have families to support and the rising 
cost of living makes their income essential to their household.' 

Sometimes the women are the sole providers. They are either 
widows or their husbands cannot work for health reasons. Can wd 
expect these women to leave their jobs? > 

As for housework and raising children, this is a dual task,) 
involving both husband and wife. Both parents are responsible foil 
the welfare of their children, since marriage should be based on! 
mutual trust and understanding between both parties. This 
requires sacrifice and concessions on both sides. And that would 
d efinit ely solve tbe problem of working women having to balance} 
between their jobs and house chores. i 

Let’s keep in mind that work helps develop one’s personality 
and gives one a sense that he or she is contributing to tho 
s«i«y Work helps promote a better sense of 
responsibility among all members of society. 

V a L“!53 dn ? 1 *’ have rf ght *0 participate ins 
'S scd Joidan V m sodet y- a society where everyone: 
should have the opportunity to affect its development. 


Mohammad A. 
P.O. Box 34, 
11831 Amman 
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A ‘drop’ in time saves nin e 

To the Editor: * 
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Graduates in the kitchen 


•mm. 

„ “Read: in the name of the Lord who 
createth thee”; the first line of the 
fjofy Qur’an assumes that those 
■■’being addressed are literate. But 
T, adult literacy statistics for much of 
- the Arab World lag far behind those 
Cof other developing countries with 
■; comparable wealth. And the propor- 
tion of women who are unable to 
write is much larger than the propor- 
tion of illiterate men. Debbie Taylor 
visited Jordan, where three decades 
of free and compulsory schooling 


ihave finally closed the gap between 
- girls’ and bovs’ education. She wrote 


girls’ and boys’ education. She wrote 
.this article in People And The Planet 
■magazine. 


’JORDAN in winter is the 
-‘colour of dust. The hills are 
'nibbled clean of vegetation; 
"geometric plantations of grey 
* otive trees bug the sandy oil 
to stop the wind blowing it 
.. away. Cars, windows , even 


people’s shoes, are dulled by 
layers of soft opaque beige . 
Fields of polythene green- 
houses testify to the country’s 
efforts to make this desert 
■ bloom , but the dust-coloured 
high-rises of downtown Am- 



tesert Cinderella 


man indicate where the na- 
tion’s real wealth lies. 

“It has become the coun- 
try's long-standing policy to 
rely on human capital due to 
lack r of natural resources 
declares the Ministry of 
Education’s annual report. In 
other words: Jordanian 
citizens are their country's 
mam source of wealth and 
'investing in their education is 
a major priority. The report 
goes on to stress the import- 
ance of ti promoting a new 
emphasis on technology” and 
“ upgrading Jordan’s human 
resources base into an in- 
creasingly knowledge- 
intensive , skill-adaptable 
workforce, capable of re- 
sponding flexibly to changing 
societal needs”. _ 

The message is clear: Jor- 
dan is aiming for a Japanese- 
style economic miracle and 
hopes to use education to 
achieve it. In this it is already 
far in advance of the other 
countries in the Arab World. 
Over 90 per cent of eligible 
children are now enrolled in 
the compulsory 10-year basic 
education cycle which takes 
them up to the age of 15, and 
around 60 per cent go on for 
a further two years of either 
vocational training or special- 
ised preparation for universi- 
ty- 

More impressive still — 
and unique for a Muslim 
country — is the complete 
erosion of the gender gap at 
both of these levels of educa- 
tion. Indeed, from the ages of 
six to 16, there are now 
actually slightly more girls 
than boys at school — though 
young men still predominate 
in the university system. 

“It has happened in just 
one generation,” said HUwa 
Malhas of the. General Fed- 
. oration of Jordanian Women. 

■'^‘Wbcn l was a chffd, only 20 
girls went to ' secondary 
school each year. There were 
20 cities in the country and 
the school just selected one 
girl from each dty. ” 

But if Jordan’s educational 
miracle is supposed to engen- 
der an economic miracle, it 
seems that the latter will have 
to take place without the 
women. Because, though the 
majority of Jordanian women 
are literate, they still com- 


expect. And though around 
58 per cent * of Jordanian 
women have used some kind 
of family planning, they tend 
to use it for spacing their 
pregnancies rather than re- 
ducing the sizes of their fami- 
lies. The much-vaunted 
“ education effect” just does 
not seem to work as strongly 
in Jordan. 

One due as to why tradi- 
tional roles are slow to 
change came from Butbaina 
Jardaneh of the Business ; and 
Professional Women’s Club. 
“Our religion says ’the man is 
the bread-winner ’, she said. 
“That’s one reason why 
women take their jobs less 
seriously. But if women want 
to work , or if they have to — 
because their husbands are 
badly-paid, or unemployed, 
or if they're divorced — then 
it's very difficult for them. ” 

She explained that, until 
recently , certain professions 
— sucA as nursing, air- 
hostessing and hotel work — 
were considered “unrespect- 
able”, because they involved 
close contact with men. 
Others, with long working 
hours or shifts entailing travel 
after dark, are similarly prob- 
lematic for a decent woman. 
“And, of course, there are 
always the children to think 
of" she spread her bands 
expressively. This was why 
women comprised two-thirds 
of the teaching workforce: 
Because this was one of the 
few jobs that allowed women 
'to combine working with 
motherhood. “ You know, 
there was a law passed re- 
cently which obliges 
businesses employing over 30 
women to provide creche 
facilities,” she said. “So sud- 
denly we have all these com- 
panies with just 29 women on 
their staff!” - . 

' To find put how young 
people themselves feel about 
their future, I went to school. 
. “I want to be a secretary 
when I leave school,” said 
16-year-old Busbra. “Then 
Til get married when Fm 
about 24.” She was sitting 
behind an adding-machine in 
a classroom decked out as an 
office as part of the school’s 


* commercial ’ training option. 
“7 hen my husband will want 


prise only 14 per cent of die 
labour force. True, this figure 


.“This is my diary,” said sixteen year-old Nawal. “I write 

■ here the things that have happened to me.” There were a 
. tew pages covered in the delicate embroidery of Arabic 

script, then page alter page of emptiness, with just a few 
' sparse entries. “My sister got married here,” rite said, 

' indicating one closely-written section near the beginning, 

■ “and this is when my father took me out of school. Nothing 
; realty happens now. I have to stay at home every day, 

' cleaning and cooking for my tether and bis new wife, and 
‘ my step-brothers. When my sister was at home we shared 
. the work, but now she's gone, they shout for me aB the 

time.” 

She took out another book and opened iL “These are my 
poems,” she said shyly. “Since my sister left there is no-one 

• to talk to, so I use this book to express bow I feel. My father 
’ won't allow me to have visitors and be beats me if I go any 

further than the village shop. 

- • “You know, I was very clever at school. I bad lots of 
friends and my teachers encouraged me. They said they 
would tty to find a sponsor to pay for me to sit the 
graduation exams. But my tether just refused to allow it 
Maybe it's because he didn't go to school. Maybe be doesn’t 
want an educated daugh te r . 

"Look, I have drawn a moon here and an eye with tears 

• coming out of it At night I sit and look on at the moon and 
cry . Sometimes / dream that a beautiful young man wzU 
marry me and take me away from here. Sometimes I dream 
Pa a bird and I can By wherever I want Bat I know it's just 


a dream. 


labour force. True, this figure 
is likely to be somewhat of an 
underestimate — women 
working on family farms and 
in domestic service tend to be 
missed out of labour-force 
calculations — but it still 
indicates the extent to which 
women have failed to take 
their place in the modem 
economic sectors of the new 
Jordan. 

The relative paucity of 
women with jobs is not the 
only mystery. In every other 
country with comparable 
levels of women’s education, 
fertility rates have fairly 
plummeted. In Chile , for in- 
stance, and Singapore, where 
three-quarters of girls are in 
secondary school, women 
have only 2.7 and 1.8 chd- 
dreu respectively. Not so in 
Jordan. 

Though the average num- 
ber of children each Jorda- 
nian woman bears did drop 
from 7.7 in 1971/75 to 5.6 m 
1987/90, this is still a great 
deal higher than one would 





More girts than hoys 
Jordan 


rm nova in school in 


me to stop work to look after 
the children. ” “ And then?” I 
asked. She looked puzzled 
for a moment, as though she 
■had never thought that far 
into the future before. “I 
suppose when the children 
leave home , I will look after 
my grandchildren, ” she said 
vaguely. 

“What about the rest of 
you?” I turned to the other 
girls who had been listening 
to our conversation. “ Will 
you all stop work when you 
get married?” They nodded 
their pristine white-scarfed 
beads: They all intended to 
go out to work for a tew 
years, then settle down to 
look after their families. 
Three or four children was a 
good sized family , they 
agreed: They couldn’t bear 
the idea of ending up like 
their mothers. “When you 
have eight or 10 children, 
yoor life is very hard, ” said 
Bushra. 

“ Three can be hard work 
too,” I pointed out. “Yes, 1 
know,” she rolled her eyes. 
“ It’s such a responsibility. 


These are the best years for 
us, when we can go to school 
and go out to work and be 
flee.” 

“Free? What do you 
mean?” 

“We can go out during the 
day and meet people and go 
shopping with our own 
money. When you become a 
mother you have to become 
more serious and that lasts 
for the rest of your life.” 

The girls in the sewing 
room were less excited about 
the prospect of work. Less 
academically -a b!e titan their 
peers, they had been directed 
towards the more manual of 
the vocational options, where 
they could specialise in sew- 
ing, knitting, cooking, hair- 
dressing and the like — the 
stereotypical “pink-collar” 
skills that equip a woman for 
low-paid employment. Gov- 
ernment statistics reveal 
5,225 young men enrolled on 
industrial training courses , 
and a further 442 learning 
about agriculture — ' but not 
one young woman. 

I discovered that there was 
a growing home-working in- 
dustry in Jordan: Women are 
provided with the sewing or 
knitting machines, plus mate- 
rials, and are paid according 
to tiie number of garments 
they produce in their own 
homes. “How much can they 
earn?” I asked the sewing 
teacher, wanting to compare 
it to the JD200 average 
monthly wage for a man. “ I 
think it’s about JD15 for a 
week’s work,” she said. “But 
some of them are only doing 
this so they can become bet- 
ter wives.” 

A group of the girls were 
nudging each other and gig- 
gling. “Samab’s already en- 
gaged, ” they said, pushing a 
pretty 15-year-old forwards. 
Her hair was dishevelled and 
her clothes threadbare, but 
her brown eyes danced as she 
answered my questions. 
“ He's my cousin. He’s been 
waiting for my 15tb birthday 
so we could get married. Fm 
going to have six children: 
three boys and three girls,” 
she paused, suddenly shy. “J 
really love him,” she said. 
“And will you work when 
you’re married?” “He’ll de- 
cide, but I think he’ll want 
me to stay at home. ” On this 
— again — there was univer- 
sal agreement among the 
girls. “But what if your hus- 
bands are unemployed?” I 
asked them. “ I suppose Fd 
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SINGAPORE — Singapore 

" Itttxawj - Hint with 


is penalising litterbugs with 
public humiliation — a move 
one outraged legislator says 
smacks of Mao Tsetung’s 
Cultural Revolution. 


photographs of the offenders 
trying to hide their faces. 

The incident sparked a rare 
outcry, with six members of 
parliament of the ruling Peo- 
ple’s Action Patty (PAP) cri- 
ticising the move in the 
bouse. 


‘ The government recently 
ordered 10 litterbugs to wear 
neon-green vests and pick up 
rubbish for an hour before 
jeering onlookers and televi- 
sion crews. 

It said hefty fines against 
littering had failed to check 
the menace . an obsessive 
issue in the squeaky dean 
city. 


“ Many Singaporeans, in- 
cluding myself, were shocked 
by the way the fust 10 correc- 
tive work order offenders had 
been publicly treated, ” PAP 
backbencher Teo Chong Tee 
said. 


The 10 were shown on 
"primetime television news, 
and all local newspapers car- 
ried! front-page stories and 


“What Singaporeans saw 
on television and in the news- 
papers vividly brought to 
mind how the so-called coun- 
ter revolutionaries during the 
1966-76 Cultural Revolution 
in China were ridiculed and 
humiliated: That is, paraded 
as dunces in the streets to the 


amusement, boos and jeers 
of the onlookers. ” 

The 10 were the first to be 
sentenced under a new law 
requiring that those caught 
littering perform compulsory 
community service for up to 
three hours under supervi- 
sion. 

" The wearing of the col- 
ourful ‘vest of shame ’ with 
the words ‘Corrective Work *■ 
Order ' (CWO) boldly in- 
scribed on it indeed reminded 
us of the so-called enemies of 
the people in Mao’s China, 
when the Red Guards 
reigned,” Mr. Teo said. 

PAP legislator John Chen 
said that though most Sing- 
aporeans agreed with the 
CWOs , they were outraged 
by the humiliation the offen- 
ders were put through. 

Singapore is a predomi- 


nantly Chinese society. 
Where the saving of “face” is 
sacred. 

Citizens phoned newspap- 
ers in angry protest at the 
media coverage. Reporters 
and photographers bad been 
invited to the CWO work site 
by the government. 


pore 1,000 ($600) for spitting, 
smoking in indoor public 
places and not flushing public 
toilets,, were banned last year 
from making or importing 
chewing gum because of the 
mess left by users. 


The callers said that what 
was a relative minor offence 
was being punished threefold 
— first in the court, second in 
a public place and third by 
the media. 


Earlier this month, author- 
ities installed closed-circuit 
television cameras at a hous- 
ing estate to try to catch 
tenants throwing rubbish out 
of their windows. 


Shipping executive Tan 
Kia Poh , 47, told the daily 
New Paper: “I’m not quar- 
relling with the punishment 
for littering, but there should 
not be this frantic sensationa- 
lisation. ” 

Singaporeans, who can 
already be fined up to Singa- 


Some members of parlia- 
ment have suggested that 
CWOs be carried out in less 
public places but Environ- 
ment Minister Ahmad Mattar 
disagrees. 

“It is not possible to accept 
the CWO and yet not come 
to terms with the offender 
feeling a sense of shame,” 
Mr. Mattar said. 


have to work in a factory,” 
said one. “I wouldn’t marry a 
man without a job!” declared 
another, laughing. 

It wasn’t until I spoke to 
the scientists that I found any 
girls who envisaged working 
after they bad their first 
child. “I want to tight cancer 
because it is killing people I 
love,” said an earnest 16- 
year-old with heavy glasses. 
“And I want to be indepen- 
dent when I get married, with 
my own salary .” Two or 
trnee children seemed to be 
the consensus among these 
determined career girls. 
'“What if your husband 
doesn’t agree?” “I’ll make 
sure he agrees before we get 
engaged,” she said firmly. 


Maintaining respectability 
is very important in Jorda- 
nian society. The girl en- 
gineering students I spoke to 
refused to talk to me in the 
cafeteria, insisting on going 
to an empty lecture-room in- 
stead . . * We can buy our food 
there, but if we are just, talk- 
ing, the boys will think w& are 
making ourselves available to 
them. ” 

“But when you graduate as 
engineers, surely you’ll be 
working with men all the 
time?” 

“It’s different when you 
are at work. The men know 
you are qualified. They know 
you have a reason to be 
there. But still, you can’t 
work late/’ 

Some were wearing West- 
ern clothes — skirts and jum- 
pers, wildly coiffured curls — 
others were more soberly 
shrouded in scarves and jella- 
bas. Why the difference? I 
asked. They shrugged , 
laughing. “There’s no rule: It 
depends on you. If you wear 
a jellabah you don’t have to 
think about what to wear or 
worry about people looking 
at you. But it’s very unusual 
to dress like Wasan.” They 
indicated a young woman co- 
vered from head to toe in 
shades of grey and black, 
with just a slit for her eyes. 


“I like it,” she replied 
simply when I questioned 
her. “It’s something I choose 
to do because of my reli- 
gion.” “Will it prevent you 
working?” I asked , intrigued, 
because she'd said she would 
be working on a building site 
as a structural engineer. “My 
personality will triumph!” 
she said, and her brown eyes 
shone with mischief. 


Singapore humiliates litterbugs 


“PubUc interest in the mat- 
ter is to be expected, and 
media coverage will serve to 
■remind the public of the con- 
sequences of Uttering, ” Mr. 
Mattar added. 

Leslie Fong, editor of the 
Straits Times, which is owned 
by a government holding 
company, said: “My inten- 
tion was to reinforce the 
shame. / make no bones ab- 
out that. I believed, and still 
do, that it would be an effec- 
tive deterrent. ” 

A columnist wrote in the 
Straits Times, however, that 
the humiliating publicity was 
out of proportion to the 
crime. 

“If shame is considered an 
effective deterrent, why not 
parade rapists and murderers 
in public stockades?” be 
asked. 
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NARROW NEWS AND VIEWS: A report tm top political 
changes in Jordan appeared in the Paris-based satirical- 3 ya, 
cum-serious AJ Maharer newspaper this week. The report's rter- 
w riter, unidentified under the stringent, eeomottust-like ate- 
newspaper policy guidelines, predicted that Pritoc Minister 
Sharif 2nd Bin Shaker wiU opt to stay tm amt head a 3US ? 


transitional government to supervise Jordan's Beto par-f“|' 
tiamentary elections. “But the next premier coaid also be. Qte 


Thouqan Hmdawi (presently Sharif Zeid's number ftvoj^ 
man in the cabinet), the writer says , going am to more of 
jhe same. “JHSndawi may decide to run for elections if he /s loni| 
not appointed premier, but he might also accept to join Mr. 
ranks with (former Foreign Minister) Marwan At Qa&wm help 
and (former Interior Minister) Sulaiman Atar to form a pro- 
team of three deputy prime ministers in the next govern- first 
meat. These changes will lead to the appointment of Roy aP thc 

Court Chief Khaled Karaki as the king’s advisor on 

national security and of (former Prime Minuter) Zeid RJfsi 
as a political advisor to the king or even the royal court 
chiefs job.” The report then turns more specific by 
predicting thar “AI Ra’i (Arabic daily) editor M ah m oud Ai 
„ Kayed will replace fellow editor Mahmoud AI Sheri f as 
minister of information, and that chief press officer at the 
royal court, Mohammad Daoudieh, win resign his post ic 
run for a parliamentary seat in Tafileh. ” So ter so gooc 
since these are far-fetched but possible appointments. Bui 
the report does not end there. Last bur not feme, h says, 
there wiU be structual changes in the Royal OoMt itself, foi 
the Diwan will add to its present dejmurmemts one tha 
deals exclusively with parliamentary affairs. “That depart 
meat will be beaded by a capable journalist Who is a 1st 
highly a knowledgable about paritamentaiy affairs: hi 
name is Faisal Shboul, ” the report says “now it hinges oi 
your good luck, Faisal,” it concludes. It naturally tool 
some people a while to figure out the aoouacy of rh< 
predictions in the report , bur very tew got stock in figurin', 
out who actually wrote it. Was it some aspirant for a joi 
with the office of His Majesty the King? 


* * * 


RESHUFFLE EPIDEMIC HITS HOME: After a series c 
reports about cabinet ministers suffering from hea/t 
problems during the past tew months, many think that tb 
impending government reshuffle has nothing lb do wit 
politics and political work. The reshuffle is coating beams 
our team of officials are “overworked and exhausted c 
simply fed up,” their friends think. It all started wit 
minister of labour, Abdul Karim Kabariti, and minister c 
planning, Ziad Fariz, who had an accident m a car the 
were driving after which Dr. Fariz needed a few days i 
bed. Then Minister of JEneigy Ali Abu) Ragftcb went t 
hospital for a minor operation and at the same tim 
Minister of Trade and Industry Abdullah Ensour had 
health mag in Indonesia when he was off bis way i 
. Australia for trade- tabes. Deputy Premier and Minister i 
Transport Ali Suheimat hJs just also undergone medic J 
tests. And the minister of health Aimseif was taken, ill an . 
needed hospitalisation at one stage. Friends report that z 
the ministers mentioned above are doing well md line nov 
but the more cyndal among the pah insist that the cause < 
all official ills can be attributed to working with tl 
Jordanian people, who generally show no mercy towan 


public servants, especially the senior ones. A sly politic 
operator rejects this theory, however. “There may hai 


been an increase in illnesses among the ministers, but tl 
percentage is nothing compared to that which afflicts tl 
ordinary people who continually get sick as a result ■ 
ministers' policies. ” 


ft ft + 


DONE THE OLD-FASHIONED WAY: Intelligent readers hav 
in the last week, been " sort of’ complaining about the lack 
background information in Jordanian newspapers on the U_ 
changes made earlier this week in die army and poBce (Pub. 
Security) Department. Most of those readers do of c our 
understand that talking about these changes is a highly sensin' 
matter since appointments in the army and security apparatus 
are not only considered a national security matter, but a 1 
discussing them in the media is banned under the nef fy -pass* 
press and publications law. There is naturally a story behind eve 
change, particularly in power corridors, and the above cai 
might be no exception. But much of what has been said abi 
what happened this week remains largely beresay teat could i 
be confirmed. The Jordan Times, in its usual fotmkMde way 
seeking the truth, would have loved to scoop others in derenn 
ing and telling the whole story. In fact it did give m< 
information about the top-level changes, than aD Arabic nei 
papers and magazines. But there were too many loopholes to p 
for any credible story to be written about the background to . 
change. ‘Too many unsubstantiated claims and counterclaims 
to why people went and came prevented us from better cowr. 
of the change,” an editor confided to the diary. So we did it 
comfortable old-fashioned way: None of us wanted logo to, 
before the next elections are run and done with. See you h 
change. 


* -0 # 


CARS IN DIPLOMATIC RACE: The British ambassador— 
Amman Patrick Byers, had an unlucky run-in with cars and oih 


this past week. After week-long preparations to race agai 
around 30 cars m a rally that was held last week, the ambas sa< 


was all ready to go when his car got stuck on third gear /eav 
him and his co-driver, a fellow embassy operator, without , ~' 
extra power to take on the hill ahead of them. The jRc i<> 
Automobile Club, which organised the rally , nevertheless r<Hjj 
the envoy under its wing and presented him with the 
novice” driver’s prize. But that prize was apparently only a 5 r|K 
in the bad luck the ambassador had encountered With cars Ef 


week. On Saturday the ambassador and b is wife were taki 
drive in their Land Rover Discovery when they hit a small g 


Mazda 323 on the 5th Circle. The small car, driven by a yo ■ 
woman, was only slightly hit but needed a push to get back on 
road. So Ambassador Eyers and bis wife puked their ’ 
(hopefully without difficulty) and helped the dnldren-paqr 
Mazda along. Someone who beard about these incidems poir 
out that the British envoy may now have to tom fus attention t 
to diplomacy, s/nce his embassy might have needed Ms leader, 
and talent for elsewhere. “On at least an that concet — 
relations with the press. Ambassador Eyers needed to be theW*. 
he said. 


* * * 


HEY, MR. POSTMAN: As part of its strategy for developing 15 
improving the post office system in Jordan , the Tciecommurr? 
tions Corporation has ■ added numbers and tetters to the vl 
persona/ post office codes in Jordan to facilitate and quicken || 
distribution of mail. So far this is good news, even (hough we M 
suffer from a kind of inferiority complex htvfu/se we are onM 

th «■ fe or nrtnnfnVc mhrrlt «+*7! Aa «l. ■ 


tbc few countries which still do not enjoy the services ofi 
friendly postman of the neighbourhood. The so add so nevl 
thar the Te/ecommunicarions Corporation eneds 


Telecommunications Corporation expeels those 

■ MM 1 » - -■ ' ' ' . 


— — ..vw, wifwiniuu UKJ3C 

wnte us herein Jordan to know that these important changes 1 

fai'Pn anW zhirU* hv rfu> n.m iwfu Tk. ? .1 


taken place and abide by the new codes. The bad new* is that III 
don’t and many Jordanians are complaining that their mail$& 


dwindled because the codeless mail is now apparently witS 
destination. 
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Cleaning up your act 


In the circle of my mind 


By JMn CUiwK Bttms 

It is surprising to see how some people, in other respects 
perfectly vtganised, can create the worst mess when it 
comes to their personal computer's (PC) hard disk drive 
(HDD). Except in corporate use where keeping the Sling 
io the computer neat and thfy is part of the job , private 
users tend lo leave data on the HDD in a chaotic situation. 

When PCs where introduced in the market mote than ten 
years afar, laving an HDD in addition to the ubiquitous 
Soppy drive was considered more of a luxury than a 
Rolls-Royce Comkhe in your driveway. In 1984-1986 
manufacturers started offemtg HDDs with capacities rang- 
ing from 10 to 20 megabytes (MB) or million characters. 
With the incredibly fast evolution the computer world has 
show it, the average PC's HDD now has 120 to 200 MB of 
fast access and highly reliable data on disk. 

Efficiently managing data on tSe.HDD is a simple matter 
of common sense. However, if handling 10 million charac- 
ters is almost intuitive, keeping 200 MB or more of data 
and disk tiles well oraanised requires some planning and 
(hsdplme. How do HDDs become untidy , what are the 
problems that this can cause, and what are the basic and 
easy rules that anyone can apply to keep data on HDDs in 
good "health”? 

Data on disks is saved (recorded) in tiles. Files are 
grouped ht subdirectories that can be considered as 
bran che s . The names of the tiles and the directories are 
usually user-given, except if they are pre-programmed by 
someohe else. In theory there is no limit to the number of 
Wes that a disk will take, but there is obviously a limit in 
terms of absolute capacity, hr clear English this means that 
on a 20 MB HDD one can stun up to 20 tiles of 1 MB each, 
or 10 fees of 2 MB each, or WO files of 0.2 MB each, or any 
vthet combination that satisfies the equation . A program- 
me can be made of several fifes. A large programme can 
occupy tern of MB on the HDD. 

Confusion on an HDD comes from not grouping 
separateptogramnMninsepaiutediroctoriesfbrinstance.lt 
is like tiling all your papers or documents in the same 
drawer mtiead of a Wing cabinet with a different drawer for 
sacn specific set of Wes, serving the same purpose. It also 
xmes frdoi opening too many useless tiles, keeping them 
on the disk and then forgetting what they represent a few 
weeks or months later. It is not unusual to find 3,000 or 
(.000 tiles on an HDD. How can anyone expect to manage 
uteb a number without a nummum of otgamsatkm? People 
dways discard notes and papers in the waste basket once 
>hey are useless, but they don't think of doing the same 
with disk fifes. Leaving too many people use your PC will 
tlso contribute to more havoc for they ntigfit, without 
c eephm yon informed, open new directories and tiles on 
'our HDD. Keeping different versions of the same 
oftwate n another way to overcrowd your ttisk. 

Once your HDD is fi lied with unknown, unwanted or 
useless Wes and directories, searching for data will become 
nore difficult and the back-up (security copy on floppies or 
apes) operations will - also become forger and more 
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difficult. Knowing what is necessary to copy and what is not 
becomes a nightmare. Moreover, you will soon run out of 
disk capacity. Another problem many users complain 
about — without knowing the reason why — is the disk’s 
speed reduction. HDDs tend to be slower in storing and 
retrieving tiles once they are near their full capacity. In 
abopt eighteen years of computer experience, I have round 
that it is usually possible to “clean" up to 20 per cent of an 
HDD without discarding really important data. 

Having analysed and understood the reasons behind 
disorganised HDDs and the consequent difficulties in 
managing data on them, the cure or rather the cures 
become obvious and simple. Do not leave unimportant tiles 
permanently stored. A simple 20-line letter to jour 
grand-ma* doesn’t have to be kept forever on disk. Review 
your tiles regularly — on a monthly basis for instance — 
and delete what is not essential. Keep programmes in 
separate directories , all operations will be more simply 
done this way: Copying , deleting, retrieving . etc. Give your 
tiles significant names that will help you remember what 
were created for, even years later.. Build your tiles with 
generic names. All your personal letters could be named 
PERSL1, PERSL2, and so on, while your business letters 
will be BUSL1, BUSL2, and so on.' It is not even computer 
science, it is basic logic. If another person has to use your 
PC. make sure to be informed , in detail , of what he or she 
would have saved or deleted from the HDD. Better still . 
define a “ modus operandi" so you both work the same 
way , using the same conventions. All people in an office 
follow the same discipline when it comes to stationery , 
telephones, photocopier, and the coffee machine. 

Do not leave several versions of the same programme on 
the disk. Unless you have a good reason to do so, it is 
usually perfectly useless. Most developers ensure that their 
new releases and versions can read tiles created with 
previous ones. If you have programmes that you do not 
often use, it might be a good idea to leave them on floppy 
disks and use them from there without copying onto the 
HDD. Unfortunately some software will simply not run 
directly from Soppy and need to be installed on the bard 
disk. 

If you think that the above is exaggerated or blown up, it 
could only mean one of two things: you are a perfectly 
organised person yourself and take order for granted, or 
you have never seen the desperation in the eyes of a PC 
user who is drawing in a sea of disk tiles that have lost their 
meaning for him. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 
WEEKLY PREVIEW 
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Js episode deals with an 
jerican gangster and his 
through time. 
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ho Movie Of The Week 

■ Rose And The Jackal 

ring: Christopher Reeve 

■ MaSdya Osborne 
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Scenes showing the Bloopers 
and mistakes of celebrities 
and actors. 


friend, Eddy , investigate a 
new case about an adopted 
boy who has been abused by 
one of his foster parents. 


9*h Saturday Variety Show Tuesday, April 13 930 Local Programme 


IMS News la English 

1030 Feature Him — Hand 
Of Murder 

Starring: Edward Woodward 
and Anthony Andrews. 


Sunday, April 11 


830 Executive Stress 

Donald and Caroline work in 
a publishing bouse. They 
keep their marriage secret 
because it is not allowed for' 
married couples to work in 
company. 

9:10 Documentary 

IBM News In Fj&bh 

IBM Vdtafre 


Monday, April 12 

830 The Powers That Be 

I Am Your Dummy 

The senator asks Bradley to 
act as a Dummy in the play 
which the presklent is going 
to watch. 

9:10 Laurel And Hardy 

Pardon Us 

Laurel and Hardy escape 
from prison. 

1030 News la English 

1030 Jordan Weekly 

10*40 Street Justice 

Kid Stuff 

Sergeant Adam and his 


830 Step By Step 


9:10 Forever Green 

Lady Pat approaches Har- 
riet to ask if Jack and she 
could possibly “ check out’’ 
the newcomers who’ve 
bought Colley Farm from the 
Taylors. The latter couple 
bad been at the farm for 
sixty-three years — naturally 
Lady Pat is doubtful about 
the change. Jack is at Hasty’s 
farm, helping him to tit the 
new hydro-turbine at Stowey 
Brook. 

Bob the postman delivers 
Harriet and Lady Pat’s mail. 
The latter’s appears to com- 
prise of bills, but amongst 
Harriet are Freddy’s GCSE 
results. Harriet phones Jack *i s 
mobile phone to inform him, 
and be goes to fetch her from 
Claud Taylor's where she and- 
Hilly have been practicing for 
the Oakscy Races. Freddy 
passes eight with Grade A’s 
and B’s, but is more con- 
cerned that she has failed 
Spanish. Tom promptly gets 
the champagne. Hilly's cool 
reaction suggests disappoint- 
ment that Freddy will dis- 
appear off to college. Freddy 
reassures her that she would 
have to take A levels first. 


1030 News In Fngikh 

10:20 Feature Film — Bird- 
man Of Alcatraz 

Starring: Burt Lancaster, Tel- 
ly Savalas and Kart Malden. 


The amazing story of Robert 
Stroud who turned his life 
sentence in jail to an out- 
standing career in the study 
of birds and their illnesses. 


930 Documentary — After 
Us The Deluge 

Water pollution 

1 lie Programme focuses on 
water pollution and bow it 
affects the global climate. 

1030 New In English 

1030 2000 Malibu Road 


The exclusive, insular com- 
munity of Malibu beach pro- 
vides a unique setting for this 
dramatic mini-series about 
four very different women 
who come together as house- 
mates at 2000 Malibu Road. 

Jade O’Keeffe, who owns 
the house, is a beautiful 
woman with a mysterious 
past and a shady present lifes- 
tyle that she is intent on 
changing. But someone 
wants to keep Jade trapped 
right where she is, or worse. 
Perry Quinn is a world-weary 
lawyer recovering from a 
shattering personal tragedy. 
For her, 2000 Malibu Road 
represents a chance to start 
fresh and forget the past. Joy 
and Lindsay are sisters who 
have come to Malibu to 
break into show business. 

Gorgeous and naive, Lind- 
say is an aspiring actress, 
while Joy acts as her manager 
and agent , and is willing to 
indulge in any deception 
necessary to help her younger 
sister achieve success. Four 
unique women, seemingly 
with nothing in common ex- 
cept the passion, intrigue, 
mystery and adventure of life 
at 2000 Malibu Road. 

Starring: Lisa Hartman 
Black. Drew Barrymore, Jen- 
nifer Beals, Tuesday Knight, 
Brian Bloom, Michael T. 
Weiss and Scott Bryce. 


By E Yaghi 

I am one of the largest circles in Amman. Before I was 
bom, nothing much existed in my area butempty plots of 
land and a lot of dust blown-by the harsh arid winds. Then, 
someone came up with the brainstorm of scooping out tons 
of earth to make way for. my establishment. Tractors 
steamed until late afternoons and their drivers sweated * 
under the sweltering Jordanian sun to empty a huge cavity 
that was to become my permanent home. Workers lovingly 
planted scrawny saplings which courageously withstood the 
winter stoqns that later tore and pulled at them in countless 
directions. Now, they have proudly grown to sturdy frees 
that young boys climb whenever my gardener isn’t looking. 

A cobblestone sidewalk crisscrosses me and at convenient 
intervals, benches are located to provide the weary with a 
place of rest. All in all, I have much to be thankful for, 
especially in spring when all kinds of birds Sock to perch 
and sing on the branches of my trees, and families stroll in 
the evening cool and spread blankets on my soft brown ■ 
earth in order to sit and view the traffic that endlessly 
envelops me. Often on my shores, small boys gather to play 
football until the deep of night. 

Yet, I feel that though life may have improved since my 
first gasp of breath and infant gurgles , much is to be 
desired. For instance, directly across me to one side, some 
deserted houses crumble and decay in the middle of a street 
that is supposed to be but isn’t. I find it difficult to sleep at 
night fretting over the fact that these dilapidated structures 
could collapse on an innocent person. Many times the 
municipality has inspected the area and done absolutely 
nothing about anything at all. Those in charge wear the 
same old suits and stalk around with pompous airs, inspect 
the street which is occupied with squatters' homes, view the 
ghetto-like abodes and then turn on their heels with their 
noses pointed towards the sun and leave , promising 
sometime in the year 3025 to attend to the problem. I do try 
to cope with my many difficulties, but then when it rains in 
winter, I can’t help but notice too that the streets which 
encircle me are flooded with water chat never seems to find 
its path to the drain that has been made and remade to 
accomodate the situation. As for the pot boles in the street, 
they just mar by beauty and no matter bow many times the 
municipal workers repair them the same old boles return to 
occupy their same old positions and wound my vanity. 

As if that isn't enough, for one week , one of the sewage 
drains of an occupant of a home near me, poured 
ceaselessly out onto the surrounding sidewalk and over into 
the street. The odor was repugnant not to mention the 
terrible and dangerous germs that oozed forth to contamin- 


a(e thosewho ssr 

were wrikwg mto.1 then P^cd them up 

Tweif£of%c £ople. Old any youog. bigandjna^ 

But since many drtim that they are sophisticated and 
civilised, then these attributes should be made evident m 
such matters of extreme importance. 

Sometimes when I almost doze off for a inj ******* 
cars crash into each other and curses and sham my 

calm repose. A traffic light or two would work wondosand 
a trafnccop even more. As it is, nearly every day an 
accident occurs and sometimes school c^dch-en^e h/t by 
cars because there is no systematic means of controlling 
tmme whether car or pedestrian. My area is peopled with a 
multitude of humans. Humans need protection fiom 
themselves through regulations and order to better ettect 
their safety and well-being. 

The other afternoon I was shocked to witness three 
young men bash down the glass doors of some shops across 
from me. These delinquents each had respectively, a gun , a 
knife, and a metal pipe. They had also been released from 
prison having just completed confinement for previous 
offenses. There was no apparent reason for the attack but it 
is suspected that the criminals were under the influence of 
alcohol. A knife should be considered a dangerous 
weapon , for bow many countless people have either died 
from knife wounds or been seriously wounded? 

I am waiting for the day when conditions around me w ill 
improve even firrther. I will be happy when those unin- 
habitable shacks are destroyed, when the promised street 
that lives only in a forgotten dusty blueprint becomes a 
reality , when traffic fights are installed and produce order 
and when people look around them and begin to really care 
and' worry about improving not only their own immediate 
surroundings but those of their neighbours through con- 
certed efforts aimed at reaching those responsible. Why not 
lobby the proper authorities for the inherent rights as 
taxpayers and human beings? 

Meanwhile, Til enjoy the sounds and smells of spring 
when lilacs, lillys and roses bloom, when people’s laughter 
rings in the air and when there is a promise of hope and a 
rebirth of energy and life in Jordan's most beautiful season 
of the year. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

By Mohammad A. Shuqair 


Wednesday, April 14 _ 

830 A Chance In A MHUon 

The Taxman Commeth 


HUMOROUS QUOTATIONS 
Smoking 

— To smoke a cigar through a mouthpiece is equivalent to 
kissing a lady through a respirator. 

— Those who give up cigarette smoking aren 't the heroes. 
The real heroes are the rest of us — who have to listen 
to them. Sometimes they make me feel so sad I have to 
light up a big fat cigar to keep from breaking into tears. 

— A cigarette ....a man's refuge when he cannot face a 
woman’s eyes. 

— Tobacco is a dirty weed: I like it. 

It satisfies no normal need: I like it. 

It makes you thin, it makes you lean. 

It takes the hair right off your bean ; 

It’s the worst dam stuff I’ve ever seen: / like it. 

ft ft ft ft ft 

LET 9 S SAY IT IN ARABIC 

At The Airline's Office 

— Good morning. I’d like an air-ticket. 

Sabah EFKhair. Bidee tazkaret ta’ira. 

— Good morning. Whereto? Sabah El-Khair. Ala fain? 

— To London. Economy Class. . 

Ba London. Daraja siyahiya . 

— Single or return? Zehab awzehab wa-awda? 

— Return. I’m going on holiday. 

Zehab wa-awda. Ana musafer fee ijaza. 

— When are you leaving?- Imta ayez tisafer? 

— The day after tomorrow. Baad bokra. 

— And how long do you want to stay? 

Lee imta ayez tokeem bonak? 

— Not long. About three weeks. 

Moosb rayeh okeem modda taweela. Hawaii thalathet 


— Name? Eish ismak? 

— Thank you. Check in at the airport at least forty-five 
minutes before take off. 

Sbokran. Wazzen el-sbonat wa tammim ijra’at el safer 
kabla ikla’ el ta’ira bikhamsa wa’araba’een dakika ala al 

akal. 

— Oh, yes. Thank you. Good-bye. 

Na’atn. Asbkorak. Ma’assalama. 

ft ft ft ft ft 

STRANGE BUT TRUE 

— Spinach loses 50 per cent of its Vitamin C content 
within twenty-four hours after being picked. 

— The Statue of Liberty weighs 225 tonnes. 

— Healthy pigeons have never been known to sleep or 
close their eyes. 

— Both Julius Caesar and Napoleon Bonaparte were 
victims of epilepsy. 

— The heart of a snake is located about one-fifth the 
distance from its head to the end of its tail. 

ft ft ft ft ft 

JOKES 

PATIENT: “ Doctor , doctor, hurry please. I’ve got only 
50 minutes to live." 

DOCTOR: “ Wait a minute, please !” 

ft ft ft ft ft 

A WOMAN walked into a furrier's shop and asked for a 
drop-dead coat. 

“What on earth is a drop-dead coat?” asked the furrier. 


“A coat so good that when my neighbour sees it, she will 
'drop dead!” ’ ~Y . 

ft ft ft ft ft 

THE MAN wearing a rather frayed suit entered a tailor’s 
shop. 

“I hear that my son has owed you for a suit for three 
years." he commented. 

The tailor's face brightened That’s right, sir,” he 
replied. 

“ And have you come to pay the bill?” 

“Heck no, " replied the other. “I wanr one myself on the 
same renns. " 

ft ft ft ft ft 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. Who was the first person to organise a beauty contest?. 

2. Which was the first country to quit the Non-Aligned 
Movement? 

3. Correctly, should guests be served from the left or right? - 

4. What is serology? 

5. What are steelies, aggies, glassies and puries? 

6. What are monotrematas? 

7. On which river does the city of Madrid stand? 

8. The people of which island speak Merina? 

ft ft ft ft ft 

HAPPY DREAMS 

HOSPITAL: If you dreamed that you were taken to a * 
hospital or were a patient in one. the dream is telling you ■ 
that you are in imminent danger of being overwhelmed by • 

f™! 6 A?ir d fZ°h V e PP 8 to can3 ' aIone: don'* a proud ■ 
b f lp ' A dream of visiting a hospital or helping 1 
in one predicts surprising news. . . 

o A J^ ULAN CE: No broad interpretation can be given, 
fenendfv*? 1 d*"** 8rc f tly acc <>rding to its details, but it is ' 
° f " arnm § gainst indiscretion in' 
However, a full ambulance ' 

^ ^ “ 3 shorter time th ™ [ 
s a £°od man or woman to have in vour * 

t. foreeasis 4~ n ,n s> 

fr^n^ria&e a professional nurse signi- 

mairied, i^lessyou%eTrfm'nedn fam// y unity for the 
with them, in whi^ca^ t^dZ?* ¥ m daiSy 
significance. tbe drenm bas no prophetic - 

a C d Ange in r y °2 r f ™ m 
surgery; to dream of f ■ dream of undergoing 

u^aed news. P redi F* 

any significance if you f £/,ese dreams 

form of medicine. P ° F are connec ted with) any 
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PUZZLES 

sane order tehfod ea^of !etters ** ** 

form works. e following groups of letters to . 

ERTA1NM ; 

EMTIALN ^ 
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Nasrallah’s works convey a world of dualities 


tv uni., .j % 


By Stephanie Cenkin 

Special to the Jordan Times 

FUHEIS — With the beauty 
of spring blooming around 
Amman , a drive through the 
countryside is just one way to 
behold a splendor of colours. 
The Baikal Art Gallery, 
situated amidst the strikingly 
rich landscape of AJ Fuheis, 
offers an alternative experi- 
ence in colour. 

Mohammad Nasrallah's 
work, currently on display at 
. the Balka'a Gallery, is above 
all an experience in hues and 
tones. The powerful colours 
of his paintings seem to pos- 
sess a life of their own , 
reaching out and captivating 


* ■ 

Mohammad NasraBah 

the viewer's emotions and 
imagination. 

Mr. Nasrallah aged 30, is 


amongst the youngest pain- 
ters in Jordan. He holds a 
degree from the Fine Arts 
Institute in Amman as well as 
a diploma from the Spanish 
Cultural Centre. His work 
has been exhibited in several 
cultural institutes in Amman. 

An accomplished painter 
talented in the art of blending 
and balancing colours on the 
canvas , Mr. Nasrallah creates 
an atmosphere designed to 
heighten the senses. 

His seascape paintings are 
characterised by cool and at 
times icey tones. Partial to 
vivid and chilled blues, the 
artist captures a sense of cli- 
mate through water and 
waves familiar to anyone who 


has spent time at the shore 
during the winter months. 

Images of winter .are' also 
conveyed through thick stalks 
of dried branches positioned 
often in the foreground of the 

ART REVIEW 

painting, providing detail and 
texture. In a couple of works 
the parched shoots are cen- 
trally set in the midst of the 
frigid water serving as the 
painting's fool point. 

While r Mr. Nasrallah ’s 
series of seascapes convey a 
sense of space and solitude , 
his more abstract works, 
however , produce quite the 


opposite effect. 

Setting the canvas ablaze 
with predominantly vibrant 
reds and flecks of bright 
hues , the majority of the 
artist's paintings capture a 
world of chaos. Fully cloaked 
figures , which only reveal 
faces emerge from a clutter of 
papers. In many of Mr. Nas- 
rallah’s worhs sheets of paper 
are abundant, falling from 
the sky and littering nearly 
the entire canvas. 

Much attention is given to 
detail , and the painting's in- 
tricate colours lend to the 
overall complexity of these 
works. In juxtaposition with 
the spacious and airy sea 


settings, Mr. Nasrallah's ab- 
stract samples are congested 
and hectic. 

In each of these paintings t 
individual components are 
not differentiated by colour. 
Instead, a blend of bright 
hues sweep over the_ canvas 
as a whole . varying in tone. 
The final product is dynamic. 

Through the artist's ap- 
plication of colour and man- 
agement of space the exhibi- 
tion not only stimulates the 
senses, but also skillfully con- 
veys a world of dualities. 

The Balks 'a Gallery in 
Fuheis will be exhibiting the 
work of Mr. Nasrallah until 
April 10. 
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By Graham Heathcote 

The Associated Press 
LONDON — On Nov. 5, 
1948, Georges Rouault took 
315 of his 700 unfinished 
paintings fo a factory in 
Montreuil-Sur-Bois, an east- 
ern suburb of Paris, dumped 
them in a furnace and burned 
them. 

The then 77-year-old artist 
told a photographer and 
court official who were pre- 
sent at the destruction of the 
artwork that he simply didn't 
have time to finish the works. 

The French magazine 
Esprit wondered at the time 
if it: was not a “ dangerous 
precedent for a great creative 
artist to take upon himself 
the judgment of the ages , 
saving this work and des- 
troying that one, leaving be- 
hind him no traces of doubts 
and hesitations through 
which the human side of die 
artist could be grasped." 

But his daughter, Isabelle 
Rouault, said recently that 
her father's criterion was 
simply bow much time he 


Artist burned works he could not live to finish 


would need to finish them. 

“ His main concern with 
each was the stage of its 
progress ," she said. 

“My father was very critic- 
al of his own work, never 
satisfied, and he did not like 
to sell his pictures or even 
loan them." 

“Rouault often spent 10 
years on a painting ; coming 
back to it again and again 
before signing it, so he was 
sure there was not enough 
time," said Fabrice Hergott 
who has organised a London 
exhibition of the French 
artist's eartv work from 1903 
to 1920. 

"Many artists destroy their 
work because they are dis- 
satisfied with it or their ideas 
have changed when they re- 
turn to unfinished canvases, ” 
said Simonetta Fraquelli who 
worked on the exhibition. 

“ Francis Bacon, the British 
artist, destroyed his early 
works and Michelangelo left 
the sculpture in Milan known 
as the Rondanini Pieta un- 
finished. Maybe the burning 


was a way for Rouault to 
complete his life as he saw 
it." 

Despite the fire, there are 
between 2,700 and 3,000 
Rouaults left in the world's 
museums and private collec- 
tions, and another 900 un- 
finished, said Isabelle 
Rouault. Now 82, she was 
her father’s secretary and 
'catalogued his work. 

At the end of 1956. eight 
years after the fire. Rouault 
gave up painting altogether. 
When he died two years la- 
ter, three months before his 
87th birthday, he was consi- 
dered such an important fi- 
gure that he was given a,state 
funeral. 

Rouault is best known for 
his pictures of Christ. Unlike 
the glossy images preferred in 
the 19th century, his depic- 
tions surprise and shock. His 
Christ is gloomy and full of 
foreboding, boldly outlined 
in heavy , black brush- 
strokes , like almost all 
Rouault's figures. 

Rouault was bom in a 


terrible moment in French 
history, in a Paris cellar in 
May 1871 during a bombard- 
ment of the city by govern- 
ment forces crushing the 
Communist revolution 
known as the Paris Com- 
mune. 

Judging by his paintings. 
Rouault had a dark view of 
life. His vision might be seen 
as an echo of the commune’s 
end, when more people were 
executed by the government 
than in the reign of terror 
during the French Revolu- 
tion. 

Hergott described the 
painter's early work as anar- 
chistic. related to nothing 
else that was being painted at 
the time. His subjects in 
those years were mainly 
prostitutes, clowns, circus 
riders, human-figure targets 
at fairgrounds and people in 
the law courts — the accused, 
the lawyers and the judges. 

There is nothing pretty ab- 
out any of them. 

"The paintings close 
around the subjects like a 


trap; and in the court rooms, 
accusers and accused are pre- 
sented together without dis- 
tinction between them,” Her- 
gotr said. 

Rouault was a friend of 
Henri Matisse. The two men 
had the same professor, Gus- 
tave Moreau, the painter of 
elaborate Biblical and mytho- 
logical subjeers whose Paris 
studio survives as a museum 
for his work, which he left to 
the nation. 

Moreau was an important, 
lifelong influence on 
Rouault ; so was the painter's 
apprenticeship in a stained- 
glass workshop. The heavy 
outlines of Rouault's figures 
resemble the lines of lead 
that hold painted glass pieces 
together in a window. 

"Rouault's art was the 
most important thing in his 
life and he worked at it every 
day and often at night as 
well," said Hergott, 31, a 
curator at the Pompidou 
Centre in Paris where the 
exhibition was first displayed. 

"Rouault preferred to 


paint on easily available 
materials like paper and card 
and he worked flat, on a 
table. 

" His work was appreciated 
early in this century by some 
collectors and other artists. It 
wasn't difficult to put this 
exhibition together because 
owners mostly were happy to 
lend as there has been no big 
exhibition since the Paris re- 
trospective in 1971 for what 
would have been Rouault's 
100th birthday." 

Rouault must have owed 
much of his success to his 
dealer. Ambroise Votlard. 
who championed the new. 
He staged the first solo ex- 
hibition of Paul Cezanne, 
gave money to Paul Gauguin 
to enable him to survive and 
exhibited Pablo Picasso's 
work as early as 1901. 

“ Vollard recognised 
Rouault as a great artist and 
bought everything in his stu- 
dio in 1917. Rouault is 
appreciated in many coun- 
tries and loans to this exhibi- 
tion came, from France, the 


United Stares* Japan. Ger- 
many, Switzerland and a few 
from Ireland." Hergott said. 

*7 wasn't sure what they 
would look like until I saw 
them all together on the 
walls. I was surprised by their 
quality and intensity at the 
Pompidou Centre. " 

Hergott said the works 
showed that Rouault was not 
as religious as many thought. 
"He was better than that. He 
was more a religious anarch- 
ist. There is religion in the 
early works but it is not so 
visible us in the later ones. " 

Rouault lived in Provence, 
southern France, moving to 
Paris in World War II. The 
Germans who took over the 
house destroyed a lot of the 
paintings. 

When Vollard died in 1939 
after an auto crash . his heirs 
closed Rouault’s studio in 
Vollard’s house and Rouault 
had to go through legal chan- 
nels for the return of his 
paintings. He won his case in 
1947. 

Ker.gptt . considers 


Rouault's art difficult 
appreciate. 

“You mustn't judge it J 
by appearance and sub 
but by structure as w 
There is a strong relation > 
between form and suhj 
The aggression is \ cry <. 
trolled. He had control 
Matisse but he was not 
ourful like his friend. " 

Isabelle Rouault rem 
bered her father as being \ 
particular about allow 
anyone ft* see his work. 

“When he prepared a si 
of his paintings he woul 
let any of us into the sti 
until he was ready to . 
them. We were all afran 
disturb him when he 
painting," she said. 

"In his later years 
allowed friends, critics 
young painters to come to 
him, but only one at a ti 
He would talk a lot ti 
after a day of silence." 

The S9 paintings and 
ceramics by Rouault an 
the Royal Academy of . 
in Piccadilly through Jun 



ByKatiaSabet 

CAIRO — A hugely fat 
woman is trying to get into an 
old battered taxi. Someone is 
pushing her from behind: 
someone else is pulling her 
from inside ; a group of bys- 
tanders urges her on — but 
the door of the cab does no: 
open as widely as it should 
and, try as she might, the 
woman cannot squeeze past 
it. Puffing and panting, red 
with shame, she remains 
stuck where she is, not know- 
ing what to do. The scene, at 
once comic and tragic, takes 
place in a residential street in 
the Egyptian capital, where 
director Ekbal AI Charoni is 
shooting her latest movie. 
Literally translated from its 
Arabic title "Horafa Esma's 
El Fachal, ” the movie is cal- 
led A Fable Named Failure. 
In order to play the leading 
role, actress Esaad Younes 
had to agree to put on SO 
kilos (195 lbs) — with the 
help of special effects and 
make-up — and appear be- 
fore her many fans complete- 
ly disfigured' by huge puffy 
cheeks and a vast double 
chin. 

The movie is due to be 
shown on Egyptian television 
screens later this year. But 
even before it goes on the air 
it is already making waves. 
For two years, Ms. Charoni . 
a film-maker for the national 
television network, battled to 


The weight of obesity 


get the go-ahead to tackle 
this subject. The film is based 
on a short story by Abdul 
Wahab Motawa, who de- 
scribes the real-life experi- 
ence of a woman who became 
monstrously fat in a crisis of 
despair. 

The first hurdle facing Ms. 
Charoni was that backers 
feared the movie would hurt 
the feelings of the many over- 
weight women to be found in 
the Middle East. Help came 
from the film's leading lady 
Esaad Younes, an actress 
who combines her dramatic 
art with a caustic wit and 
considerable skill as a writer. 
Together, the director and 
the actress succeeded in con- 
vincing the television station 
managers that not only was 
the film entirely possible, us- 
ing good make-up and special 
effects, but that it could 
prove to be an important first 
step for many overweight 
women in their struggle to 
overcome obesity. 

With shooting now in full 
swing. Younes fs virtually un- 
recognisable under her night- 
mare make-up. her face 
fleshy and aged, her vast 
body encased in a huge 
shapeless robe which fails to 
hide the extent of her bulk. 
"J agreed to do this movie 
because / could not care Jess 
whether / look beautiful or 
slim on screen, so long as the 
role has some substance," 





^ pr -' '■ _ iit aiM f the special effects 

Esamd Yoanms* ««****£ hugely overweight 
nqnbmf to mkm ter too* Rahmy creator of 
•re designed and 'g amt 

two popular pupp*s “* 


she said, with customary 
frankness. "This role was ex- 
actly the kind of thing I was 
looking for — something 
different . based on a true 
story which could happen to 
almost any of us women 
here." 

In the East, explains 
Younes, women are all too 
often considered a burden for 
their families who view them 
either as a future wife or a 
future mother, without tak- 
ing into account any personal 
or intellectual aspirations 
they might have. "In our 
families, any ebneem about 
giving daughters some form 
of cultural development is 
brushed aside by the over- 
whelming desire to see them 
settled and married as soon 
as possible said the actress. 
" Experience shows that 
young women who are 
pushed into ill-matched mar- 
riages, and who have no 
means at all of expressing 
their true selves, become 
addicted to food, just as 
other people become hooked 
on sniffing glue or on drink. 
They eat because they find a 
kind of consolation in food 
and. at the same time . sub- 
consciously. they are 
punishing — by making it 
shapeless — this body which 
is the only thing that counts 
in the eyes of the peop/e 
around them. In fact, these 
women are punishing them- 
selves because in the repe- 
ated failure of marriage they 
become convinced that they 
have themselves failed in the 
only role that society has 
given them." 

Marwa, the character 
Younes plays in the film, is a 
brilliant university student, 
highly gifted in languages. In 
Germany , where she is pre- 
paring her doctorate , she be- 
gins churning over memories 
of broken love affairs , further 
depressed by the crushing 
solitude of being so far from 
home. She gets up fa the 
■middle of the night , goes to 
the fridge and seeks consola- 
tion fa a midnight feast. She 
begins to put op weight. 
When she returns home to 
Egypt, she is barely recognis- 
able. She has already put on 
40 kilos. 

t Prvy to night eating 
syndrome? 

" She becomes prey to what 


is known as the night eating 
syndrome , " said Younes. 
"And it gets worse. She puts 
on 80, 100. 120, 140 kilos 
(176, 220, 264 , 308 lbs)... she 
becomes a monster, but she is 
married off all the same to a 
man who humiliates her and 
beats her." 

The husband, played by 
one of Egypt’s most promis- 
ing young actors Mamdouh 
Wafi. is a character who suf- 
fers from sexua/ problems 
.and is only seeking an alibi in 
his marriage. Marwa s exist- 
ence becomes doubly 
equivocal. But fa the end she 
finds the strength to break 
the spiral and painfully, slow- 
ly, take control of her own 
destiny. "In actual fact, it's 
ail a question of will," said 
Younes. This young actress 
knows what she j is talking 
about. She too suffered from 
obesity at a certain time of 
her life. It was just after the 
birth of her last child. When 
she came out of the clinic she 
was 22 kilos overweight (48 
lbs). The reasons for her 
weight problem were diffe- 
rent from those of 
the character she plays 
in the film. B u f 
the effects were 
the same. She re- 
calls only too well that sense' 
of heaviness, of difficulty fa 
moving or of going up or 
down stairs. She remembers 
the horror of the dresses 
which no longer zipped up 
and the jackets which no 
longer buttoned up. the fat 
which weighed down her very 
spirit. 

Younes lived a whole year 
in this state. She tried every- 
thing — diets based on bana- 
nas apd others based on 
boiled rice, pills that suppres- 
sed the appetite, others 
which stimulated the kidneys , 
acupuncture and even char- 
latans. Nothing worked . She 
even thought of liposuction, 
but this surgical method is 
only effective in removing 
ugly fatty deposits of a re- 
latively //mired size. It can do 
nothing to get rid of an entire 
layer of blubber. Younes 
finally came to understand 
that she would never get her 
figure back unless she 
changed her eating habits. 
"The truth is that the recipe 
for losing weight is really very 
simple , she said. “All you 


have to do is close your 
mouth! The rest is all a lot of 
eyewash. The secret is to eat 
little, very little , and never 
outside mealtimes." Younes 
won her battle. Today she is 
back to her old weight — 63 
kilos (138 lbs), or at least she 
is offscreen. On the set, she 
is forced to relive the night- 
mare of being overweight. 

It is not an altogether 
pleasant experience, as she 
readily admits. "With all this 
make-up and these layers of 
foam rubber wrapped around 
my body I feel exactly as i did 
when I really was fat," she 
said sighing. The difficult 
task of designing the special 
effects for the film was hand- 
led by Rahmy, a well-known 
■figure fa the movie world 
who created Boughy and 
Tamtam, two puppets loved 
by Egyptian children as much 
as Donald Duck and Mickey 
Mouse are fa the West. 

Under the blinding lights 
of the film crew, in a hired 
apartment filled with kitsch 
ornaments and furnishings, 
shooting is in progress on one 
of the film's most distressing 
scenes. It will be remarkable- 
if this one escapes the cen- 
sor’s knife in Egypt. The 
tearful wife is vainly trying to 
pacify her irascible husband, 
whose anger becomes more 
and more violent the more 
his wife is kind and submis- 
sive. He gives her a resound- 
ing slap ; Marwa staggers and 


One of Egypt's leading actresses, despair 
Esaad Younes, is Marwa, whose obese 


causes her to 


collapses on a chair , which fa 
turn almost collapses beneath 
her ample weighr. The scene 
is both hilariously funny and 
dramatically piognant, and it 
is in this mix that the movie’s 
strength lies. 

The director made a bold 
but successful choice in 
selecting an actress who is 
best known for her comic 
roles to play a character who 
spends much of the movie in 
the depths of despair. "It is 
not the first time I have 
chosen a comic actor to play a 
serious role. ” said Ms. Char- 
oni. "In fact. Esaad Younes 
is a great actress, completely 
in control of all her facial 
expressions, even beneath 



Movie director Ekbal AI Charoni overcame 
technical difficulties and fears of viewer sensi- 
tivity to make A Fable Named Failure based on 
a true story 


that horrible mask and all 
those layers of synthetic ■ 
foam. " 

But what do Egypt's real- 
life plump women think of 
the idea of making a movie 
about such a subject? “ 1 
don't see why anyone should 
want to go to the trouble of 
making a film about us, " said 
Azza B. "J. have no prob- 
lems about being overweight 
and my husband is proud of 
my ample figure. It shows I’m 
healthy . " 

Azza 's reaction is that of a 
gradually disappearing class 
of women. Others asked to 
comment said they wished 
the movie would give them 
the recipe on how to become 
slim. Most women appeared 
skeptical about the movie’s 
happy ending, even though 
the finale is strictly based on 
fact. "They shouldn't tell 
such lies. No one can lose 80 
kilos," said Sohala C., who 
weighs 97 kilos and whose 
sister, a hefty 150 kilos, has 
spent a fortune on slimming 
cures without the slightest 
success. All these women 
admit that for them food is a 
type of refuge which they 
turn to when they feel lonely 
and unhappy. “ There is no- 
thing so strange about that, " 
said Sohaila. "If you consider 
that from the time we were 
children we were rewarded 
with a chocolate and 
punished by being made to go 
without dessert. That instil- 
led reflexes fa us without our 
even being aware of it, so 
that we stuff ourselves fiill of 
sweet things every time there 


is the slightest problem fl | 
daily life. " ■ I 

Director Charoni is C -4 
her movih is stirring up 
troversy. "I'm very; pi, 
that people are talking 
Marwa , not for my owi 
sonal glory but beca. 
want to motivate and he 
thousands of women wl 

— perhaps even \ vi 
being aware of it — » . .. 
same situation as my he 
All too often women be"”"" 
fat because they are d 
py ■ The solution lies in n j 
up to this and rryii,” 
change the situation. 

fat or thin, life rakes on^H 
meaning and the chancMg 
one will lose weight u^H 
even noticing it." 

As Ms. (Charoni pJmM 
final touches to her 
another fat lady, Swiss l 
wife turned writer RosP 
Buri. is in Egypt to pr 3r 
her best-seller Fat 
Beautiful. Mrs. Bui ' 
fought a lifelong r— ■ 
against being overweig&ZZi 
all her efforts have b^j j 
vain. Finally, she deci^M 
write a book in which si 
claim to the right of eve® 
woman to be clever arfpf 
cessful. So far Fa r|f| 
Beautiful has sold /|§| i 
copies and Mrs. Bu|i;j| ] 
become an overnight 
Will her new-found pjj ' 
help her become th|f§ 
sylph-like figure she '^p! ; 
dreamed of? To judgMM j 
the smiling face of thfs S 
clearly happy lady, thnQ$ . 
last thing she has on he '* 1 '* 

— World News Link. 
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Russians start human foetal tissue transplant operations 


MOSCOW — Svetlana 
\ndrcyanon, who's had df- 
betes for 27 ether 45 years , 
: one of Rttwfa’s first sufrer- 
rs to receive human foetal 
ssus tran sp l an ts. 

Ms. Andreyanova says the 
9-minute seaskm la which 
te received aevem injections 
t a Moscow hospital along 
ith three other patients , is 
?r only hope, 

“If yon havc- hccn ill for 
ich s long cfaac; you con- 
antiy wonder what’s going 
> happen toyed. You might 
U gangrene and lose your 
gS f you get black-outs, 
ay be you'll lose your 
*ht.” she h id. "I was pre- 
wed to do anything to avoid 
•is. 

“The treatment b not ini’ 
oral," she said. “It's tetri’ 
e when a woman loses her 
lild. But if d. ( the foetus) 


can be used to alleviate the 
pain of sick people , then why 
not?" 

Ms. Andreyanova does not 
expect a full recovery. But 
perhaps the treatment will 
reduce her daily insulin doses 
and make her less susceptible 
to the decline in her health 
that she fears. 

The cell tissue , which she 
hopes can help her , came 
from the foetal tissue bank at 
the International Institute of 
Biological Medicine, set up 
to research and provide hu- 
man foetal tissue transplant 
operations for a wide range 
of diseases. 

. It opened in January to ran 
a new government program- 
me based at the Centre for 
Perinatology, Obstetrics and 
Gynaecology in Moscow 
where hundreds of woman go 
for abortions every year. 

“We have a great advan- 
tage over the West,” said 
Michael Molnar , a U.S. plas- 


tic surgeon from Hollywood f 
who alls himself the ^orga- 
nising spirit” and set the pro- 
ject up with a group of Rus- 
sian consultants. 

“In the West it is possible 
to research human foetal 
transplants, but difficult to 
put into practice because 
foetal tissue is always in very 
short supply," he said. “Here 
we already have enough tis- 
sue to treat 400 to 600 pa- 
tients. " 

Western scientific research 
has shown that human foetal 
tissue, which adapts uniquely 
when transplanted into a pa- 
tient's existing tissue, may 
help to treat many incurable 
diseases . 

And in Russia there is no 
shortage of foetal tissue. 
Abortion , legal since 1931, is 
still the commonest and most 
acceptable form of con- 
traception. 

Unlike in the West, after 
74 years of the Communists * 


official state polity of athe- 
ism, Russians are less likely 
to raise moral objections, Dr. 
Molnar says. 

The institute started budd- 
ing up its foetal tissue bank 
last November. Once a 
woman from die abortion cli- 
nic consents, her foetus is 
rushed to the lab for AIDS 
and other tests. 

If healthy, the cell tissue is 
frozen in giant vats at a 
temperature of minus 196 de- 
grees Celsius (minus 320.8 
degrees Fahrenheit) to keep 
it alive” and usable for up to 
a year. 

In the West, particularly 
the United States, human 
foetal research has been 
attacked by the religious lob- 
by as immoral. In 1988 for- 
mer President Ronald 
Reagan, under pressure from 
die Pro-Life Movement ; ban- 
ned government funding of 
this research. 

President Bill Clinton has 


lifted the ban , but the debate 
about whether it is morally or 

medically justified rages on. 

Dr. Molnaris project was 
first turned down in China, 
despite the fact that more 
human foetal transplants 
have taken -place there than 
anywhere else. In 1988 he 
almost got it off die ground in 
Yugoslavia. In the former 
Czechoslovakia the church 
opposed the project. 

Dr. Molnar says Russia is 
the best place for his project 
There are lots of under-em- 
ployed scientists, research is 
cheap and the government 
has placed the Centre for 
Perinatology, Obstetrics and 
Gynaecology at the project's 
disposal. 

In 1991, 3,600,000 women 
had abortions and the birth 
rate dropped by 25 per cent 
as more and more women 
sought terminations, fearing 
they could not feed their 
offspring. 


^Women have abortions 
because they want to, no one 
is forcing them to,” Dr. Mol- 
nar said. “In Russia women 
come to this centre because 
they get the best attention 
here. 

"Out work here is unique. 
In the West there are drae- 
rent ethical guidelines," be 
said. “These are justified to 
regulate the system of private 
practice, but in Russia there 
is a free state health care 
system and abortions are 
free.” 

Dr. Molnar stressed that 
the project was government 
funded, there was no pro- 
fiteering, no businessmen 
were involved and (bey did 
not plan to sell foetal mate- 
rial in the West or Russia. 

At present the institute has 
about 50 specialists, including 
surgeons treating diabetes, 
male and female sterility and 
Down's Syndrome, and sci- 
entists researching non-hc&T 


ing 


fractures, Alzheimer's 
arteriosclerosis and 
leukaemia. 

A course of treatment with 
die International Institute of 
Biological Medicine costs 
$500 for Russians, $1,000 for 
citizens of former Soviet re- 
publics. Foreigners pay 
$8,000 compared to about 
$75,000 in tire United States , 
Dr. Molnar said. 

The institute was set upas 
a Russian joint-stock com- 
pany and opened with the 
backing of the Ministry of 
Health. It has exclusive rights 
in Russia to develop research 
into transplants of human 
foetal tissue as a form of 
medical treatment. 

So far it has 20 Russian 
patients — four paying, the 
rest taking part in research 
for free treatment. The first 
foreign patient, a tbree-and- 
a-balf year old girl with 
Down's Syndrome from 
Puerto Rico, is due to arrive 


next month. 

The company's shares can 
be sold on the open market 
and are divided up. A group 
of Western doctors who have 
formed a company registered 
in Ireland called BioceBar 
Research Ltd have 51 per 
cent and the Centre ofPerm- 
natology owns the rest. 

They are looking for in- 
vestors to help raise more 
money for their own premises 
— a building next door to the 
centre, now under construc- 
tion «— ■ with a research la bora- 
tory and wards for patients. 

There are plans to hold an 
international conference on 
transplants of human foetal 
tissue in Moscow in 
September. 

" This is just the begin- 
ning,” said Dr. Molnar. “If 
all goes well this could be one 
of the major centres in the 
world for human foetal trans- 
plant research and treat- 
ment. " 




regress expected in next 2 years against major tropical diseases 


By Ruitf tMscoe 

The Associated Press 


ASHINGTON — Humans 
-* losing the bailie against 
ne major tropical diseases, 
l scientists see hope in new 
igs, paint heed with bug 
hr and a liUte help from 
a/ witch doctors. 

Tropical diseases that 
set lands inhabited by half 
• world's population, are 
‘ing 2 ntiuhm people a 
ir; deaths w iW double and, 
malaria, possibly quadru- 
in two decades if new 
•x are not taken, accord- 
lo the World Health 
zanisation’f top expert on 
nical diseases. 

\nd travel to warm cli- 
*« is getting more danger - 
as the diseases and the 
• cts that cany them build 
resistance to existing 
gs or insecticides, said Dr. 
e Godal . director of a 
pical * Disease Research 
sramme for the World 
‘rib Organisation (WHO) 
the World Bank. 


prospt 

combatting these diseases are 
very exciting . " said Dr. God- 
al in an interview. 

Arteether , a new drug de- 
veloped from a Chinese herb, 
is the “most rapidly acting 
anti-malarial drug ever 
known " and could reduce 
mortality by half. Dr. Godal 
said. It is expected to be 
registered in France next year 
and available for disease con- 
trol by 1995. 

“We have new tools in the 
pipeline and we are finding 
ways of using the tools in 
better ways than before, ” he 
said. 

Dr. Godal predicted that 
with proper research, a 
malaria vaccine could be de- 
veloped before the end of the 
decade. Malaria affects 270 
million people in more than 
100 countries, with about 90 
per cent of the victims in 


sub-Saharan Afrjca , accord- 
ing to WHO. Malaria kills 


more than one million people 
annually in Africa. 

Reports by Dr. Godal and 


other disease experts pub- 
lished in the April 5 issue of 
the Medical Journal of Au- 
stralia and released in 
Washington assess progress 
against malaria and seven ' 
other major tropical diseases. 

More than half a billion 
people , or about one in every 
10 people on Earth, suffer 
from one or more of the 
diseases. 

The reports say sharp de- 
clines are expected within the 
next decades in leprosy . Cha- 
g a s disease and 
onchocerciasis, known as riv- 
er blindness, although none 
of them can be totally eradi- 
cated. Effective new drugs 
and methods have already 
been developed against the 
disease. Dr . . Godal said. 

But progress against others 
could require a doubting of 
the current $33 million dollar 
annual budget c f the Disease 
Research Agency, which is 
funded by WHO and the 
World Bank, Dr. Godal said. 

The most serious, in addi- 
tion to malaria, are: 


— Snail fever, or schistoso- 
miasis. is carried by water snails 
and infects more than 200 
million people in Asia, Africa 
and Latin America. It is be- 
lieved to kin 200,000 people a 
year. 

— Leishmaniasis, which is 
actually a range of diseases 
transmitted by bloodsucking 
sandflies and found in die 
Middle East, the subconti- 
nent and Mediterranean re- 
gions. Its worst form killed 

80.000 people in 1992. 

— African sleeping sick- 
ness, or trypanosomiasis, 
which is transmitted by tsetse 
flies and affects more than 

100.000 people in 36 African 
countries , killing 25,000 a 
year. 

— Lymphatic filariasis ,' 
carried by mosquitoes , with 
some 32 million people suf- 
fering from its effects, includ- 
ing elephantiasis of limbs or 
genitalia, and 1 million sev- 
erely disabled. 

In addition to new drugs 
being tested now, other 
promising approaches to the 
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COOKBOOK MMBCTIONS 
By Olive Dan* 


1 "II (He shoo 
& T,*n s»as 
9 lino a sutten 

pjk 

I J Choi 

'i Ship of . . 

ctftuip'TWnli . 

19 TJiadnw 
M Court Ofto* 

21 SW 

22 fanlry 

23 P.wi— ftnaotl 

24 Cto*>K«s I* Ola 
1MWM 

25 CloC’v'O 

26 Puud up fhe onto 
29 RkW) ixadriwea 

31 You oof 

32 ViewpomS 

33 Opt** 1 wot® 


35 Qrava 

38 IT n e - y ln e d rock 

37 tecnrakig tt 

38 Spa Mature 
40 Infringe on 
*3 Agnolo 

48 Exempt 

49 Nabto Udes 

50 Stratagem 

51 Ortgmata 

52 On toot Fr. 

53 Preminger and 
Ktompwar 

54 Draw upon 

56 kKhoi hemp plant 
MULiBHd 

57 Edward Or 
Norman 

59 Argamtoa name 
81 Mountm ridge 


62 Egoco m n c 
64 Domed 
66 Some choir 


68 — up (tense) 

70 Pu« In 

71 Informer 

74 Derision 

75 Clear, as proto 

76 Farm snictros 
78 Dough 

80 SicWan volcano 
B1 Cummurtwnd 

82 Cushions 

83 Wflyfdrer 

84 Make W 
67 Ratwonm 
88 Fr. sokSer 

69 Land measure 
90 Chew 


91 Stigma 
93 Under a street 

95 Abraham's wde 

96 Piew ham me lea 
99 Brandy drinks 
101 Expose toputac 


104 Far-reacftfcig 


105 George of toodul 
' Cry of Bed; 


107 Cry of derlsKFi 
1 06 Blunder 
109 Eskimo knife 
HO African antelope 

111 Hi — (Ihnng a dr* 

tool 

112 Danish islands 

113 Curve 

1 14 Actor Qavta 

115 Distribute 

116 Speck 


DOWN 

1 MelKlPouS 

2 Stand — of 

(respect) 

3 pus rear 

4 Locahon 

5 Very ex**rt 
6Sat«** pan 

7 Levy 

8 BHC*dhc»n 

9 Emd** person 

;ioHury 
l l1 M*o0 » __ 

12 Paper gaw’Wy 

,3 S»w 

UJU& 

^svw* 

: 16W^L -n . ol 

18 finde 

, npdMIHAttig 

■aCortW 


27 Metemafy related 
26 Cong cloak 
30 Forbidden thing 
34 Puotc wafts 

36 Smng around 

37 Wane awry 

39 On The crest 

40 L*«rid container 

41 Little demons 

42 Exclude 

43 Fercn 

■44 Author Smdah 

45 Gravy — 

46 Crease 

47 Sch. autjj. 

49 Goes down 

swinging 
. S3 Bumpkin 

55 Cook up mute 

56 Clly Dries 


60 Frustrating 

tormaUy 

61 — kiss 

62 Robust 

63 Ctockmaker 
Thomas et Si 

65 Lenders: aBOr. 

66 Hormone 

67 Actress Andorson 
69 Cordage grass 

71 — speak (mai is 
to say) 

72 Trudge 
*3 Oidck 

74 Make clothes 

75 Co untr yw id e: 
aWir 

77 Tkiy Itsh 
79 Pledge 
81 Tarda 


63 Mercenary 

85 Hebrides island 

86 Arrests 

87 Surgical 
instrument 

90 Elephant driver 

91 Dupes 

92 — Del 

94 -Becomes — n 
etamtty" (Btoke) 

95 Hoard 

9S — Castle. Cuba 

97 in me process 

98 WHn — fund 
. OavrsMy) 

99 Whodunit Item 
100 Hindu germed! 

102 FordMe impact 

103 Small drink 
106 54 
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Leat Week's Cryptogram 


1. Able bead chef dtobed not flee meal to church bead members. 

2. Pray tell, what can bees warming or we l co m ing oc every row day mm 
tot, potbellied stove? 

3. She nay have a gala city toll marriage: It's her dill rite. 

4. Longcanaeway was flooded because of very high water driven by terrible 
hurricane- 
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IP X 19. By Janes Barrlcfc 
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e dtofChanwb 
j Wide 
0 Find laud **• 

3 Expert 

2 0JbScai|trtB» 
5Flw duiafH 

Japanese scheme 
5 Salamander ‘ 
J Protect" 1 * 
owedng 
> Expression 


23 Ugt« color 
i Ktod ol engine , 


241 
2B Weft cake 


27 Leg pan 
I Tolerated 


28' 

30 Ctrcus performer 

32 VMght unit 

33 Needy 

Ji Dross 
35 Measure of 
capacity 
37 Black eye 


Ermcmnem 
— and hows 

Saucer from 
space? 

Bump 

Ghost 

Actor Sharif 

Charged parpcJe 

Physician 

Score ki tennis 

" 20.000 

leagues ' captain 


56 Qrtafg d, as 
expenses 

57 Bgnthof on 
Dunes 

56 Particular 

59 Depot ahfir. 

60 Distress can 

61 Stravinsky and 

Sikorsky 

66 Of ships 

67 Make glad 

68 Removed 


The 
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I « 
t . 

O 
li 
Krai 
i 'tin 
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3 ni 
CltTlt 
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DOWN 
1 MOP 
! LOhy 
I Flat open ! 
iMJcw&a ' 

, Valued gtwsly 
i Sharp usdng 
i Magna— . . 
am. oto stylo 
i_Angrtcs 

.lsSjl Curly, of 
I Mob 


18 Put one wtiMn 


17 Nymph who tovod 
Narossus 

18 Twtot to extract 
Bqukf . 

T9 Gapaaous caak 
aOBMUIt* 

21 —Grand* 

2 $ Hed with a cord 
26 Across: prefix 
28 Un&rekan 


29 Honked 
31 Poetto region 
33 Simple 

36 in blossom 

37 Pottery 
fragment 

38 Bn of gossip 
42 — bean 

« Utah dry 

44 — Major 
eonstoUatton 

45 — a customer 


46 Fuats 

47 Not relaxed 

48 Farm 
implement 

eg Anetent 

52 Goddess of the 
harvest 

53 Feme 

62 Wind 

63 Racetrack 

64 Put e vehie on 

65 Coaster 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. DOWNS EETBTTET XHPS Z NAHTW QOQLOW 
XAIS ATE UTS HU SHPSWBQE NBBPS LO 
XWZNOS SB ATE ABQSWBQ 

DWBUOEETBY. — By BMa Salvato 

8. PEBBEL MTYL.N PEFYLZ DA KSEON CLV M 
DEBZ KOHFY KUEFY P A STL CASTL 

— -By Ed Boddleaon 

3. HUNTS ftxib:rd fxjbird hou tnlxs 
FOXIBIRD ERDU DLIF FLXBXRD ED HEDO 
FTXIBNLX DU OEB BFUNfiX? —By Frank N. Stein 
1.CVSR GYSPN INDIAN PLOXP SRPD YSX 
lOSXPSRN GDOAU. ZDOPLRN USUR’P • 
ZMEDQ PYN FOMEN. — By Ettgeoe T. Malcska 
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diseases include bed nets im- 
pregnated with mosquito re- 
pel! ant, insecticide-carrying 
paints for rural homes and 
programmes that teach tradi- 
tional midwives , faith healers 
and witch doctors to incorpo- 
rate proven anti-disease 
drugs and methods in their 
practices , the reports say. 


A major problem is over- 
coming superstition, such as 
the belief that a child suffer- 
ing cramps from malaria fev- 
er is possessed by evil spirits. 

“we have options here 
either to teach the traditional 
healers to give antimalarial 
treatment or the mothers." 
he said. “We have had train- 


ing courses, and traditional 
healers are at the top of the 
class. ” 

Dr. Godal said the tropica f 
disease effort will be shifted 
to “ more immediate, practic- 
al methods.” 

For example, be said, stu- 
dies have discovered that by 
simply 1 asking children 


whether they have symptoms 
of a disease often can be as 
effective in determining the 
extent of an illness as taking 
expensive tests. 

And, soaking bednets in 
insecticide has proven effec- 
tive in reducing child deaths 
from malaria by as much as 
50 per cent. 


Cancer fear prevents same 


women from getting checkups 


SAN DIEGO (AP) — Many 
women with strong family 
histories of breast cancer be- 
come so paralysed with fear 
of dying from die disease that 
they fail to get exams that 
could save their lives, a sur- 
vey shows. 


at risk of this inherited form 
of cancer if they have two or 
more close relatives — a 
mother, sister or grand- 
mother — with breast cancer , 
or one of their close relatives 
developed breast cancer in 
Both breasts before meno- 


If caught early, even inher- 
ited forms of breast cancer 
can be cored. Yet the report 
found that those at highest 
risk often do the least to 
detect tumours when they are 
still treatable. 

“Some women say they are 
too afraid to even examine 
their breasts” themselves, 
said Kathryn Kash. “They 
are afraid they will find some- 
thing." 


About 5 per cent of breast 
cancer is thought to result 
from a gene that is passed 
from mothers or fathers to 
their daughters. 

People are suspected to be 


pause. 

Such people have at most a 
SO per cent chance of having 
inherited the cancer-causing 
gene. Those who actually 
have the gene face about an 
85 per cent risk of developing 
breast cancer. 

Such women are typically 
urged to have annual 
mammograms after age 40 to 
check their breasts for 
tumours, to get regular breast 
exams horn doctors and to 
feel their breasts monthly for 
lumps. 

In a survey of 420 of these 
high-risk women, Ms. Kash 
found that only half got 
annual mammograms or reg - 


ular doctor checkups for 
breast cancer, and only about 
one-quarter examined their 
own breasts monthly. 

Ms. Kash, a psychologist si 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering 
Cancer Centre in New York, 
presented her findings at a 
recent meeting of the Amer- 
ican Cancer Society. 

Dr. Victor Vogel of M.D. 
Anderson Cancer Centre in 
Houston said be has seen 
similar instances of fear pre- 
venting routine cancer 
screening. 

“Fear immobilises these 
women," Dr. Vogel said. 
“They are so afraid that no- 
thing happens. They stop • 
doing breast self exams and 
getting mammograms." 

Ms. Kash said that many of 
these women are petrified 
because they overestimate 
their risk- of getting cancer. 
Often they believe their risk 
is 100 per cent, when in truth 


it is 20 per cent or 30 per 
cent. 

Among other findings: 

— In some of these cancer 
families, the disease is a kind 
of. open secret, never ack- 
rtcfwiedged or discussed by 
those at risk. 


— Some women believe 
they will get breast cancer at 
precisely the same age their 
mother or sister was di- 
agnosed with the disease. 


— Feelings of guilt may 
occur when cancer does not 
strike. 


. — Sometimes women tell 
themselves they will be able 
to avoid the disease if they 
have fewer children than 
their mother had. 


Ms. Kash has begun a pilot 
programme to see if women 
can be made less anxious and 
more willing to do something 
about their, risk. 


Studies show how AIDS virus 


hides in body for yean 


By Jim Fuller 


WASHINGTON — Scien- 
tists say new findings show 
that the AIDS vims is never 
idle and can hide for years in 
the body’s lymph nodes laun- 
ching a final deadly attack on 
its victims. 

Studies published in the 
March 25 issue of the journal 
Nature show that the human 
immunodeficiency virus 
(HIV) that causes AIDS can 
congregate in the body’s lym- 
phoid organs, such as the 
tonsils, spleen, adenoids and 
lymph nodes , where it steadi- 
ly infects key blood cells and 
breaks down cells that filter 
out viruses. 

Eventually, the filter cells 
■in the lymph organs are des- 
troyed and infected blood 
cells spill out into the body's 
circulation system, leading to 
the collapse of the body's 
immune system, usually fol- 
lowed^ by death from some 
infectious disease. 

Dr. Anthony Fauci, direc- 
tor of the National Institute 
of Allergy and Infectious Dis- 
eases (N1AJD) and a co- 
author of one of the studies, 
said the discovery answers 
one of the key mysteries ab- 
out the course of the AIDS 
disease. Patients with AIDS 
often live without HIV symp- 
toms for up to 10 years. 

“Since there mas little vims 

in the blood , it was a puzzle 
why this process inevitably 
progressed and occurred 
Dr. Fauci said. “ The bottom 


line of the study is that this 
virus is present in the lymph 
nodes ...and it is actively 
detected in the blood.” 
Researchers said the find- 
ings show that drugs must be 
found to combat the AIDS 
virus from the moment of 
diagnosis and that therapy 
cannot be relaxed during 
periods when there are no 
symptoms. 


In another development, 
NIAID reported that it will 
begin human testing of a new 
drug that has been shown to 
be a powerful killer of the 
AIDS virus in laboratory ex- 
periments. 

The agency announced on 
March 24 that it will enroll up ' 
to 80 patients infected with 
the AIDS virus in clinical 
trials of a drug called U-90, 
152. 


but it attacks the enzyme at a 
different site. Officials said it 
is possible that using U-90, 
152 in combination with one 
of the other drugs would be 
more effective against HIV 
than any of the drugs alone. 

Dr. H. Clifford Lane of 
NIAID said that this com- 
bination could overcome 
HIV’s ability to mutate and 
become resistant to current - 
drugs within six to 12 months. 

“For HIV to becorhe resis- 
tant to two classes of dmgs. it 
would have to develop muta- 
tions at nvo sites (within its 


genetic pattern),” Dr. Lane 
said in a prepared statement. 
“The chance of one rims 
developing both mutations 
and still being able to repli- 
cate is quite small and be- 
comes even smaller when a 
. third drug is added to the 
combination treatment.” 

In the first phase of the 
human trials, patients will be 
randomly assigned to receive 
either a three-drug combina- 
tion of U-90, 152. AZT and 
DDI, or a two- drug combina- 
tion of AZT and DDI 

U.S. Information Agency. 


Researchers said that the 
new drug, which has success- 
fully sterilised cell cultures 
infected with the AIDS virus 
in test tube experiments, 
works differently from cur- 
rently licensed AIDS drugs. 

Three anti-viral dmgs have 
been licensed to combat HIV 
in the United Staes. These 
are Zidovudine, or AZT; 
Didanosine, or DDI; and 
Zaldtabine , or DDC. Each 
of these dmgs combats HIV 
by blocking the action of an 
enzyme, reverse transcrip- 
tase. that the rims uses to 
reproduce. 

The new drug also works 
against reverse transcriptase. 
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BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. P.T. Bamum of Barnum and Bailey's Circus. He invited 

the people to judge the contest. mvited 

2. Burma. 

3. Left. 

4. The study of antibiotics. 

5 1 X^%% S£eel - agate - «*— clear 

6. Mammals which lay eggs. 

7. Manzanares River . 

8. Madagascar. 
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Palestinians report breakthrough deal 


(CoDtfanwd 

Jordan Tones. 

If the Israelis fail to make this 
“written” commitment, the April 
16 talks in Damascus are ex- 
pected to come op with a negative 
verdict on the issue of Arab 
participation, said the PLO 
source. 

“The Arab position will be 
ranted,'' Mr. R’afat said, con- 
firming predictions made by 
other Arab negotiators and parti- 
cipants at the last Damascus 
meeting of foreign mi nis ters and 
peace negotiators. 

Knowing that the Arabs will 
either all go or not go at all has 
given strength to the negotiating 
position of what Palestinians call 
the “weakest * of all parties 
“namely the Palestinians.” 

“The Americans have become 
aware that this is not just an issue 
of ‘convincing the Palestinians to 
go’,” said Palestinian negotiator 
Ghassan Khatib on his way back 
from Washington and Tunis to 
the occupied territories. “The 
Americans realise that there is a 
'genuine chance that if nothing 
changes before April 20 there will 
be an Arab suspension of the 
peace talks,” Mr. Khatib said. 

This awareness, argues Mr. 
R’afat, makes the chances of an 
Israeli agreement to a commit^ 
ment on some major issues all the 
more likely. 


Senior U.S. State Department 
officials have said Israel would 
unveil a package of gestures and 
actions in the occupied territories 
as soon as the Palestinians say 
“yes” to ramming to the talks. 
“Verbal promises have proved 
fruitless in the past and we no 
longer trust them,” said Mr. Kba- 
tib. 

Mr. Khatib stressed that the 
Palestinians wanted “written 
commitments.” 

According to Mr. R’afat, an 
American declaration, which 
would be made simultaneous to 
that of the Israelis and Palesti- 
nians, would go “one step further 
than the Israeli declaration.” 
“The Americans will dearly' 
say that they are committed to 
following up the terms of refer- 
ence and mention certain points 
in particular, mainly Jerusalem.” 
added the PLO source who pre- 
ferred anonymity. 

Palestinian negotiators have 
said that they want Israeli com- 
mitments not to use expulsions as 
a policy towards Palestinians, 
guarantees on the issue of human 
rights and an agreement to use 
U.N. resolutions 242 and 338 as 
the main terms of reference. 

“We got nowhere with the 
Israels in the last 15 months and 
it’s about time that they commit 
themselves to the points of refer- 


Sudan says Egypt blocking end to row 


(Continued from page 1) 

an unlikely American military 
intervention in the south, but 
added that his government 
would seek American help in 
rehabilitating the war-ravaged 
south as well as legal advice on 
running a projected federa- 
tion. 

Gen. Bashir, however, play- 
ed down the importance of a 
message he received from U.S. 
President Bill Clinton Mon- 
day, saying the letter was a 
routine one and included “no- 
thing worth mentioning.” He 
said the letter included a U.S. 
assertion that its relations with 
Khartoum will not improve un- 
til Sudan improve its human 
rights record, initiate democra- 
tic reforms and “moves away 
from terrorism.” 

American embassy sources 
in Khartoum told the Jordan 
Times that the U.S. was none- 
committal oil Sudan’s request 
.to,, help, rebabjlftate .the south, 
conditioning any*, role in the 


peace talks on the approval of 
all sides to the conflict. 

The sources confirmed that 
in the message, the U.S. press- 
ed Sudan for unproved human 
rights record and abandon- 
ment of terrorism. 

Gen. Bashir rejected claims 
that the conflict in the south* 
was.a religions war saying that 
it was a political dispute that 
dates bade to pre-independent 
Sudan. 

The conflict first erupted in 
1955 but was halted in 1972 
when a peace agreement be- 
tween the two waning factions 
was reached. It emptied anew 
ia 1983 after the government of 
deposed Sudanese President 
Jafar Nuraeiri introduced Isla- 
mic law. 

Gen. Bashir and other 
Sudanese officials denied 
charges that Sudan was provid- 
ing safe havens to “terrorist” 
groups. They invited interna- 
tional agencies to visit Sudan 
amL conduct -their own inves- 
j-itigatioiW. -r: • '■ a*. ^ 

. Gen. Bashir also, denied 


World Bank pledges continued backing 


(Conthmed from page 1) 


Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, conceded 
that the economic growth of 
Jordan in the past two years 
could be a short-term phe- 
nomenon since it was largely 
due to a construction boom in 
the wake of the return home of 
hundreds of thousands of ex- 
patriates as well as a good 
agriculture harvest in 1992. 

Noting that Jordan con- 
tinued to carry a heavy burden 
of foreign debts, which war- 
rants reforms to ensure con- 
tinued support from donors, 
Mr. Koch-Weser pledged con- 
tinued World Bank backing for 
the Kingdom’s efforts. 

“We stand ready to continue 
, to muster support for Jordan 
from international donors,” he* 
said. 

Although the World Bank is 
not directly involved in Jor- 
dan’s efforts to reschedule its 
foreign debts, the international 
body's recommendations to 
the creditors is a crucial factor 
in the negotiations. 

The World Bank has ex- 
. tended $250 million in loans to., 
help develop various sectors of 
the Jordanian economy since 
1989, when the Kingdom laun- 
ched its economic restructuring 
programme. 

Mr. Koch-Weser said Jordan 
was to receive $60 million in 
World Bank loans this year 
and approximately double the 
amount in 1994. Most of the 
amount for this year will be 
'allocated to the health and 
transport sectors. 

Speaking to the Jordan 
Times on the fringes of the 
Arab population conference in. 
Amman. Mr. Koch-Weser said 
the reforms that Jordan has to 
implement include “efficient 
use of resources” — implicitly 
meaning, among other things, 
an increase in water and power 


tariffs. 

“Water is a scarce commodi- 
ty in the region and it has to be 
used most efficiently,” said 
Mr. Koch-Weser. “We were 
assured (by the government) 
that the measures would be 
adopted soon.” He declined to 
go into details in line with the 
World Bank policy of leaving it 
to the concerned governments 
to cto so. 

But, he added, measures 
planned by the government in- 
clude those aimed at “mitigat- 
ing the social costs” to spare 
the poor hardships resulting 
from the reform programme. 

In a regional context, the 
World Bank has launched a 

* study on economic cooperation . 
in the Middle Bast as part of 
the multilateral phase of Arab- 
Israeli peace talks, he said. 

He declined to elaborate, 
saying it was too premature to 
discuss the issue. But he 
affirmed that “there is a com- 
prehensive approach” to the 
Israeli-occupied Arab territor- 
ies in terms of sectoral studies 
and an overall consideration of 
the Palestinian economy. 

The World Bank has come 
under critidsn for what many 
see as its reluctance to 
approach the Palestinian eco- 
nomy m its entirety for fear of 
antago nising Israel, which has 
taken pains over the decades to 
ensure that the Palestinians in 
the occupied territories re- 
mained dependent on its eco- 
nomy. 

Mr. Kocb-weser declined to 
specify what role Jordan could' 
play in regional economic 
cooperation in a conflict-free 
Middle East. He would only 

* say that Jordan ‘’would in the 
years to come stand ready to 
reap the foil benefits of peace 
and of economic, domestic and 
social reforms.” 


race as outlined in the invitations 
to the Madrid talks,” Mr. Khatib 
said. The issue of Jerusalem, an 
issue that the Israelis have cate- 
gorically refused to discuss” is 
included in the terms of refer- 
ence. The terms of reference 
actually say that Jerusalem is 
negotiable,” Mr, Khatib pointed 
out 

Talks in Washington next week 
by Arab delegations from Jordan, 
Syria and Lebanon are expected 
to strengthen the impression of a 
“united Arab stand” on the issue 
of returning to the peace talks. 

The Palestinian expellee issue 
worked together with a variety of 
points concerning individual and 
joint Arab interests swayed the 
mood at the Damascus meeting 
last week and allowed for the- 
joint position, say Palestinians 
who attended the meeting. 

An accelerated phased return 
of the expellees in South Leba- 
non is expected to follow the 
agreement to return to the peace 
talks by the Palestinians. 

An Arab foreign ministers con- 
ference scheduled to take place m 
Cairo April 18 is also expected to 
confirm that the Arab countries 
mil go back to the multilateral 
talks or will suspend participation 
for yet another round. 

“All depends on the willing- 
ness of Israel to agree to let us be 
equal partners in these talks,” 
Mr. R'afat said. 


charges of ethnic cleansing or 
torture m Sudan, rejecting 
charges of widespread human 
rights abuses. 

The Sudanese leader said 
Sudan was not militarily 
cooperating with Iran, adding 
that Khartoum’s relations with 
Tehran were normal. 

“We do not have any special 
relations with Iran in the milit- 
ary and security fields,” Gen. 
Bashir, dressed in battlefield 
military uniform, told repor- 
ters. He denied the presence of 
any foreign military personnel 
in the country. 

The Sudanese leader said 
Sudan would not allow politic- 
al parties to operate in the 
country because political plur- 
alism had proven its failure in 
Sudan. 

“The Sudanese people have 
rejected military dictatorship, 
one party rule and political 
pluralism,” he said. 

The country is conducting 
what it calls “national confer- 
ence ” through which it holds 
election at ^district^ , jgovfmo- 
rate arid 'natiq'naf’fc^el. ' 

“There is a difference be- 
tween political pluralism and 
freedom. You cannot curb the 
freedom of the Sudanese,” he 
said. 

Gen. Bashir said presiden- 
tial elections are expected to 
be held in 1995 after regional 
elections are completed. 

After the elections, he said, 
the Revolutionary Command 
Council, which he heads, mil 
have no role to play in 
Sudanese politics. 
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U.S. and Egypt see historic opportunity 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — The 
.United States and Egypt see “an 
historic opportunity to achieve 
real progress in the Arab-Israeii 
peace process in 1993.” President 
Bill Qin ton asserted Tuesday. 

“This opportunity must not be 
missed,” Mr. Clinton declared. 
“All parties most live up to their 
responsibilities for making 
peace.” 

With Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak at his side. Mr. Clinton 
tokl a joint news co n fere n ce at 
the White House that the task 
immediately ahead “is to broaden 
the circle .of peace, recognising 
the principles that underlie the 
peace process — territory for 
peace, realisation of the legiti- 
mate rights. of the Palestinian 
people, security for all parties, 
and full and real peace.” 

The peace treaty between 
Egypt and Israel, the president 
said, is a “cornerstone of our 
common effort to attain a just 
and lasting settlement based upon 
U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions 242 and 338.” 

A senior administration official 
told reporters the parties in- 
volved nave suggested interest in 
“pre-consultation” in advance of 
the scheduled April 20 resump- 
tion of the peace negotiations in 
Washington. “There is a common 
view,” be said, “that it is impor- 
tant to end the hiatus in the 
talks .” The official said there is 
agreement that a prolonged 
hiatus could narrow the political 
options open to the parties, espe- 
cially if violence on the ground 
continues or escalates. 

The official alluded to a “pack- 
age” of arrangements worked out * 
to persuade the Palestinians to 
return to the bargaining table, 
but he would not elaborate furth- 
er. Israel’s expulsionof some 400 
Palestinians has contributed to 
reports that the Palestinians will 
boycott the scheduled talks. 

“The United States," the offi- 
cial said, “has made a maximum 
and significant effort to 
accommodate the concerns and 
needs of the Palestinians. Presi- 
dent Mubarak is going back con- 
fident that what is being offered is 
so significant that the Palestinians 
should say ‘yes’ to coming to the 
next round.” 

Asked if Israel had agreed to 
speed the timetable for return of 
the expellees, the official said he 
would not reveal the details of the 
package. Tel Aviv has already 
■agreed to permit all of the exiles 
‘to retrain to the ’occupied -territor- 
ies from southern Lebanon by the 
end of 1993. “There are assur- 
ances for the Palestinians that aref 
very comprehensive and 
meaningful,” he acknowledged, 
“that should allow them to say 
fyes’ to the next round.” He said 
“it’s correct to say that the pack- 
age would come into effect once 
the Palestinians make the deci- 
sion to come to the table and that 
the actions are sequential.” 

Mr. Clinton emphasized that 
this is “a critical period for the 
Middle East.” He said 1993 “can 


' determine whether the new cen- 
tury is consumed by old enmities 
or used to unlock the human and 
material potential of its people. 
Our historic mission is to make 
this a year of peace.” 

Mr. Mubarak pledged his 
cooperation to help make 1993 
the year of breakthrough in the 
peace process, even expressing 
nope that a solution would be 
reached before year’s end. 

Mr. Clinton told a questioner 
he based his hope for progress on 
the “extraordinary efforts” of 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin and on “encouraging com- 
ments” by Syria President Hafez 
Assad. Mr. Mubarak said the 
Arab leadeis be has talked to, 
including Palestinians, “want to 
reach peace as quickly as possi- 
ble” to lift the standard of living 
of their people. 

Mr. Clinton declared human 
rights must be part of the peace 
negotiations. “There won’t be a 
peace in the Middle East unless 
those issues are addressed,” be 
said. “It’s very important to me, 
and I think they'll be at the 
forefront of the process.” Mr. 
Mubarak said he plans to talk to 
Mr. Rabin again following his 
return to Cairo, and he praised 
Washington for its “maximum” 
effort to advance the peace pro- 
cess. 

Both Mr. Clinton and Mr. 
Mubarak underscored their com- 
mitment to frustrate any efforts 
Iraq, might make to deploy 
weapons of mass destruction. 
And Mr. Clinton said both be and 
Mr. Mubarak are determined 
that “Iraq will comply fully with 
all relevant U.N. Security Coun- 
cil resolutions.” 

Mr. Mubarak accused Iran of 
attempting to destabilise his 
country, but he expressed confi- 
dence in Cairo's ability to prevail 
over what he termed Tehran's 
attempts to manipulate -reaction 
to his programme of economic 
reform. Mr. Clinton added that 
both he and Mr. Mubarak will 
“counter Iran's involvement in 
terrorism and its active opposi- 
tion to the Middle East peace 
process.” 

Mr. Clinton noted that both 
Egypt and the United States have 
suffered the “tragic consequ- 
ences” of terrorism and “are 
absolutely determined to oppose 
the cowardly cruelty of terrorists 
wherever we can.” 

The senior official described 
the leaders 7- conversation' on Iran 
,.-as \*initial,’\sayiugthe -discussion 
did not. involve “specific next 
steps, but (represented) more an 
exchange of views on what the 
threat is, what the activities are, 
and what needs to be done, both 
in terms of bilateral policies and 
multilaterally, m terms of inter- 
national cooperation, to be able 
to limit and contain Iran's nega- 
tive policies of destabilisation, 
supporting terrorism, and opposi- 
tion — in word and in deed — to 
the peace process.” He said the 
two countries are “entering a 
discussion phase as to what can 


feasibly be done.” 

Mr. Clinton denounced the 
■“intolerant agenda” of religious 
extremists, and he promised to 
enhance cooperation with Egypt 
in combating that and other 
forms of terrorism. The president 
revealed he had ordered a review 
of what had been done with 
Egyptian intelligence data about 
a network of fundamentalist reli- 
gious extremists in the United 
States after Mr. Mubarak told the 
New York limes that the World 
Trade Centre bombing might 
have been averted if the material 
had been followed up more 
aggressively. 

The president said it would not 
be appropriate for him to discuss 
what steps he might be planning 
to counter Iran's support of ter- 
rorism. 

Mr. Clinton told a questioner 
the United States will most likely 
seek tighter sanctions against 
Libya unless the Libyan intelli- 
gence agents charged in the Un- 


ited States and Scotland with the 
bombing of Fan Am Flight 103 
are extradited for trial in a legiti- 
mate court. 

Later that afternoon. President 
Mubarak had meetings with 
Secretary of the Treasury Lloyd 
Bentsen, Secretary of Defence 
Les Asp in and the editorial board 
of the Washington Post. He was 
scheduled to depart Washington 
Wednesday evening. 

The Egyptian president began 
his official talks in Washington 
April 5 in separate meetings with 
Secretary of State Warren Christ- 
opher, Secretary of Agriculture 
Mike Espy, Commerce Secretary 
Ron Brown, Senate majority 
leader George Mitchell, Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund Managing 
Director Michel Camdessus, ana 
was the guest of honour at a 
dinner hosted by Vice President 
A1 Gore. 

Following his April 5 meeting 
with Mr. Christopher, the State 
Department released a statement 


isaymg that the two “had a warm, 
friendly am$ productive meeting 
on a wide jrange of issues.” 

“Most of their discussion cen- 
tred on the Arab-Israel peace 
process.”- the statement said. 

"President Mubarak and 
Secretary Christopher also dis- 
cussed regional security, includ- 
ing the Persian Gulf, and the 
thrcatposed by both Iran and 
Iraq. They .also, discussed Libya, 
-and Pan Am 103, and counter- 
terrorism cooperation,” the state- 
ment said. . 

Following .the White House 
meetings between the two presi- 
dents Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa went to the State 
Department for a separate meet- 
ing with Mr. Christopher. 

With journalists in the room, 
Mr. Christopher thanked Mr. 
Musa for >tbc 'tremendous help 
he has been, with the peace pro- 
cess.” Christopher said he first 
met Mr; Musa on his trip to the 
region * " 
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AMELIA ISLAND. Honda (R) 

— Defending champion Gabriela 
.Sabatini reached a personal 
milestone at the $375,000 Amelia 
Island tennis championships 
Tuesday when she recorded her 
,'SUOih career victory. 

Sabatini. who also won the title 
in 1991 . beat South Africa's 
Joanettc Kruger 6-1 W on an 
otherwise routine day for the top 
seeds. 

- Top-seeded Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario, fourth-seeded Manuela 
Maleeva Fragniere of Switzerland 
and fifth-seeded South African 
Amanda Coeizer all notched 
straight -sets second round victor- 
ies. 

Sabatini joins 12 others, includ- 
ing Martina Navratilova. Chris 
Evert, Virginia Wade. Billie Jean 
King, Evonne Goolagong Cawley 
and Steffi Graf, (o have won 500 
matches. 

"Five hundred is a great 
career, so far." said Sabatini. 
after the 55-minute triumph. "I 
think it's a good number. If I 
think about it. that's' a lot. It's 
been seven’ or eight years on the 
professional tour, but I feel it’s 
just the beginning.” 

The Argentine broke the 
match open by winning eight 
consecutive games after Kruger 
had opened by holding serve. 

The only trouble Sanchez 
Vicario had was when the Spa- 
niard slightly sprained her right 
ankle during her A- 1 6-2 second 
defeat of Italian Flora Perfetti. 

Despite her ankle sprain, 
which she injured going for a 
drop shot at 3-1. 40-15 .in the 
second set. Sanchez Vicario was 
never in any trouble. 


Chang ousted by Woodbridge 


Thud seed Michael Chang of 
the United States was ousted by 
unsccded Australian Todd 
Woodbridge from the $L!9 mil- 
ium Japan Open Wednesday in 
the tournament s biggest upset so 
far. 

Woodbridge defeated Chang 6-3 
3-6 7-6 (7-5) in a thrilling, 
closely contested' second round 
match, which had an enthusiastic 
crowd repeatedly on its feet. 

Chinese-American Chang, a 
great favourite in Japan, won the 
Salem Open in Osaka last Sun- 
day. 


Costa strides into third round 


Spain's C arlos Costa . winner of 
the 1992 C'oihJc Dc Godo men's 
tennis tournament, swept into the 
, third round of the competition 
Tuesday with rare ease, heating 
fellow Spaniard Juan Viloca in 
just 55 minutes. 

ilu: world's number IN. ranked 
•fifth in this tournament, over- 
came his opponent 6-16-1. with a 
jlormidahle display of strength 
■and discipline. 

! Fourth seeded Dutchman 
'Richard Krajicek also marched 
•into the third round in straight 
■sets, overcoming Croatia's Goran 
tPrpic 6-4 h-4. 


Baggio keeps 
Juventus in. contention 


TURIN (R) — Juventus captain 
Roberto Baggio almost single- 
handedly kept his team in conten- 
tion for the UEFA Cup Tuesday 
night with two magnificent 
second-half goals that gave his 
side a 2-1 semifinal first-leg win 
over Paris St. Germain. 

Until Baggio exerted his au- 
thority in such spectacular 
fashion, Juventus were trailing 
1-0 and showing the signs of 
fatigue and lack of confidence 
which has marked, their drop to 
sixth place in the Italian League 
and, last week, their elimination 
from the Italian Cup. 

But in the 55th minute, taking 
a pass from Fabrizio Ravanelli, 
Baggio rifled a 20-metre shot past 
Paris St Germain goalkeeper Ber- 
nard Lama. 

Then in the final minute, he 
capitalised on a bad defensive 
error by Antoine Kombaroue to 
curl a free kick past Lama from 
similar range. 

The French side, who host the 
return leg in Paris April 22, took 
the lead after 24 minutes when 
David Ginoia’s through-ball 
caught the Juventus defence flat- 
footed and released giant striker 
George Weah. 

The Liberian had no trouble in 
side-footing past Juventus’s re- 
serve keeper Michelangelo R am- 
pulla for his seventh goal in the 
competition. 



Paris striker Valdo shoots the ball amid Juventus players (left to right) 
Jurgen Kohler, Roberto Baggio, and David Platt daring their UEFA 
annual, which Juventus won 2-1 (AFP photo) 


Dortmund move closer to first 
European final for 27 years: 
Second-half goals from substitute 
Steffen Kari and captain Michael 
Zorc helped Borussia Dortmund 
step doser to their first European 
final for 27 years with a 2-0 
victory over Auxerre in their first 
leg of the UEFA Cup semifinal 
Tuesday. 

Karl's deflected shot from the 
edge of the penalty area in the 
60th minute and Zorc’s 88th mi- 
nute header of a corner gave the 
Germans a deserved victory over 
the French dub after they domin- 
ated most of the tie. 

Dortmund last appeared in a 


European final in 1966 when they 
beat Liverpool to win the Euro- 
pean Cup Winners' Cup in Glas- 
gow. 

The Bundesliga side should 
have come away from this enter- 
taining encounter with more than 
a two-goal lead. Auxerre's 
French international goalkeeper 
saved a penalty from Zorc in the 
80th minute. 

The tiny French dub from Bur- 
gundy, whose attractive game 
helped them knock out Dutch 
holders Ajax Amsterdam in the 
last round, spent much of the 
'game packing their defence with 
11 players. 

It looked as though they had 
escaped with a 1-0 defeat before 
Zorc sprinted . in and headed 
home the late corner. 


coaches and their key interna- 


tionals queueing up to quit the 
dub. face an uncertain ftiture. 


Demoralised AUetkosunk by Par- 
ma: Atletico Madrid, trying to 
salvage something from their dis- 
astrous season, were blown apart 
by two goals in four minutes from 
Parma striker Faustino Asprilla 
in their European Cup Winners' 
Cup semifinal first leg Tuesday. 

Parma's 2-1 away victory 
makes them dear favourites to go 
on to rhe final. 

A demoralised Atletico, who 
this year have seen three different 


Colombian international 
Asprilla, whose goal last month 
brought an end to AC Milan's 
record-breaking run in the Italian 
League, snatched victory from 
Atletico with two sharply taken 
goals. 

His first came in the 54th mi- 
nute, a shot (torn the edge of the 
area deflecting off a Madrid de- 
fender to ricochet past the diving 
goalkeeper. 

Four minutes later a long pass, 
lofted in front of goal, was 
headed in by Asprilla at full- 
stretch. 

Madrid had gone into the inter- 
val one goal up after a tight first 
half, which saw more yellow 
cards than shots on goal as the 
two teams clamped imposing de- 
fensive rings around their penalty 
areas. 

But in the dying seconds of the 
half Atletico's Mexican interna- 
tional Luis Garda made himself 
some room infront of the goal to 
rhe drill the ball into the rack of 
the net. 

Parma struck back in the 
second half and never' looked 
likely to let Atictico back into the 
game. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Average baseball salary tops $1 million 


NEW YORK (AP) — The average Major League salary on 
opening day was $1,120,254 and the Toronto Blue Jays again had 
baseball's highest payroll, according to a survey by the Associated 
Press. The study of Major League contacts also showed baseball's 
middle dass continues to disappear. Of 262 playeis earning $1 
million, 99 are at $3 million or more. The Oakland Athletics are a 
prime example, nine players make $2.25 million or more, with- no 
one else earning more than $900,000. 


Becker gets engaged in Munich 

BONN (R) — German tennis age Boris Becker has announced his 


official engagement to his long-time girlfriend Barbara Feltus, the 
news magazine Stern reported Tuesday. "We have been engaged 


since March 5. Everyone has been writing about rings, but no-one 
dared to ask” Stem quoted Becker as saying. The couple have 
discussed Becker cutting short his tennis to give his future wife, 
who is currently unemployed, a chance to Launch an acting career. 


Biondi says his career is over 


FORT LAUDERDALE, Florida (R) — Three-time American 
Olympian Matt Biondi said Tuesday be has retired and declared 
that he will have no trouble adjusting to life after swimming. 
“This is it for me, there is nothing left,” said Biondi, 27, who has 
not swam since collecting his ninth, 10th, and 11th Olympic 
medals in Barcelona last summer. “I lost that killer instinct, that 
competitive edge. I'm tired on swimming and travelling. I am 
riding off into the sunset. If I'm swimming, it's going to be in the 
ocean on my back, blowing bubbles.” Biondi's most productive 
Olympics was 1988, collecting seven medals including five gold. 
Biondi also swam a gold-medal relay leg in the 1984 Games. 


Bowe files paternity lawsuit 


JACKSONVILLE (AP) — Riddick Bowe has filed a lawsuit 
seeking a blood test of a 7-year-old boy to determine if the child is 
the heavyweight boxing champion's son, his manager said 
Tuesday. Bowe wfil seek custody of the child if the test shows be is 
Bowe's son, said Rock Newman of Washington, D.C. , the boxer’s 
5r. “If this is my son, I will welcome him into my family 


manager. “If this is my son, I will welcome him into my family 
with the love and acceptance I have for my other kids," Bowe said 
in the statement released by Newman. 


Zelezny smashes world javelin record 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Olympic champion Jan Zelezny of 
the Czech Republic broke the world javelin record with a throw of 
95.54 metres at an event in the South African town of Petersburg 
Tuesday. Zelezny beat the existing record of 91.46 set by Briton 
Steve Backley in Auckland January 25, 1992. 


Boitano, Hamilton take 1-2 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Two old pros — Brian Boitano and 
Scott Hamilton — finished 1-2 Tuesday night in the technical 
program at the $330,000 Pro-Am Figure Skating Championships. 
Boitano, the 1988 Olympic gold medalist, was first by five-tenths 
of a point over Hamilton, the 1984 Olympic gold medalist. 


Caniggia faces long ban 
after failing dope test 


ROME (R) — Argentine striker Claudio Caniggia faces a ban from 
sooceiiCiup to two years .aftes the Italian^authoritiesjsaid-Tuesday be 
had tested positive for coca in4-: 

. j-Caniggia's fate mirrors that of fellow Argentine Diego Maradoria, 
who failed a dope rest after an Italian League match in March 1991. 
Maradona was subsequently given a 15-month worldwide ban from 
the game. 

Caniggia is suspended immediately with the Italian League 
disciplinary committee expected to rule on the punishment at a 
meeting April 16. 

He could be banned for anything between six months and two 
years but Italian newspapers were speculating Tuesday that he would 
be handed a one-year ban. 

A one-year ban would leave tbe 26-year-old Caniggia available for 
the 1994 World Cup finals in the United States. 

The Roma player failed a dope test after a League match against 
Napoli March 21. The results of the preliminary test should have 
remained secret but were leaked to the press. 

A second test Tuesday confirmed the presence of traces of cocaine 
in (he sample. 

The results of (he lest must also be passed to the legal authorities in 
Italy where possession of cocaine for personal use is a criminal 
offence. 

It was not the first time Roma have been caught in a drugs scandal 
in recent years. 

Roma players Andrea Came vale and Angelo Penrzzi were banned 
for a year after testing positive for an amphetamine in 1990. 


New guidelines introduced 
at Britain’s racetracks 


LONDON ( AP) — No one at the 
racetrack sr maybe not even .the 
jockeys — could miss the .recall 
man ' at '"the Folkestone Horse 
.Races- Tuesday. • He -wore an 
orange fluorescent jacket. 


them to stop. 

Instead, 30 of tbe 39 jockeys 
Sped their horses down the track, 
over' the first fence, and into 
history as part of the Grand 


National that never was. Seven 
horses -finished, the .grueling 4j 
172-mile (7-2-kfloineire) course ! 
and, afteri'cofnSulfing the' rules, 
organisers declared the' race void. 


Three days after Britain's big- 
gest racing day became a no-race 
debacle, the sport's governing 
body unveiled its initial plans to 
keep it from happening again. 

The Jockey Club, pending an 
inquiry, has directed all race- 
courses under its control to adopt 
the jackets and radios as part of 
its revamped guidelines for start- 
ing procedures. 


Had the radio link been in use 
at the Grand National Steeplech- 
ase at Liverpool Saturday, recall 
man Ken Evans would surely 
have heard starter Keith Brown 
call a second false start. Had 
Evans also been wearing a bright 
coat, the jockeys might have 
seen him waving a flag telling 


FOR" 5H0W AND TELL" THIS 


MORNING I HAVE A TURTLE 
UJHlCH I SAVED WHEN IT WAS 
TRYING TO CROSS THE ROAD. 




FORESHOW AND TELL" THIS 
MORNING I HAVE A HUBCAP 
WHICH I SAVED WHEN IT WAS 
TRYING TO CROSS THE ROAD.. 





Andy Capp 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
-Good Friday comes with some 
practical aspects but it isn’t a good 
day to try to force your will upon 
others. Don’t follow the ideas of a 
newcomer either, since they won't 
be what you need in die long run. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY APRIL 9, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

ment with an older family member 
may have difficulties but it is worth 
any effort you have put into mak- 
ing it occur. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Planning an outside activity is 
fine so don’t let some errand keep 
you from going off with an ally to 
something of interest that means 
much to you both. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Your work is your salvation 
today and especially since you have 
some brilliant idea how to do it 
better and from which you get 
good results. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Think about the 
special skills you have and what 
you can do to make them work 
more to your advantage .and then 
do what is necessary to put them 
across. 


ARIES: (March 21 to_ April 19) 
You have some new ideas early 
which are excellent for you but 
soon they seem to have limitations 
connected with them but pursue 
.your goals and you will gain your 
objectives. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Take some time out to uncover 
modern ways to handle your affairs 
and even though they later seem 
unsatisfactory persist and all wQ] 
work oirt. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) This 
is your time to listen to inspired 
suggestions of an outside associate 
and although there appear to be 
problems all will work out well in 
the long ran. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You see ways to do your 
task better but then you have some 
other interests that intervene so 
finish them and the tasks will get 
done. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) This is that moment 
when you have a new idea what 
you can privately do to please 
those who also dwell beneath your, 
own roof, so don't hesitate. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
think you have a recreation rightly 
set up when some condition 
opposes your arrangements. This is 
soon dissolved and you can enjoy 
yourself. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Organising a better arrange- 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Contact as many friends 
and acquaintances as possible and 
get those who are receptive to go 
along with a personal plan that 
means much to you. 

PISCES: (Feb. 20 to March 20) 
You would like to upset some 
present conditions where practical 
interests are concerned but if you 
do you spoil a favour about to be 
conferred by one in power. 
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[ NO .* BUT WHAT XVE HEARD ’ 
>- ABOUT YOU /wAOE uP -< 
FOR IT.* StAV RIGHT THERE -.*.* ] 


THE TROUBLE WITH 
SMALL. TAu*: IS THAT 
YOU'RE LIABLE TO GET ] 
IT BACK IN WHACKING- 
GREAT DOSES 



Mutton’ Jeff 



GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
&TAMNAH HUtSCH 

Trbum Meek* Snttt, MC. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

±QJ8 ?AKQ72 OK073 ♦» 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

Paw Paw 1 ? 

I * Paw 7 

What do you bid now? 


Q-4 — As South, vulnerable, veu 
hold: 

♦.Void <797 <>AQJG +AKJ106M 


Q-2 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

9AK76 9J4 01042 +J643 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
Paw Paw 1 <? Paw 
1 4 Paw 2 v Paw 
7 

What action do you take? 


Tbe bidding baa proceeded: 
North East Sooth West 

Paw Pass 7 

What is your opening bid? 


— East-West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

9743 9AKJ643 OA 4AK4 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
19 Paw 1* 

7 

Whot do you bid now? 


Q-8 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4AK96 Wold CAJ97 4AKQ102 
Tbe bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 * 19 Paw 49 

7 

What action do you take? 


.Q.fr—As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

44 9AKJ980 OKQI092 *A 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 4 Paw 2 9 Paw 

2 NT Paw 7 

What do you bid now? 


horoscope 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY APRIL 8, 1993 

By nomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Canon Righter Founder™ . __ 

build up of more harmony because, 
of your longtime alliance, then^ 
perfect your special gifts. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Be more open with associates J 
about just what you would like! 
them to do to make your assooa- J 
lion more successful, then try to 
understand family matters. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: One 
of the best days of this month as 
Mercury trines Mara, and sexules 
Neptune; the Moon sexules Nep- 
tune and Uranus and trines Mars 
and Mercury allowing us to cany 
through any programme we put in 
motion. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Consult early with a man you have 
known for some time who has the 
answers you seek where new aims 
are concerned and later do some- 
thing of a worldly nature. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Get into a course of action you can 
utilise to put your life on a more 
firm foundation before you are off 
to new interests you are studying. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
long time associate will be direct in 
letting you know just what you can 
do to be more productive in the 
world of reputation and prestige. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) The opinion of those who 
have any control over your affairs 
is now determined about how well 
you do your task; make an agree- 
ment with partnera. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
have high aspirations now and by a 
more current viewpoint you will he 
able to easily make your dreams 
come true, even in romantic in- 
terests. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Whatever you do now with 
your attachment should reflect a 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- * 
ber 21) A more enthusiastic stance . 
is needed where your duties are, 
concerned if you and others con- 
cerned arc to be pleased with, 
them, later visit cultural com pan- ^ 
ions. ». 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 »J 
December 21) If you have some 
risk that appeals io you and you' 
feel will yield you large returns, 
today could be the day to try it, * 
then handle money matters. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Get some new gadgets 
and inventions (hat will make con- 
ditions at your home more opera- 
tive while later you can do personal 
things you really like. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You can do those things in. 
the morning that bring a greater 
amount of productivity to your 
daily outlets, tonight plan ways to 
foige ahead in the future. 

PISCES: .(February 20 to March 
20) You can get the full measure of 
benefits for whatever efforts you 
put out at whatever your activities 
are this morning and tonight follow 
the advice of an astute friend. 
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THE BETTER HALF. ByGlasbeigen 


CARRIAGE 

COUNSELOR 




“The bloom is off the rose? Are we 
gonna yak about gardening? Or 
are we gonna fix our marriage?” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
” by Henri Arnold 


-Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


□ 

INNEL 


n 



□ 

.ma 

C'eieai'm-e 


□ 

RIHAC 



□ 

m 

JL 


MANCEP 


HE 



JOADIN 


urc. 

□ 

□ 





WHAT THE GAMBLER'S 
6IRLFKIENP SAICP 
WHEN HE PKOPOSEP. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: f X JK T X X 1 


Jumbles: THYME DIRTY 


(Answers tomorrow) 
LAGOON MASCOT 


Answer What the history teachers (fiscussed at their 
get-together — "OLD TIMES" 


m 


THE Daily Crossword bys^u.m^. 


ACROSS 
1 Hub roughly^ 

10 In the Center 

14 Showy flower 

15 Blood of the 
gods 

16 Positive 

17 SB of fare 

1 B Isaac Asimov a 
fMd 

19 Baby buggy 

20 Cicada kin 

22 Card game? 

23 Curve 
28 Small pie 

27 Large game fish 

28 Equivalence 
30 CHmbing plant 

32 Egg-shaped 

33 Tolstoy and 
Durocher 

34 — Wiedetsehen 
37 Football gerne 

stopper 

41 Explosive 

42 Facta 

43 ARuvtuI deposit 

44 Mubarak's city 

46 Exonerates 

47 Ova a pep tafft 
50 Ashen 

52 Was in session 

53 Crocodile — 

54 Took long steps 

56 ‘Topaz" author 

57 Faint 

56 Certain picture 

62 Love to excess 

63 Rest 

64 Pervasive 

quality 

65 Door sign 

66 ' L' — rrbtfi d'un 
Faune” 

67 Submissive 





DOWN 


2 Hatchet 

3 Transgrass 

4 McCartney 

5 Bey of — 

6 Happen 

7 Campaign 
itinerary 


8 Attic 

9 — Lanka 

10 "Ad astra 

per— 

11 Rivera painting 

12 Persian, today 

13 Evil spirit 

21 Playful animal 

22 Interdiction 

23 Nautical word 

24 Glossy black 

25 Guile 

27 Reduce to pulp 
29 Resident: surf. 
31 Hawkeye state 

33 Shakespearean 
monarch 

34 Cartographers 

book 

35 Extreme 

36 Banquet 

38 fflue-penca 

39 Ran in neutral 

40 Behow 
44 Girdle 

46 Poetics" 

46 Duplicates 


Yeiterdav'i Punta Strived: 


gnmnn nnr 
nnrnor 

nnS n r.SHH nni nnnc 
□unnn nnHinnnnr 

flnnnr. nnrinn 

rannnm nnnmrin 

nnnnr 

nHH nnnnr 

gran nnmnn nnnnr 


47 Musical 
exercise 

48 Copying 
process 

49 Part ot 
Hispaniola 

51 Emerged 


54 Trade 

55 Teat 

57 Health rea 

59 Regret 

60 Have 
being 

61 Chatter 
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‘Politics hurting Italian economy’ 
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ROME fR) — Italy’s central 
bank chief said Wednesday that 
politicians must agree quickly on 
a stable and efficient government 
or risic squandering all the econo- 
ituc advantages of the lira's fell in 
value. 

In one of his toughest state- 
ments to date on Italy's political 
Bank of Italy Governor 
Carlo Azeglio Ciampi said the 
country had little time in which to 
win back the confidence of inves- 
tors both at home and abroad. 

. “We will lose this opportunity 
unless we can in a short time 
regain foreign and domestic con- 
fidence and ger the certainty of 
continuity and efficiency in gov- 
ernment action,” he -said m a 
speech to an Italian scientific 
body. 


The lira slumped to more than 
1,000 to the German mark late 
last week as markets feared the 
imminent collapse of Prime 
Minister Giniiano Amato’s gov- 
ernment under the weight of the 
country's corruption scandal. 

Although the Bra has reco- 
vered slightly to around 990, 
analysts say Italian f^^*nfaa^ mar- 
kets will remain highly nervous 
until the political future becomes 
clearer. 

Mr. Amato's administration 
has been reduced to a caretaker 
roie until after the April 18 to* 
ferendum on voting reform, fol- ’ 
lowing which political parties w3I 
seek to regroup around a new 
government to take the country 
to fresh elections. 

Mr. Gam pi, who together with 
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Currency 
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SlcrfiBg Pound* 

I.5I53 

1.5275 


Deutsche Mark 

1.6109 

1.6080 


Swiss Franc 

1.4855 

‘ 1.4840 


French Franc 

5.4550 

5.4440 

1 

Japanese Yen 

113.95 ’ 

114.02 

I 

European Camay Unit 

1.2070 • 

* 1.2081 
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Currency 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 


U.S. -Dollar 

3.06 

3.72 

3.2T 

3.56 

Sterling Pound 

5.75 

5*27 

5.87 

5.77 

Deutsche Mark 

8.12 

7.81 

7.43 

6.81 

Swiss Flranc 

5.12 

4.87 

4.62 

4.44 

French Franc 

wm 

9.25 

8.62 

7.87 

Japanese Yen 

3.18 

5.21 

3.28 

3.37 

European Currency Unit 
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Metal 

USD/Oz 

12231 

Metal 

^2231 

JDTGn | 

Gold 

337.25 

6.65 

Silver 

3.84 
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Currency 

Bid ' 


U.S. Dollar 

0.6860 


Sterling Pound 

1.0433 


Deutsche Mark 

0.4283 

SggggS 

Swiss Franc 1 

0.4642 


French Franc 1 

SMSSBll 

0.7259 

Japanese Yen* 

0.5077 

0.6047 

Dutch Guilder 

0.3792 

0.3811 

Swedish Krona 

0.0899 


Italian Lira* 


0.0434 

Belgian Franc 

0.02074 

0.02064 

• rw iso 



Othw Currencies 

Dae 

•s 7/4/1993 

Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

jUbninl Dinar 

7.7980 

1 1.8420 

Lebanese Lira* 

0.03865 


Saudi Riyal 

0.1826 ■ 

0.7843 1 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.2450 


Qatari Riyal 

0.1882 

0.1858 

Egyptian Pound 

0.7950 

0.2170 

Omani Riyal 

1.7560 


CAE Dirham 

0.1858 

0.1882 

Greek Drachma* 

0.3135 

0.3335 

Cypriot Pound 

1.4035 

1.4335 


Per. 110 


CAB Indices for Amman F ina n cial Marine* 
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Index 

5/4/1993 Close 

6/4/1993 Close 

All-Share 

795.70 

794.92 

Banking Sector 

134.66 

134.83 

Insurance Sector 


214.16 

Industry Sector 

I 278.65 

272.49 

Services Sector 

260.53 

256.27 


Dtenbcr 31. 19*0 - 100 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rales for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Wednes- 
day. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 


;One sterling 


1.2615/20 

Canadian dollar 

1.6060/70 

Deatschemarks 

1.8080/90 

Dutch guilders 

1.4855/65 

' Swiss francs 

33.05/09 

Belgian francs 

5.4440/90 

French francs 

1590/1592 

Italian lire 

114.15/20 

Japanese yen 

7.6420/520 

Swedish crowns 

6.8450/550 

Norwegian crowns 

6.1700/800 

Danish crowns 

$1.5200/10 


$336.75/337.25 



Treasury Minister Piero Banted 
bad a rare pre-breakfast meeting 
with President Oscar Luigi Scal- 
faro Wednesday, said the drop in 
the lira had thrown Italy’s debt- 
burdened economy a lifeline. 

Italy could take advantage of 
the lower value of the currency, 
which has fallen more than 30 per 
cent against the mark since fast 
summer, to boost exports and 
production. 

This offered a long-lasting solu- 
tion to the problem of unemploy- 
ment and would also make curing 
Italy’s disastrous public finances 
less painful, he said. 

But none of this would be 
possible unless financial markets 
were persuaded that Italy was on 
the road back to stability. 

“In recent days, the govern- 
ment bond market and the lira 
have suffered tensions. that axe 
due to the uncertainties and 
doubts over the country’s general 
situation r— and not any worsen- 
ing in domestic or international 
economic conditions,” Mr. Gam- 


pi said. 

The governor dismissed any 
suggestions that the probelm of 
Italy's state debt, amounting to 
more than the total annual output 
of the economy, could be re- 
solved by exceptional measures 
such as freezing it, 

Italy excluded “any extraordin- 
ary financial measures on (the) 
public debt,” be said in the 
speech to the Accademia dej Lin- 
ed, one of Italy’s most presti- 
gious cultural and scientific 

Italy also said Wednesday its 
overseas aid budget had been 
almost halved as pan of a 
shakeup ordered after investiga- 
tors uncovered a major scandal. 

Fotcsgn Minister Emilio Col- 
ombo told fellow ministers that 
following budget cuts, Italy 
would be able to spend 2.9'trillion 
lire ($1.8 billion) on aid to the 
Third World in 1993 compared 
with a recent average of five 
trillion ($3.14 billion) a year. 


Atiqa says political differences 
are hindering inter- Arab trade 


A£IU DHABI (R) — Political 
drfl’erences among Arab states 
especially after the Gulf war* 
are hindering inter-Arab trade, cur- 
resuly just a fraction of total 
trade. 

“The biggest obstacle to inter- 
Arab trade is the political differ- 
ences," said Ali Atiqa, director 
for I he United Nations Develop- 
ment Programme (UNDP) re- 
gional bureau for Arab states. 

“ITiere is lack of harmony and 
uniformity with regard to their 
econ omic systems. The aftermath 
of tltie Gulf crisis has affected 
seveirely the political situation,” 
be told Reutere Tuesday. 

Dr. Atiqa spoke after a two- 
day meeting of Arab League 
ministers of trade, U.N. and 
Arab officials to set up an Arab 
trade bloc which would favour 
Arah. products. 


Osama . Faquflt, chairman of 
the Arab Monetary Fund (AMF), 
the Arab world's main financial 
institution, told a news confer- 
ence Tuesday the meeting 
adopted eight steps to boost 
inter-Arab trade, which at $10,2 
billion in 1991 was about eight 
per cent of total Arab trade that 
year. 

The recommendations in- 
cluded trade liberalisation, boost- 
ing exports among Arab coun- 
tries, unifying tariffs, and giving 
preferential treatment to Arab 
exports. 

Delegates included govern- 
ment officials from Jordan. 
Sudan and Yemen, countries 
whose -relations worsened with 
Gulf Arab states over their appa- 
rent support for Iraq during the 
1991 Gulf war over Baghdad's 
occupation of Kuwait. 


Dr. Atiqa said the recom- 
mendations would only work if 
the political atmosphere was 
right. 

“In cases where the political 
system is functioning, these re- 
commendations will apply. A 
physical problem is the produc- 
tive bases are not sufficient in 
many countries,'’ he said. 

Three years ago the AMF set 
up a special fund to boost Arab 
economies by financing non-oil 
inter- Arab trade and credits have 
reached $128 million. 

Arab League countries have 
tried for decades to trade more 
with each other to strengthen 
their economies. 

Referring to those efforts. Dr. 
Atiqa* said, “the Gulf war has 
made it more difficult to work on 
what was before it.” 

Dr. Faquih said despite Arab 


agreements in 1953, 1964. and 
1981 to boost trade their efforts 
have effectively failed. 

“It's no secret that these agree- 
ments have not. achieved what 
they intended - and remained to a 
great extent as words on paper,” 
Dr. Faquih told the meeting 
Monday. 

Economists at the conference 
said Arab countries need to im- 
prove allocation of resources and 
privatise their economies. 

A UNDP report said Arab 
economies were too heavily de-, 
pendent on exports of raw mate** 
rials to non-Arab countries. 

Gulf Arab economies especial- 
ly are dominated by oil, but most 
have adopted policies to channel 
oil revenues into other export 
industries. Dr. Atiqa said UNDP 
and AMF would support the re- 
commendations in a programme 
of technical aid and funding. 


Power crisis expected to force 
up food prices in Philippines 


MANILA (AP) — Filipinos may 
soon be paying more for food 
because the country’s electricity 
crisis has made it difficult for 
processors to keep up with de- 
mand, an energy official says. 

Raul Concepcion, chairman of 
a joint government-private sector 
energy task force, made the fore- 
cast after President Fidel Ramos 
signed legislation granting him 
emergency powers to obpe with 
the crisis. 


The electricity shortage, a lega- 
cy of the administration of former 
president Corazon Aquino, has 
brought daily power cuts of up to 
10 hours in Manila and other 
major cities. 

Mr. Concepcion said it would 
be impossible to maintain current 
food prices because of the 
worsening power situation. He 
said food stocks spoil because of 
lack of refrigeration and that 
processors cannot run plants at 
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full capacity because of a Lack of 
electricity. 

Fili{>inos also will be paying 
more Ifor electricity. On Tuesday, 
the energy regulatory board 
appro' red a 5.57-centavo (about 
one-fourth of one U.S. cent) per 
kilowa tt-hour increase in power 
rates. 

The increase would help the 
state-< jwned National Power 
Corp. raise funds to build more 
power plants. 

Presidential spokeswoman 
Annabelle Abaya said the gov- 
ernment would seek further in- 
creases to make up for the differ- 
ence between the rate granted 
and a planned 18-centavo (half a 
cent) iincrease this year. 

“This month of March was very 
bad,” fl/lr. Concepcion said. “We 
(fid non expect it to be that way. 
We believe industry should be 

E laced in a position to cope with 
lockouts and avert the possibil- 
ity of price increase." 

But I Hr. Concepcion admitted 
there was little that could be done 
in view of the shortage. Labour 
Secretary Nieves Confcsor esti- 
mate that 71,000 Filipinos have 
lost their jobs in the Manila areal 


Airbus 
in M. 


MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) — 
Airbus Industrie forecast here 
Tuesday that airlines in the Mid- 
dle East will acquire 550 planes 
over the next 20 years, of which it 
hoped to capture a good slice. 

The region's “share of world 
traffic is much higher than any 
other region, which means that 
people here are traveling more 
than the people in other regions," 
Didier Lenormand, marketing 
planning manager of the com- 
pany, told the press while in 
Bahrain as part of a promotion 
tour. 

“The Middle East share is ab- 
out five per cent of the market for 
the total fleet in the coming 20 
years ... about 550,” he said. 

Airbus Industrie, based in 
Toulouse, France, is owned by 
Aerospatiale of France, British 
Aerospace, Deutsche 1 Aerospace 
Airbus of Germany and Casa of 
Spain. 

“We’ve done quite will in the 
Middle East, and of course we 
are continuing to try to market 
aircraft in the Middle East," said 
David Velupillai, manager of 
press .relations -of the company. 

Regional airlines currently 


good market 
over 20 years 


Fully Furnished for Rent (8th Circle) 

(A! Jandaweel - Wadi A1 Seer) 

Grout id floor from 2 floors viHa. Consists of 3 bedrooms {one 
master), 2 bathrooms, sitting and dining room, fully equipped 
kitchen. Private telephone, entrance, garage + garden. 

Please call 828902 


The ITALIAN EMBASSY 
(CULTURAL SECTION) 
ANNOUNCES 

The .starting of Italian language classes for 
foreigners (levels 1,2 and 3) on Saturday, April 
the 1 7th, 1993 — 45 hours, 3 times per week 
from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.at the Terra Sancta 
College, Jabal Al Lwebdeih. 

Information and registration at the Ita- 
lian Embassy (Cultural Section) Ph. 
63618 5 from Sunday to Thursday 9-12 a.m. 
up to> the 14th of April. 


\o& aK 
A t 


Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


Macaulay Culkln 

HOME ALONE 2 

"LOST IN NEW YORK 

Shows: 12-30. 330. 6:15. 8:30. 1030 



Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel.: 634144 


Susan Sarandon 

& James Spader-. In 

WHITE PALACE 

Shows 1230. 330. &I5, 830. 1030 



Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel.: 699238 


Nabilah ObeId...in 

TOOT...TOOT 

Shows; 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10: 



Tel.: 675571 

Nabfi Al Mag htnl Theatre 


Presents as of March 17, 1993 
the political comedy play 

, Definitely Democracy 
(Demokratiyya Wa Nuss) 
Zawwad Wild Awwad Party 


Nabil & Hisham’s 

AIHLAN THEATRE 


Tel.: 625155 


presents 

Welcome Parliament and Budget 

On Mondays. Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
at 9:00 p.m. 

Wellcome New. World Order 

On Thursday 
at 5 p.m. and.9 p.m. 

& on Friday at 9:00 p.m. 

Please make advance reservation 


operate a total of' about 300 
planes, of which more than a 
third were acquired from Airbus 
Industrie. 

“All together we’ve sold 127 
aircraft to 13 airlines within the 
Middle East. We actually started 
in the region with Iran Air in 1987 
and since then we've added many 
more carriers," said Mr. Vellupil- 
lai. Egyptair followed in 1980, 
both countries with A300s. 

Since its inception in 1985, 
Dubai's Emirates Airline has 
used Airbus aircraft for its fleet. 

Gulf Air, Middle East Airlines 
and Shorouk Air, which is a joint 
venture between Egyptair and 
Kuwait Airways, became new 
Airbus operators in 1992. 

“Over the last three years, we 
have won more than half of all 
tiie orders placed within the Mid- 
dle East, and that includes of 
couise orders for Gulf Air for the 
A320 and the A340," said Mr. 
VeUupillai. 


Gulf Air and Kuwait Airway: 
were the first to order the neu 
. long-haul A340&. the world': 
longest range airliner. The A34i 
was first flown by Lufthansa anc 
■ Air France in March. 

Gulf Air is due 10 receive six ol 
them by 1994, while four are tc 
be delivered in 1995 to Kuwait 
Airways. 

Saudi Arabia, which has 11 
A300-600s, has yet to modernise 
its fleet, said Mr. VeUupillai. 
“They have ordered aircraft to- 
day, they need to buy some new 
aircraft for tomorrow. I don't 
know if they will be our aircraft 
of not, but we are certainly hop- 
ing and trying that they will be 
our aircraft.” he' said. 

The manager said his company- 
signed a sales contract with Iraq 
for five A3l0s a few months 
before its invasion of Kuwait in 
August 1990, but that has been 
suspended following the conflict, 
due to the U.N. embargo on Iraq. 


APARTMENT IN ABDOUN 

Fully &. modem ‘furnished 2 bedrooms 
apt. with. 2 sitting areas, dining, spacious 
Kitchen, separate telephone, separate 
heating & a veranda. 

If interested, please call: 
662016 from 10-2 
621377 from 2-6 


GROWING 

TOGETHER 

You & your birthstone. 


jSBj Dajani Jewellers- 
** Amra Hotel. Amman. 


TWO FLATS FOR RENT 


Two first floor flats each consisting of 2 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, American style kitchen, salon, dining room, 
veranda with separate central heating. One of the two flats 
could be furnished upon request from the tenant. 
Location: 8th Circle, near the Airport Road. 

Tel.: 715349 



THE BRITISH COUNCIL 
PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION 

The British Council Photography Competi-I 
tion includes the following categories: 

a. General - Over 5"x7" - Any age 
mounted. 

b. General - Age 16 and under - Any size 

c. Any interpretation of "The Oldies." Any 
size, any age. 

The last date for receiving the photoqraphs 

IS NOW BEING EXTENDED to Wednes- 
day. April 28th, 1993. 

t j- ,.'ii t miss the chance of participating in our. 
Photography Competition and winninq our! 
top prize of JD 130 ! ! 

Fpr more information, please contact 
Ithe British Council, telephone- 
636147/8 

Rgfteed m England as a_cbarity no. 209131 
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EWorld News 


SaJl.N. calls for truce between 


scCarabakh Armenians, Azeris 


CIVlTED NATIONS (Agencies) Instead, the CdunriTs draft ^ Monday, furtish President He told a news conference 

^ VI The Security Council has met statement fefrains from identify- Turgut Ozaliold journalists, that Armenia would back whatever 


The Security Council has met statement fefrains from identify- Turgut Ozalnold journalists, that Armenia would back whatever 
express alarm over battles be- ing either side as an aggressor, Turkey, whose people are ethni- settlement the Azerbaijani sev- 
en Armenian and Azeri forces but calls on both to agree to a cally. linked to -the Azeris, was eminent and the Armenian in- 


r mm: ti 


L-fHiiljt’K-m i.i.-v I »j 'HIM i 1 1 ) i >:Vii k'W ») ww r I 


rabakh region and demand a 

■ jsefire and military wifodraw- 
■'AMELI 

— Defe or fiye years, the Nagomo- 
>una^ tir ra bakh region, an Armenian 
milcMOkjave within Azerbaijan, has 
Inland :n a flashpoint for an unde- 
Vti^' red war between the two for- 
• S u c r Soviet republics. 

• conflict threatens to 

in 1 W tjac ( i 35 Turkey has dropped its 
JoantiLyjous neutrality and sided di- 
ot hcrw^ at j ca j|y Muslim Azer- 

suuds. j an against Armenia. 

... P”^ draft statement that all 15 

Vicano unc jj . members intended to 
Malcev t unanimously said the body 
and '"{p-esses serious concern at 
A mane reported escalation of hostile 
straight •’ 1 

• ,es - The Council demands an im- 

• u 1 ** cessation of all such hos- 
ing Mties. ’which are a threat to the 
Evert, leg arK j security of the region. 
King. a withdrawal from areas 
and Mi^jp iec j through- military ac- 
n.atche}! ” d ra ft statement said. 

" l y v The Council did not intend to 
oircM:r. e U P a Teso ^ ul * on proposed by 
1 V e Y thai would have it say . 
H- n £ '* ^“condemns Armenian 
think ^ re ssipn against Azerbaijan.'* 
been ‘'iferring- a more evenhanded 
profevponse. 

juM thfhe Kafabakh Armenians have ' 
■ ■h Wured nearly 1,000 square 
mulch ^metres of Azerbaijani terri- 

mntiis'L. i «■ - < - ■ 


con secy j n lhc i3 les[ offensive, which 
had Ofan aS sorine came to the Cau- 


nd “,°»;an aS spring came to the Cau- 
*"?us Mountains. 

Vicunt - . 


for deployment of European 
truce monitors, and agreement to 
convene a peace conference. 

The military commander of the 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States, Yevgeny Shaposhnikov, 
has offered his services as a 
mediator. - 

The draft also "calls for unim- 
peded access to international 
humanitarian relief efforts in all 
areas affected by the conflict in 
order to alleviate the Sufferings of 
the civilian population in those 
areas.” 

Azerbaijan appealed to Turkey 
Wednesday for help in stopping 
Armenian military advances, 
Turkish Prime Minister Suleyman 
Demiral said. 

Mr. Demiral. speaking to the 
Anatolian News Agency, said the 
message from. Azeri President 
Abulfez Elchibey reflected an 
emergency situation. 

"We are asking you (Turkey) 
to use all means ar your disposal 
and your authority to stop the 
(Armenian) attacks, " Mr. 
Elch'ibey said in his message, 
Anatolian reported. 

But asked by the news agency 
if Turkey, a member of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation, 
would provide military aid to 
Baku, Mr. Demirel said: “No- 
thing would be solved if we gave 
military aid to Azerbaijan. 
Others would then help Arme- 
nia." 


put pressure on Armenia. 

The Turkish Foreign Ministry 
Wednesday^ branded Armenia as 
the aggressor and said Turkey 
would review **aD options.” 
Armenians: fighting with Azer- 
baijan since 1983 over Nagorno- 
Karabakh, have effective control 
of the autonomous region since 
last year > ! * . • ’ . 

Ankara Monday dosed its airs- 
pace to 'al) flights tor and- from 
Armenia including relief. -ship- 
ments, in response to -the escala- 
tion in Armenian attacks.- 
Turkish Aimed Forces Chief 
General Dbgan Gores wa§ 


quoted ih Turkish newspapers as 
saying Ankara had boosted its 
units on the eastern Armenian 
border after considering “all 
alternatives'* and planes were 
patrolling the frontier. 

“Armenia is -expanding. We 
are concerned about this. This is 
ctftainly a threat,” Gen. Gures 
said. § 

.In Damascus,* Armenia’s fore* 
ign minister, Vahan Papasian, 
Tuesday blamed jenewed fighting 
in' Nagorno-Karabakh on terror- 
ism pradiced by Azerbaijanis 
against the population of tire dis- 
puted region. „ ■ 

Mr. Papasian, on a thrpe-day 
•Visit to Syria* to inaugurate an 
Ajmbnian .embassy and meet 
with Syrian 'officials, denied his 
country, had. ‘‘any territorial 
ambitions in Azerbaijan.” 


Russia plays down Tomsk nuclear leak 


h De 4)Scow. 

(Rl — The Russian 
which c f ear E ner gy Ministry said 
drop xjnesday t ha i" Tuesday's radia- 
v**™* leak in Siberia had produced 
ncvur a minor contamination and no 


Chan}*- offered dangerous expo- 


i will not call it a catastrophe 
Thi pause 1 know it is not a catav 
the Uiphe." spokesman Georgy 
unsceurov told a new*, conference in 
Woodfcscott . -it i s practically an aeoi- 
lion Jm without danger, but an acci- 
die tom all the same." 
far. . Kaurov said preliminary 
Wt wim.ates showed the incident at 
3-h 7 Tomsk-7 chemical plant rated 
closehbree on the seven-point scale 
match nuclear emergencies, 
crowd This is 'a serious incident. 

Chbpmpanied by the release of 
great tiouciivitv without serious irra- . 
Salem tipn of personnel." another 
day- ikesman Sergei Vermakov. 
d ihje conference. 

Costav(r. Kaurov said two small 
as of contamination had been 
Spiiirid/ 1U krilomeires from rhe 
the ISni where radiation levels were 
tennis times- background levels. But 
. third . residential areas had been 
TiK.-sd.vlcd and there were no plans 
fellow- 


to evacuate anyone.* 

He also dismissed comparisons 
with the 1VS6 Chernobyl disaster, 
which sent a cloud, of radiation 
across Europe. 

“About SO million curies of 
radioactivity were released at 
Chernobyl." he said. “Here we' 
do not have even a single curie. 
So it is 80 million times less.” 

Commonwealth Television said 
Russian Air Defence units had 
detected a radioactive cloud mov- 
ing through Siberia .Wednesday 
from the scene of Tuesday's nuc- 
lear accident. 

The cloud was moving at 36 
kph (22 mph) at a height of three 
kilometres in the direction of the 
Yenisei, one of the great rivers of 
Siberia which flows from Mongo- 
lia to the Arctic. 

Civil Defence units in the Sibe- 
rian industrial centre of Kemer- 
ovo were put on alert after/Tues- 
day's radiation- leak in Tomsk: a 
regional ne*s agency said 
Wednesday. 

The Siberian Daily News 
Agency- quoted Kemerovo's Civil 
Defence Chief Vasily ' Romanov 
as saying no rise in radioactiviry 
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Andreotti deserted by his party * 


^■games’ 1 with 
N uclear arms 


Trpic uv-ivar ax iuo 

■ 3 SCOW (AP) -1 Ukraine he- 

Ipptily denied Russian accusa- 
;■ *ns that it was trying to become 
judear power and said it would 
«er play “political games" with 
; • arsenal it inherited from the 

viet Union. 

International experts see tittle 
mce of a nuclear confrontation 
tween the countries. But they 
: watching the rhetorical battle 
! ween Ukraine and Russia with 


ROME (R) — Former Italian Prinie Minister Giplio Andreotti 
Wednesday faced further isolation in his Christian Democrat 
(DC) Party after a parliamentary committee branded his right- 
hand man in Sicily a mafia go-between. Mr. Andreotti bad always 
defended former Palermo Mayor Salvo Luna against frequent 
accusations of mafia ties. Now a partiamentary*cbmmittee of 
inquiry into the mafia has — with the DC’s votes — approved a 
report openly accusing’ Mr. Lima of being an important cosa 
nostra contact. “Lima's links with ihe cosa postra were certain 
and he was the leader in Sicily of the DC faction beaded by Mr. 
Andreotti, r" said the committee in a resolufjpn supported by 
nearly all parties, including the Christian Democrats. La Repub-' 
blica newspaper called the condemnation “historic" and added: 
“ Andreotti comes out of this as a man standing veYy much alone,” 
Corriere Della Sera paper added: “This PC has isolated 
Andreotti.” 5 , 


4th Pakistan minister quits 


wing concern. 

At issue are nearly 2,000 wor- 
lds that remained in Ukraine 
e'r-the 1991 breakup of the 
viet Union, which stored its 
clear' weapons in four repub- 
s. Ukraine. Belarus and 
Tjkhstan agreed last year to 
JQ^fn the nuclear weapons on their 
I over to Russia or destroy 
am, but Ukraine has been 
:£pqdaHng on that agreement, 
[f Ukraine took full control of 
: weapons, it would instantly 
rome the third biggest nuclear 
wer in the world, behind the 
■ited States and Russia. 

Die weapons now are main- 
ned by Russian soldiers, under 
i unified command of the Com- 
inwealth of Independent 
ites. and are tied into an elec- 
•nic network that the Soviets 
ilt.to control all weapons from 
3SCOW. 

ayipn Monday, Russia accused 
aw "'raine of violating agreements 
rid of its weapons and 
; to. “widen the cirde of 
ar powers.” 

raine’s council of ministers 
nded Tuesday by reaffirm- 
Cs intention to become a 
iuclear state and calling 
a's accusation “a perversion 
: Ukrainian position." 
its written statement, the 
et also renewed an invita- 
br international experts to 
v. the safe storage and hand- 
(f. the weapons. 

l ^ 5‘Ukraine is against this entire- 
. 5*%erious matter becoming a sub- 
> iMgt of political games,” the state- 
’*“®jnt said. 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Another Pakistani minister has resigned 
over what he said was government .failure' to combat terrorism, 
fuelling a crisis that threatens to topple the government of Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif. “Nothing has been dome about the 
presence of terrorists on Pakistani soil,” Sardar Asset Ahmad Ali, 
minister of state for economic affairs, told a -news conference 
called to announce his resignation. Mr. Ali. the fourth minister to 
step down in 10 days, cited serious differences with the govern- 
ment over jts policy on Afghanistan, on ties .with states of the 
former Soviet Union and on economic policy,..particularly fiscal 


discipline. He said he was seriously .concerned about a mounting 
budget deficit, expected to hit at least 7.4 per cent in the 1992-93 
financial year compared with a target of 5.0 per cent. “Our 
finances are in a total mess,'* he said. “There .is absolutely no 
financial discipline.'' The resignation of Mr. Ali, flanked at his 
news conference by 11 members of parliament, would further 
destabilise Mr. Sharif's fragile coalition government, which is 
locked in a bitter feud with President Ghulanr Ishaq Khan. 


2 die as turbulence hits Chinese jet 


ANCHORAGE. Alaska (R) — Two people aboard a Chinese 
jetliner en route to Los Angeles were killed and more than lSO 
injured Tuesday when heavy turbulence' rocked the aircraft, 
aviation officials said. The China Eastern Airlines flight, with 
dozens of the injured aboard, was forced' to make, an emergency 
landing at a U.S. Air Force base oh a remote -western Aleutian 
Island 2,500 kilometres west of Anchorage. The injured were 
then airlifted to Anchorage by U.S. Air. Force, Navy and Coast 
Guard aircraft. Emergency workers said there had been numer- 
ous serious injuries and speculated that they may have been 
caused by luggage or other objects flying loose inside die cabin 
after the aircraft encountered “substantial” turbulence. - 


Truce holds in Abkhazia during talks 


TBILISI, Georgia (R) — A ceasefire in Georgia’s retelproyince 
of Abkhazia held overnight into, Wednesday while top-level talks 
took place between Georgia and Rossa..iocal journalists said. 
Journalists ift the regional capital of- Sukhumi said niilitary action 
fell off sharply Tuesday night in the Black Sea province after 
Russian Defence Minister Pavel Grachev appealed to Abkhaz 
separatist leaders to enforce the truce. . . 


Asked about £be Turkish gov- 
ernment’s actions, Mr. Papasian 
said: “Turkey believes that the 
current dispute over Nagorno-'- 
Karabakh is an internal issue: 
without taking into consideration 
that Azerbaijan is an indepen- 
dent republic that should adopjt 
its political path' and not be sub- 
servient to Turkey.” * 

He also said: that Armenians 
regular army has never partici- 
pated in any attacks against Azer - 
baijan, saying military operations 
were mounted by “the Defence 
Forces of Karabakh.” j 

He said: “Ady solution thrrr 
satisfies Karabakh's government 
will be acceptable to die Arme- 
nian government.” 

But, be added, “the Azerbai- 
jan government' does not seek a 
peaceful solution. It rather uses 
terrorism against Karabakh ;as 
well as Armenia.” ! 

Commenting on Turkey’s fligltrt 
ban, Mr. Papasian said: “This ! is 
not new. The Turkish airspace 
has not always been open to all 
flights coming to Armenia.” ; 
.He said Ankara had rejected 


Armenia’s offer to^“put aside die 
bloody past between Turkey arid 


bloody past between Turkey arid 
the Armenians” ted establish qH- 
plomat ties. The minister w:as 
referring to the massacre of ov|er 
one million Armenians by Turk* sy 
during World War L 


had been, recorded* there. But his 
staff had; been put on full alert 
nonetheless. * 

Kemerovo is* about 150 
kilometres south .of Tomsk. Ip 
Novosibirsk. '200 kilometres t6 
the southwest . radiation moni- 
toring was fricre'ased. rTAR-. 
TASS News .Agency said. ; 

A senior official in Tomsk said 
he. had sent all his staff home and 
advised tjiem.to drink alcohol — 
widely believed in.- Russia to 
counter 'radiation. 

The official., who prefered to 
remain anonyjnous, said the city 
first heard of the accident from 
Moscow and -not from the . plant; 
itself. / 

“The situation is tod. TKey^sy 
now that 1,000 rhectares ’(2'J>0Q 
acres) have been .contaminated, 
but the "snow Is melting, every-: 
thing is flowing. fPeo'ple here feel 
like closing their eyes and run- 
ning away,": he said. . : . :’ 

‘•They ^the authorities) didn’t 
even warn people *don'f walk 
around bare-headed, take two, 
drops' of' iodme Or at least-' dean’ 
your shoes when you come-from 
the street’.”- '• *. 


Cambodia 

campaign 

begins as 
U.N. chief 


arrives 


PHNOM PENH (R) — Cam- 
paigning for Cambodia's ffirst 
multi-party poll m three decsides 
began Wednesday but radical 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas refused 
to rule out violent opposition to 
the U.N.-sponsored election. 

To underline tbe U.N.'s hopes 
for the telectjonf Secret ary- 
General Boutros GhaH arrivipd in 
Phnom Penh for a two-day visit, 
to be greeted byCaftibodian head 
of state Prince' Norodom ISfliar 
nonk and U.N.' officials. 

Under tire shade '.of a huge 
umbrella normally reserved for 
royalty. Dr. GfiaH inspected an 
honour guard . drawn up from six 
nations contributing to the 
22,000-strong peacekeepi n g; mis- 
sion. 

. He briefly greeted a line-up of 
foreign diplomats mid '{senior 
Cambodian political figures m- 
doding the nominal head ijf the 
Khmer Rouge- guerrilla faction, 
Khieu Samphan, but was 'driven 
away withcwt speaking to Irepor- i 
tors. I i 

■' Some of the 20 parties contest- , 
ing the May 23-27 dectk;>n had 
already started posting utp slo- 
gans. allowed from Wednesday 
along with rallies and teVevisioa 
and radio advertisements'. 

The election'] will be tine cul- 
mination of a process that! began 
in Paris in October 1991 when the 
country’s four main warring fac- 
tions agreed to end the fighting 
that has torn apart -the country 
and sign a U-ft-brokered peace 
agreement. 

- The chief of the electoiral com- 
pon.cnt of the (U.N. 
peacekeeping force; F Reginald 
Austin, called. the start; of the 
campaign “another hotbric step i 
in the attempt to bring democracy , 
to the people of Camhocfia.” 

But die radical Khmrsr Rouge 
guerrillas, one .of the signatories 
to the pact, Wednesday conde- 
mned the elections as - a ploy to 
ensure the continued Vietnamese 
domination of ‘the country and 
refused to rule out valence dur- 
ing the campaign. 
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A Serhian soidier removes a road Mock to dear the MusBm-told town of Srebrenica; without refuge® 
way for a Belgian VJf. convoy re turnin g from (AFP ftoto) 


Srebrenica fighting breaches truce 


SARAJEVO (R) — Shooting 
■and shelling broke out again 


and shelling broke out again 
around the besieged Muslim town 
of Srebrenica Wednesday in 
breach of a ceasefire recently 
extended by Bosnia’s three war- 


ring factions, a U.N. officer said. 

U.S. Captain Bill Karaktin of 
the 'United Nations Protection 
Force (UNPROFOR) said the 
fighting was concentrated to the 
south of Srebrenica but some 
artillery shells also landed in the 
town. 


eight Serb soktiers had been kil- 
led and 10 wounded, the Bosnian 
Serb News Agency said. 

In Sarajevo, one person was 
killed by a sniper Wednesday, the 
'city’s radio station reported. 

On Tuesday, small arm fire 
struck a U.N. relief aircraft on’ 
the airport runway but there were 
no injuries and the plane re- 
turned as scheduled to the Croa- 
tian capital Zagreb. 


“There is no ceasefire in Sreb- 
renica, although the confronta- 
tion fines appear stable in the past 

few days,” CapL Karaktin said. 

Muslim-controlled Sarajevo 
Radio said three people were 
killed and 11 wounded in shelling 
of Srebrenica Tuesday, when the 
town came under fire from mor- 
tars, tanks and artiDery. 


CapL Karaktin said the cease- 
fire, whose extension was agreed 
by Bosnia’s Serb, Muslim and 
Groat military chiefs at a meeting 
at Sarajevo Airport Tuesday, 
appeared to be generally bolding 
elsewhere in Bosnia despite some 
violations. 

“This ceasefire is die most 
fragile thing around but except 
for Srebrenica violations do not 
seem related to any (offensive),” 
CapL Karaktin said. 

The Bosnian Serb army ac- 
cused its Muslim and Croat rivals 
of 18 violations Tuesday, adding 


A "U.N. officer said four civi- 
lians had been tilled and seven 
wounded by snipers while trying 
to leave Sarajevo by crossing die 
airport by night 
Eighteen wounded people, 
accompanied by 10 family mem- 
bers, were airlifted out of the 
besieged city Wednesday. 

Sarajevo police took advantage 
of the relative calm to cordon off 
a large area in what appeared to 
be a search operation against 
organised crime, according to 
witnesses. 


The U.N. was meanwhile 
trying to restart its operation to 
evaluate Muslims from Srebreni- 
ca which was blocked by local 


officials Tuesday, despite an 
order from Bosnia’s Muslim Pres- 


ident, Afija Izctbegovic. that it 
should be permitted. 

A' spokeswoman for die Bel- 
made office of the U.N. Hi|h 
Commissioner for Refugees said 
talks were under way with the 
Muslims and it waxhoped to send 


in another convoy Thursday. 

Srebrenica, whose population 
has been swollen to 40,000 by 
refngees from other Muslim set- 
tlements overrun by Serb forces, 
is one of the last Muslim enclaves 
in eastern Bosnia and its defen- 
ders fear it might fall if too many 
people leave. 

The U.N. has denied that eva- 
cuating people from Srebrenica is 
helping to carry out the Serbs* 
policy of ethnic cleansing, or the 
forcible creation of ethnically 
“pure" enclaves. 

The U.N. has already evacu- 
ated about 5,000 people, 
although 13 people died in a 
stampede last month to get on 
U.N. trucks taking them to the 
Muslim city of Turn. 

. The Serb-held Krajina region 
of Croatia, which borders Bosnia, 
was reported quiet overnight. 
Croatia and rebel Serbs met in 
Geneva Tuesday to sign an agree- 
ment to end fighting in the dis- 
puted enclave. 

Slobodan Jarcevic, foreign 
minister of the self-styled Serbian 
Republic of Krajina. said die 
accord could take effect only if 
Serb dqputies approve it at a 
session Saturday. 

At the United Nations, diplo- 
mats said Washington wanted to 
outlaw all shipping in Yugosla- 
via’s 12-mile territorial waters as 
part of a sanctious-tightening re- 
solution being considered by the 
Security Council. 


Greece, Macedonia to negotiate on name 


ATHENS (R) — Greece and 
Macedonia have agreed to open 
negotiations to find a comprom- 
ise over tire former Yugoslav 
republic's name, whfeh has been 
at the centre o' month- 

old dispute L Balkan 

neighbours. 

Greek Foreign Minister bfiha- 
Hs Papacon stantinoir "'<d a news 
conference talks wen. ected to 

open next week in Nc.v York 


under the auspices of internation- 


al peace negotiators Cyrus -Vance 
ana Lord Owen and would be 


and Lord Owen and would be 
concluded within two months. 

Mr. Papaconstantmou made 
his comments after officials at the 
UmtedNations in New York; said 
the. U.S. Security Council could 
approve Macedonia's application 
for membership under a tempor- 
ary name, perhaps as early as 
Wednesday. • 


Bonn issues warning on Florida travel 


MIAMI (AP) — Germany issued 
a warning on travel to Florida 
Tuesday as authorities promised 
to step up enforcement and the 
tourism industry called for stron- 
ger safety measures following the 
slaying of seven foreign tourists. 

The statement from the Ger- 
man Foreign Ministry said the 
government was pointing out “a 
string of violent attacks against 


tourists,” including three Ger- 
mans who were tilled, the latest 


Friday, but wasn’t recommending 
Germans avoid Florida. 


The German government .sug- 
gested special caution when rent- 
ing a car at Miami International 
Airport after dark and listed the 
most dangerous areas as the air- 
port, Miami Beach and two in- 
ner-city neighbourhoods. 


The wanting from Bonn fol- 
lows an advisory issued Monday 
from the British Foreign Office 
for travellers going overseas to 
take “common-sense precautions 
when carrying valuables and large 


amounts of money.” 

The advice was given in re- 
sponse to reporters' questions ab- 
out the killing of a German vaca- 
tioner Friday night 
No arrest has been made in the 
death of Berlin teacher Barbara 
Jensen Meller, who was robbed, 
beaten and run over after die got 
lost leaving the airport m a rental 
car with her mother and two 
young children. 

She was the seventh foreign 
tourist tilled in Florida since 
October. 

Doyle Jourdan, the top agent 
with. the Florida Department of 
Law Enforcement in Miami, said 
more officers would be posted 
along a corridor between the air- 
-port and Miami Beach within 
days, but didn't say how many. 

Fourteen local, state and feder- 
al agencies also formed a task 
force to target street robberies, 
and U.S. Attorney General Janet 
Reno, who is from Florida, said 
her office stood ready to help. 
Ms. Reno, said in Washington 


“It’s surely a good idea,” Mr. 
Jensen said on NBCs Today 
show. “But it's bad for us that 
they react so late.” 

His wife's slaying; has sent a 
chill through the state's $31 bil- 
Kon-a-year tourist industry, 
which State Commerce Secretary 
Greg Farmer said had already 
been hurt by last year’s hurri- 
cane: Andrew and a short-lived 
warning from the American 
Automobile Association 'to stay 
away from a section of Florida 
highway where several sniper 
attacks on motorists occurred last 
year. 


U.S. citiles brace nervously for King verdict 


SAN FRANCISCO (IR) — With 
tiie trial of four police mien in the 
beating of a black mo torist near- 
ing an end, U.S. citi.es are ner- 
vously mating plans to prevent 
any new outbreak of 'die mayhem 
that swept urban areas last year. 
. In Los Angeles, th« jury in the 
case will soon be asked for a 
verdict on the white, police offic- 
ers accused of violating Rodney 
King’s civil rights when they 
arrested him in 195J1- 


But it is not only Los Angeles, 
devastated by rioting after the 
officers’ acquittal Hast April 29, 
that is anxiously awaiting the 
outcome of the nrsw trial. 


Gties as for apart as San Fran- 
cisco, Las Vega;;, Seattle and 
Atlanta — all hit by riots, looting 
or vandalism after last year’s ver- 
dict — are also putting in place 
plans to try to counter any vio- 
lence which might break out after 
this trial. 

In Washington, President Bill 
Clinton’s hov.sing secretary 


underscored the concern, saying 
dozens of U.S. cities were pla- 
gued by racism and poverty and 
could again explode in riots. 

“Like piles of dry wood with 
red hot coals underneath, scores 
of American cities can ignite,” 
said Housing Secretary Henry 
Cisneros. 

While many officials fear vio- 
lence if die Los Angeles officers 
are again acquitted, they say a 
conviction could also lead to 
street demonstrations or celebra- 
tions. 

Police departments across the 
country are readying their equip- 
ment and holding training exer- 
cises, city officials are building 
bridges with minority communi- 
ties and merchants are planning 
bow to protect their stores from 
looteTS. 

Asked at a news conference 
Tuesday bow many law enforce- 
ment agencies had been in touch 
with bis departme nt over the 


King trial, Los Angeles Police 
Chief Willie Williams said: 


“Probably as many as there are in 
this country.” 

“I get calls every day from 
agencies around this country that 
say we’d like to know when foe 
verdict is about to come in,” he 
said. 

San Francisco, one of the cities 
.outside Los Angeles worst hit by 
riots last year, is banking on a 
two-pronged approach to dealing 
with foe verdict. It consists of 
wotting with communities to try 
to defuse tensions while having 
emergency services well-prepared 
for any trouble. 

Police department spokesman 
Dave Ambrose said when the 
verdict is handed down San Fran- 
efteo officers will be put on 12- 
bo ur shifts, assigned to squads of 
seven officers and one sergeant 
and leave wiH be cancelled. 

A state of emergency was de- 
clared in San Francisco last year 
as' rioters looted downtown 
stores, causing 1.5 million in 
damage. More than 1,100 people 
were arrested. 


In die southern city of Atlanta, 
Georgia, where more than 300 
people were arrested and at least 
21 injured in riots which followed 
last year’s verdict, a spokes- 
woman for the police department 
said the force was “prepared to 
.respond as we always do... if any. 
thing happens” when this trial 
ends. 



Dogs can help 
epileptics, survey 
finds 


LONDON (R) — Dogs could be 
life-savers for people with . 
epilepsy, according to a survey by 
a British veterinarian. Andrew 
Edney said in the Veterinary 
Record magazine that dogs 
appeared to know when owners 
were about to have a seizure and . 
some even fetched help. Ms sur- 
vey based on personal accounts 
from 37 dog owners who suffer 
from epilepsy, said all foe dogs 
were untrained, yet all responded 
to seizures. “They alerted others 
in the vicinity or went away to 
seek help ” said Dr. Edney. Dogs ± 
most likely to respond were col- T 
lies or other types originally bred 
to work. “There is an opportunity 
to encourage the trait present in 
some (fogs and possibly equip an 
epileptic person with an animal 
capable of helping them cope 
.with their lives,” Dr. Edney said. 


Researchers hope 
clams can predict 
earthquakes 


TOKYO (AP) — First it was 
catfish. Now Japanese resear- 
chers are eyeing dams to see if 
they can be used to predict earth- 
uakes. A team of scientists at 




Greece has blocked wide- 
spread international recognition 
of tiie land-locked republic of 
some two million Slavs and Alba- 
nians since it declared its inde- 
pendence from Yugoslavia in late 
1991. 

Athens argued foe name Mace- 
donia, implied territorial claims 
against Greece’s own northern 
Macedonia province, where some 
2.5 million Greeks live. 


Technology Centre is watching 
groups of clams on tire ocean 
floor in earthquake-prone areas <k 
to determine whether changes in T 
their numbers or behaviour are 
related to quake activity. “It’s not 
that easy to predict earthquakes, 
but we hope to contribute by 
finding some kind of connec- 
tion,” said Jun Hashimoto, a 
researcher at the government- 
funded centre. The species of 
white dams, called vesicomyids. 
thrives in areas of underwater 
volcanic activity because of a 
symbiotic relationship with bac- 
teria that live on their gills and 
derive energy from volcanic 
materials such as hydrogen sul- 
fide, Mr. Hashimoto said. He and 
14 other researchers have begun a 
■long-tenn observation of the 
dams in Sagami Bay near Tokyo, 
where large groups of the mol- 
hisks were observed at foe time of 
a series of earthquakes in 19S9 
that preceded an underwater vol- 
canic eruption. The project will 
cost between 70 million and 100 
million yen ($600,000 and 
$880,000) a year, Mr Hashimoto 
said. And if dams aren’t tiie 
answer, there are at least two 
other candidates for quake pre- 4 
dictors — sardines and tube 
worms — that also seem to in- 
crease their numbers' at the time 
of volcanic activity, Mr. Hashi- 
moto said. 
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Shall I hum it for 
you, M’lud? 


that she told U.S. Attorney 
Roberto Martinez in Miami, her 
hometown, “if he needed any- 
thing from me to let me know.” 

Ms. Meller’s husband, Christ- 
ian Jensen, expressed wistful 
approval Tuesday of plans to 
install new directional signs with 
international symbols on Miami 
roads and at area attractions and 
fast-food outlets. 


LONDON (AP) — A detective 
hummed his evidence in tiie trial 
of a pubkeeper accused of keep- 
ing a disorderly house. Detective 
Constable Andrew Ormiston was 
describing how he and other 
officers in plain clothes watched 
strippers performing in the Flying 
Scotsman pub in North London. 
Aske d to explain what traditional 
stripper music was, Mr. Onniston, 
’said: “Shall I hum it for you?”’ 


The performance was awarded 
wfth chuckles from foe jury at foe 
Old Bailey criminal court, and a 
question from the judge. “That’s 
sometimes called, bump and grind 
music isn’t it?” asked the judge, 
Mr. Recorder David Cocks. The 
judge quickly added: “I have only 
heard about it.” 


Smack in the wallet 
for spanking 
employer 


In the Pacific northeast, civic 
leaders m Seattle, Washington, 
said tbey planning a variety of 
activities for teenagers to divert 
them from violence on the week 
*« verdict comes down. 

After last year’s verdict, Seatie 
ponce arrested mote than 40 sus- 

during several hours of ran- 

saM it woold'lSli^nSsiulS 
vwxhct came in “to do foewort!" 


BRISBANE (R) - An Austra- 
lian woman whose male employer 
pulled down her underpants and 
spanked her has been awarded 

Australian 11,000 ($7,755) in 
damages. The 47-year-old 
woman, identified only as "B”, 
was a cleaner in a Brisbane super- 
m “* et in 1989 when her boss 
told her to kneel and dean under 
apiece of cooking equipment. 
When she refused the man said 
she was a “naughty sir] and 
m»ded (her) bare bum smack- 
ed , a human rights commission- 
er S3 ' in his judgement. The man 
then pushed her to the ground, 
pulled down her clothes and 
spanked her. He later chased her 
around the tearoom. 


Labour of love? 


LUXEMBOURG (R) - 
Employment. Minister 
■"“p™ found herself 
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